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Introduction 
 

Becoming a Professional in the 
Mass Communications Industry 

 
Surveys of newspaper and magazine editors; broadcast and new media news 

executives; and public relations executives indicate dissatisfaction with the quality of mass 
communication graduates entering the job market.  Some editors say they are so 
disgusted with journalism graduates they would even prefer math graduates. 

We are currently 
updating our research, 
but here is what we 
found out 20 years ago 
in a series of surveys 
(Journalism Educator: 
July 1979, July 1980 
and Autumn 1982; 
Editor & Publisher, 
March 6, 1982): 

• 35% of all daily 
newspaper 
editors felt 
journalism graduates were poorly or not at all prepared to handle a news position at 
their publication. 

• 43% of all weekly newspaper editors felt J-grads were poorly or not at all prepared 
to handle a news position at their publication. 

• 57% of all magazine editors felt J-grads were poorly or not at all prepared to handle 
a news position at their publication. 

• 56% of all broadcast news directors felt recent broadcast journalism graduates did 
not have a proper blend of broadcast and journalism skills, and 68% rated their 
writing ability as “poor.” Consequently the broadcasters said they hire only 18% of 
their new employees straight out of college. The rest were people who already had 
professional experience on the job. 

• As a whole, newspaper and magazine editors agreed that journalism/mass 
communication students should be required to serve a professional internship 
before entering the job market. 
 
Our current survey is not yet complete, but the first 330 returns from a cross section 

of mass communication executives from weekly newspapers, daily newspapers, 
magazines, TV, radio, new media and public relations parallels what we found 20 years 
ago.  In fact, only 16% of the respondents feel today’s graduates are better prepared for 
their profession than they were 10 years ago; 41% believe they are not. And only 23% 
believe today’s mass communication graduates are prepared to handle a position in their 
organization, while 41% believe they are not. 
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Of the current respondents, 94% say mass communication students need more 
hands-on training, including more “experience” specifically in:  

• Gathering information from a variety of sources for in-depth stories (95%). 
• Basic reporting and interviewing (94%). 
• Writing basic news stories (90%). 
• Writing in-depth stories (86%). 
• Writing analytical stories (82%). 

And 91% of the 
current respondents 
feel that students need 
to serve a professional 
internship before 
entering the job market.  

Current 
respondents also agree 
with those surveyed 20 
years ago that mass 
communication 
students need more 
“training” in “basic 
grammar and spelling” 
and “copy editing” – 
92% and 90% 
respectively.  
 

This Crash Course in Mass Communications textbook, combined with our 
multimedia resources and expansive internship database at http://Virtual-University.us, 
has been developed to help mass communication educators and students themselves to 
address these problems so students can achieve success in their desired field. 

Our research results emphasize the need for the improvement in four basic areas 
— editing skills (including spelling, grammar and style), basic news writing skills, skills in 
information gathering and reporting, and practical hands-on experience. This Crash 
Course in Mass Communications provides realistic opportunities for students to practice 
the “basic hammer and nails of the trade” -- spelling, punctuation and grammar; to use 
reporters' notes in writing leads and news stories; to practice reporting skills under 
controlled circumstances with recorded news situations; to go out on realistic news 
reporting assignments for on-campus publications; and then serve one or several 
professional internships as students’ final preparation to launch a rewarding career in 
mass communications – with newspapers, magazines, radio, television, new and 
converging media, or in public relations. 

The Crash Course is designed to be used as: 
• A classroom workbook. 
• The sole classroom text. 
• An independent study manual. 
• Part of a distance-learning course. 
• A guide for inexperienced, working journalists, such as freelancers. 
• A true “crash course” for those English, political science and even math graduates 
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who want to prepare for a professional internship and eventually a mass 
communications career opportunity without going back for more university 
coursework. 

 
The Crash 

Course has been 
designed for 
maximum use at 
minimal expense. 
With the less-
expensive format 
used by this 
textbook, it can be 
offered for less than 
half the price of 
most workbooks and 
one-quarter the 
price of most 
textbooks. 

The Crash Course is short but full of important tips on how to function as a 
professional journalist — how to gather news professionally and how to use the English 
language professionally. Despite how short it may appear, many journalism students have 
somehow gone through four years of university training without learning these basics. In 
this text it is the intention of the author not to dilute the most important concepts of 
journalism, but to provide students and inexperienced journalists with a strong, capsulized 
dose. 

In the surveys already referred to, mass communication executives almost 
unanimously argued in favor of active, realistic learning opportunities. Rather than 
requiring students to spend most of their time reading and memorizing, the Crash Course 
is based on the belief that students can learn more by actually “doing.” This textbook 
covers the basics concisely, but then promotes learning through active participation. 

A large portion of most textbooks is taken up with endless examples and details. 
This author has minimized detail for several reasons. First, many of the principles do not 
require extensive examples in order to be understood. Second, students are often 
confused by opinions and examples in textbooks, thinking that a particular example totally 
embodies the concept being taught when actually it does not. Third, most students don't 
retain that additional information anyway. 

Fourth, this text is to be used in conjunction with other resources. An instructor 
using this text should be able to provide examples of his own and use the students' writing 
to illustrate proper and improper writing and reporting. Both the students and the instructor 
are encouraged to use other textbooks and library resources as references and to read 
professional newspapers regularly. Several short reports are suggested to encourage 
independent research en lieu of rote memorization. Newspapers should yield endless 
examples of good and bad journalism. 
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Finally, and 
most importantly, 
this author believes 
in learning by doing. 
Too many 
journalism classes 
are all talk and no 
practice – or, at 
best, too little and 
very unrealistic 
practice. Reading a 
book seldom makes 
a good journalist out 
of a poor one. 
People with 
basically good 
English skills and a 
good general 
education, on the 
other hand, can be 

made into very good journalists with relatively little classroom work. This author provides 
plenty of activities to keep any class busy — but busy learning journalism in the most 
practical and realistic way possible in an educational setting. 

The Virtual-University.us web site provides dozens of speeches and interviews with 
award-winning professional communicators. Each adds powerful insights that could not be 
duplicated with 100 pages of text. The recordings of the following professional journalists 
are among “oldies but goodies” taped in the past for use with the textbook. The titles 
included are the positions these media professionals held at the time of the recording. 

-- Ira Rosen, producer with “60 Minutes” 
-- Timothy White and Charles Young of Rolling Stone magazine 
-- Lee Thompson, TV consumer reporting with WRCA TV 
-- Tom Wilkinson, assistant managing editor of Washington Post 
-- Seymour Navasky, editor of The Nation 
-- Charles Peters, editor of Washington Monthly 
-- The late Jack Anderson, Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter and columnist 
-- Dale VanAtta, senior associate to Jack Anderson 
-- Les Whitten, free-lance journalist and former senior associate to Jack Anderson 
-- Tony Capaccio and Jack Mitchell, Anderson associates 
-- Jack Newfield and Joe Conason of Village Voice 
-- William F. Mungo Jr., ex. editor of Binghamton Newspapers 
-- Ben Phlegar, ex. editor of US news & World Report 
-- David Ostreicher, national editor of N.Y. Daily News 
-- Joseph Treaster, New York Times investigative reporter 
 

In the classroom setting or as an outside assignment, students can listen to the 
recordings, practice their note-taking skills, and then prepare a written assignment. 
Sometimes just a lead; sometimes a complete lead; sometimes a set of direct quotes; 
sometimes a full story. In the process they are (1) hearing the sage advice of some of the 
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world's top mass communication professionals, (2) ingraining those ideas by having to 
take and organize their notes, (3) synthesizing those ideas into their existing conceptual 
framework as they prepare their written reports, and (4) turning concepts into skill sets 
through repeated practice and implementation. 

Rather than trying to track receipts and codes, we are making the Crash Course 
textbook available free and asking students to go to http://Virtual-University.us and pay 
separately for access to: 

• The dozens of recorded interviews and speeches required to complete the text 
assignments. 

• Audio-visual presentations by the author relating to each chapter of the 
textbook. 

• And access to the largest database of mass communication internships in the 
world. 

And serving one or several professional internships is the best way to prepare for a 
successful career in mass communications, according to the hundreds of editors and 
publishers the author has surveyed. 
 
 

Chapter 1 – Basic Concepts of Journalism 
The Crash Course doesn’t “piddle around.” It gets you right into the most 

important, most fundamental aspects of journalism that you need to understand to get 
started on any mass media assignment, whether it’s newspaper writing, television 
reporting, public relations copy writing, or the editing of any of these mass media 
documents. This first chapter is perhaps the most important, so don’t think you can wait 
until the next chapter to start paying attention. You should literally read this chapter two or 
three times, and it prepares you so you could go to work right away. Indeed, this chapter 
is essentially what I would give to my new freelance reporters when I was an editor and 
publisher of weekly newspaper groups. Most of these new reporters had never taken a 
journalism class, so I prepared what’s in this chapter to help them go to work right away. 

 
Chapter 2 - News Writing 

“Chapter 2 – News Writing” expands on the basic rules for how to write 
journalistically, but it still manages to shrink 300-page textbooks into about 30 pages of 
explanation and examples, but then it puts you to work, applying your journalistic 
techniques with realistic assignments. 

You are provided several sets of story notes -- the kind of notes a reporter might 
end up with after doing his interview(s) and other research. You are then given a number 
of assignments relating to the story notes. You are first asked to go through some of the 
notes to find the strongest “whammy” for each. In other words, You should find the story 
element that is most likely to draw a reader into the story. Then you use write just the first 
sentence of a story. The “lead” is the most important sentence in the story, and it may take 
you as long to write a good lead as to write the rest of the story. You then use some of the 
reporter notes and the whammies to write “complete leads” -- typically two or three 
paragraphs (whatever it takes) -- to fully summarize the 5Ws while keeping the one-
sentence lead paragraph short, simple and as powerful as possible. 

You are then ready to write some complete stories, starting with those for which 
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you have already written leads, and then proceeding to other sets of notes yet unfamiliar.  
Many of the stories relate to government issues. Editors say they often determine 

whether a cub reporter is worth his salt based on how he can cover government news. If a 
young reporter comes back from a city council budget hearing with a confused look on his 
face, asking what the heck a “mil levy” is, the editor determines that he sent the wrong 
person. Student-journalists should prepare accordingly.  
 
 

Chapter 3 - News Reporting 
The first part 

of the “News 
Reporting” chapter 
introduces my “Eight 
I's of Information 
Gathering.” You are 
asked then to go to 
the http://Virtual-
University.us web site 
and listen to a series 
of recorded speeches 
and interviews of 
award-winning mass 
media professionals 
– print journalists, 
broadcast journalists 
and public relations 
practitioners. The 
content of these 
recordings are 
intended to broaden your understanding of the Mass Communications Industry while at 
the same time allowing you to practice your note-taking and reporting skills in a controlled 
environment. 

For many students this introduces the most challenging task of all — the accurate 
recording and reporting of quotes and information that come to the average student 
journalist much faster than he can take down in precise note form.  Students are not the 
only ones challenged by the task, however. According to a number of studies over the 
years, 40-60 percent of all newspaper stories contain major errors in information. The 
recorded news situations provide a laboratory method for you to practice your reporting 
skills. 

Chapter 3 then provides a large selection of “real world” assignments. You start 
with man-on-the-street and forum assignments; progress to meeting, speech, and 
interview assignments; and finally tackle complex, multi-source, in-depth stories. The 
more real reporting experiences a student has, the more prepared he will be for the job 
market. Editors can spot a laboratory test-tube journalist after reading just a few 
paragraphs of his first complete news story.  

The journalism profession involves more than just writing. Many great reporters are 
poor writers. Many great writers are poor reporters. And many great writers and reporters 
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are poor editors. This workbook attempts to create realistic copy editing, writing and 
reporting opportunities for prospective journalists. The Crash Course should be of 
considerable value in helping to produce such rare, well-rounded journalists. 
 

Chapter 4 - Editing Skills 
Chapter 3 is intended to be used in conjunction with the Associated Press 

Stylebook — the “Bible” of journalism. While most journalism students and working 
journalists have the AP Stylebook close at hand, very few of them make full use of the 
book. If you do not have an AP Stylebook and cannot find one locally, you can go to 
http://www.apstylebook.com to order one or to subscribe to the online version. 

Most would-be journalists use the AP Stylebook to answer major questions 
concerning style, but few are familiar enough with the book to feel confident that it can 
serve also as a 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar and legal 
guide. 

Chapter 4 
provides punctuation 
exercises, spelling 
exercises and 
challenging copy 
editing exercises 
with a variety of 
spelling, punctuation, 
style and grammar 
errors. The exercises 
give a hint as to which AP Stylebook pages to refer for help in making the necessary 
corrections. The chapter thus takes you essentially page by page through the AP 
Stylebook. When you are finished, you should have greatly improved your spelling, 
punctuation, grammar and style, but should also have become extremely intimate with a 
very important companion. The Stylebook can help you through many problems during 
your career. 

Chapter 4 also provides quizzes covering the AP Libel Manual contained in the 
Stylebook. 

Several versions of the Spelling & Grammar Test are included on the Virtual-
University.us web site to be assigned by instructors or to be used by students for their own 
self-advancement. Any student who can learn to score regularly in the 80s and 90s would 
have a great shot at a newspaper copy editing position. 
 

Chapter 5 – Magazine, Broadcast  
& New Media Journalism 

Chapter 5 discusses how basic print journalism skills are adapted to broadcast and 
“new media” journalism. Rewriting, video planning and audio editing assignments are 
provided to help you prepare to make that adaptation, if you desire. We also have 
recorded interviews of award-winning broadcast and new media journalists to help provide 
the realistic perspective of professionals already excelling in those fields. 
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With the anticipated convergence of media over the next decade, even students 
who now want to be print journalists need to understand how to adapt to multimedia news 
environments.  As wireless Internet becomes more accessible and more consumers begin 
using portable computers, PDAs and cell phones to access online news, printed 
publications will be forced to adapt or quit. Print journalism positions will gradually begin 
disappearing over the next few years as newspapers and magazines reduce their print 
schedule and enhance their online publications. 

You need to be prepared for that transition, but this textbook does not pretend to 
offer all the training you need in order to adapt your skills. This textbook will help, but the 
best way to prepare for the future is to serve multiple internships with print, broadcast and 
new media news organizations. Newspapers and magazines will be looking for employees 
who can help them make that transition. Without such employees, they may find 
themselves closing their doors forever. 
 

Chapter 6 - Public Relations:  
Basic Skills & New Tools  

Chapter 6 similarly discusses how these skills are adapted to the practice of public 
relations. Students have an opportunity to listen to additional recordings of public relations 
practitioners and to prepare PR strategies and tactics, press releases, executive 
biographies, speeches, presentations, and other PR assignments using the journalism 
skills they have already developed.  

Many of the top public relations practitioners began their careers as journalists and 
are convinced that journalism is the best way to prepare for a successful PR career. From 
the perspective of a longtime newspaper editor, this writer can attest to the obvious 
difference in the work of former journalists and the work of PR practitioners who have 
never worked in a newsroom. Former journalists know how to orient their PR writing to the 
needs and demands of news professionals. Those without such a background can never 
quite understand why so many of their press releases are thrown into the trash or reduced 
to a brief in the back of the newspaper. During my career I have had the opportunity to 
successfully adapt my journalism skills to the needs of various PR positions. 
 

Chapter 7 – INTERNSHIPS: Final Preparation for  
a Successful Career in Mass Communications 

And, finally, Chapter 7 helps prepare you to serve one or several professional 
internships to fine-tune your skills and get some real-world experience before entering the 
job market – or perhaps after you have futilely tried to enter the job market before you 
were adequately prepared. You may well have run into that Catch 22 of not being given 
the opportunity to get experience because you don't already have enough experience. 
That's where internships and apprenticeships can make all the difference between a 
successful career, an unsuccessful career or no career at all in the field of mass 
communications.  
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Professional print and broadcast journalists are adamant in their support of 
internships as the best way for young journalists to prepare for a career in the mass 
communications industry. And it can also be one of the most cost-effective ways to 
prepare for a mass comm career. You may not get paid, but then it doesn't have to cost 
you very much, either. If you already have all the credits you need to graduate, you can 
enroll in Virtual-University.us courses and internships/apprenticeships for as little as $750 
a year. We have all the media contacts you should need on our web site, and if you need 
our help, we can negotiate a position for you. While you are doing your internship, you are 
simultaneously enrolled in a weekly seminar where you can share your experiences, 
contribute to an online multimedia newspaper, and receive the ongoing support you need 
to achieve success through experiential education. 

Indeed, 
perhaps the most 
valuable resource on 
our http://Virtual-
University.us web site 
is our 
Communications 
Internship Database, 
which includes 
thousands of 
opportunities across 
the U.S. and beyond. 
Even though student 
journalists may have 
technically qualified to 
graduate, they should 
give serious 

consideration to serving a series of professional internships to broaden their 
understanding and sharpen their skills. A 4-month internship with a newspaper or 
magazine; followed by another 4-month internship in broadcast or new media journalism; 
and then a 4-month overseas internship can be very enjoyable and extremely rewarding. 
There is almost no doubt that such a student will make more money, have greater 
opportunities, and enjoy their career more than one who immediately tries to jump from 
classroom journalism to professional journalism. 

You can also think of your internship as an extended job interview. Once you have 
worked for a mass communication organization, they will think of you when a job becomes 
available. It may happen while you're right there already available to step in, or it may 
happen months later. But if you have done well in your internship, the executives of that 
organization will already know you can do the job and will already be able to envision you 
as a member of their team.  
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Chapter 1 
 

Basic Concepts  
of Journalism 

 
The material contained in this book synthesizes what you need to 

learn to prepare for a 
successful career in 
mass 
communications. It 
doesn't look so 
difficult, does it? It is 
sad to note, however, 
that many journalism 
graduates enter the 
job market, never 
having fully 
mastered these 
simple basics. Yet, 
as an editor and 
publisher of a group 
of suburban weekly 
newspapers, I hired 
numerous reporters 
who had never taken even one journalism class. They were older 
individuals with a lot of “life experience” and good spelling and grammar 
skills. I wrote essentially this one chapter to help get them started as 
professional reporters, and several of them ended up winning journalism 
awards for their efforts. It would be to your advantage to go over this 
material several times as you learn and practice these basic journalism 
skills. Then you will be ready to begin refining your reporting, writing and 
editing techniques as an intern and then as a professional.  . 

Finding 'The News' 
News is whatever journalists say it is. Certainly not every new discovery, 

new program, new proposal, new assertion and new thought could be carried 
in the news media. Yet, loosely speaking, it is all news. And, in actuality, a lot 
of what is overlooked by journalists every day could be as newsworthy as that 
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which does appear in the news media. 
From what events they are aware of, journalists try to choose the most 

newsworthy to actually present to the public as “news.” They usually start off with 
the happenings of the day which, from experience, they presume to be of most 
importance or of interest to the public. These stories are also some of the easiest 
stories to cover with limited staffing. The journalists cover specific "beats," 
gathering news from crime blotters, government meetings, speeches and press 
conferences, strikes and rallies, etc. 

Sometimes, instead of starting with an event, the journalist will start with 
an issue. The journalist's reporting of the issue makes it news even if no one 
other than that journalist has ever thought about it before. 

Another alternative is to interview an individual and allow him to create 
the news of the day. The reporter may have no idea what the person is going to 
say, but for some reason he suspects the public would be interested in that 
individual’s opinions and insights. The individual may be famous, powerful, 
highly credible or just interesting. But, for whatever reason, the journalist decides 
that person is news – almost regardless of what he says. 

And, of course, there are unplanned incidents and major disasters that 
need to be covered. Some of these fall within one reporter's "beat," but frequently 
they do not. In some cases multiple reporters must be assigned to cover a major 
unplanned incident, such as an airplane crash, natural disaster or a 
governmental crisis. 

The same news stories can be approached from many different 
perspectives. There may be literally millions of people with some expertise who 
could render a credible opinion. The reporter must choose. He can take a single 
source and interview in depth. He can talk to many sources and combine their 
views into one story. Or he can personally immerse himself into the story – 
become part of the news, reporting on what he himself may observe or 
experience. He can look at a problem from an industrial, consumer, political, 
social, scientific or individual perspective. He can review what has happened 
already, what is happening right now, or what is likely to happen in the future – 
near or distant. 

 

Basic News Values 
Basic news values are considered when determining what should or 

should not become part of today’s news: 
• TIMELINESS: What is closest to NOW is generally of the most 

interest. If something is of the too distant past or too distant future, 
there is little public interest. Timeliness is a relative concept, however, 
relating to what has been reported previously. An important or 
interesting fact from World War I can be very newsworthy if no one 
has ever reported it before. On the other hand, a fact about an event 
yesterday may have lost its newsworthiness because it was reported 
widely in the news media already. 

• PROXIMITY: What is closest to us is generally of the most interest. An 
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accident in 
our 
community is 
of greater 
newsworthin
ess to us 
than an 
accident in a 
city 1,000 
miles away. 
Proximity 
may be 
social or 
cultural, as 
well as 
geographic, 
however. 
Civil strife in 
Europe is of more interest to most Americans than civil strife in Africa. 
One could ask, “In a news sense, how many Indonesians are equal to 
one member of my own community? How many Indonesians would 
have to die to bump a story about a local fatal traffic accident from the 
front page?” 

• PATHOS: Stories that tug at the heart strings have a special appeal to 
many news consumers. People like to “feel.” Crying over someone 
else’s problems is better than being bored with one’s own. 

• HUMOR: We all need some comic relief amid otherwise serious news. 
News stories with a humorous angle, therefore, are in high demand by 
consumers and editors. 

• LOVE: Tender emotions stirred by children, animals, or an attractive 
person frequently enhance a story’s value, similar to pathos.  

• ACHIEVEMENT: Victory or great accomplishment is appealing to 
news consumers. This is especially so if the consumer feels a part of 
the achievement. The victory of someone from one’s own country in 
the Olympics, for example, is typically of much greater interest than a 
victory by an athlete from another country. Achievement is a more 
powerful element when combined with love, pathos, suspense or 
personal consequence. 

• PROMINENCE: An event involving a prominent person is generally of 
more interest than a similar event involving someone of little notoriety. 
By definition, the more prominent a person is, the more people feel 
they know him personally, that somehow he is a part of their life. 

• SUSPENSE: Stories concerning crime, conflict or survival are often 
more newsworthy because of the element of suspense. People project 
themselves into the situation, as they do with a movie thriller or a 
novel. Such stories are usually never over in a day, but require follow-
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up coverage to satisfy long-term consumer interest. 
• CURIOSITY: Oddities and unusual happenings appeal to the 

public's curiosity. But even fairly typical happenings have some 
degree of curiosity appeal. The human mind wants to understand 
what is going on around it. This is true with everyday happenings 
that we may not understand -- something so simple as why the 
sky is blue. Much greater curiosity is stirred by things for which we 
have no satisfactory intellectual explanation -- UFOs, ghosts, 
magic and miracles – as well as such everyday occurrences as 
crimes, disasters, crises and essentially everything we call “news.” 
Certainly curiosity must be one of the strongest news values.  

• CONSEQUENCE: If there is a stronger news appeal than curiosity, 
it is probably consequence. We are curious about some strange 
thing happening on the other side of the world, but we are much 
more concerned if we think it may affect us. The power of proximity 
is rooted primarily in consequence. What is near to us is more 
likely to affect us than that which is far away and, thus, probably of 
little personal consequence. 

Harvey Priority  
of News Values 

Consequence 
Curiosity 
Suspense 

Pathos, Love & Humor 
Timeliness & Proximity 

Achievement 
Prominence 

 
News values are basic human values and emotions that extend far 

beyond the news, per se. All communications are influenced by them – 
religion, education, art, marketing, entertainment, fiction and even gossip 
rely on these human appeals. The more we recognize these elements in 
the world around us and the better we can manipulate language to utilize 
these values, the more effective we will be as communicators. 

The difference between a journalist and some other kinds of 
communicators should be a commitment to truth and its value in our society, 
the recognition that we ourselves may not know the truth and are subject to 
our own biases, but a conviction that truth will triumph if given a fair and 
unbiased forum.  
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This Crash Course will help you to gather news fairly and effectively 
and then to prepare the news report professionally. 

 
 

 
 
Gathering the News 

The key to gathering information effectively is to ask questions -- the 
right questions to the right people until you obtain the right answers. You must 
be prepared to ask your questions quickly but without leaving any dangling, 
unanswered questions to undermine your efforts.  It helps to bone up on your 
subject and on your sources in order to have intelligent questions prepared 
ahead of time and in order to interpret the responses intelligently after the 
interview. . 

Whether or not you have time to prepare, don’t forget the basic 5Ws:  
Who? 
What? 
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When? 
Where? 
Why? 
How? 

If you forget one of these questions or fail to pursue it adequately, you 
will have a big hole in your story. Memorize the 5Ws and really use them. 
Recognize, however, what it means to pursue the question. If you ask WHO 
broke into Watergate (and the Democratic National Headquarters), don't forget 
to ask WHO put them up to it and WHO is trying to cover it up or you will fall 
short of your journalistic responsibility. 

Pursue, Pursue, Pursue! "How?" and "Why?" are the two most 
neglected questions. Why did this happen? Why did they do it? Why isn't 
anybody doing anything to correct this? Why are you giving me the run-
around? Precisely how did it occur -- detail by detail? How does this compare -- 
currently and historically? How would you feel if [fill in the blank…]? How did 
you arrive at that conclusion? Why do you reject this other possibility? How 
would you resolve this problem? How would you explain this to a layman, 
perhaps a high school student? How would you persuade the opposition? How 
would you summarize your position or explanation? How would you summarize 
your opponent's position? 

Perhaps it is impossible to ask all the questions you would like to ask, 
but don't be too easily satisfied. There are literally hundreds of questions to be 
asked and usually hundreds of sources that could answer at least some of the 
questions, each in a very different way. Certainly most journalists -- young and 
old -- error in asking too few questions of too few people. 

And don't forget, to pursue your non-people sources, too: libraries, 
government and other public records, and, when available, private documents. 
Some journalists literally go through garbage cans in their search for private 
documents. Learn your rights under the various state and federal sunshine 
laws -- laws regarding open public records and open public meetings. 

It doesn't do much good to ask questions, however, if you fail to report 
the answers fully and accurately. QUOTE when possible. In most cases your 
stories should be 20-40 percent direct quote. The rest can be indirect quote, 
paraphrase, summary or direct observation, but just about everything not 
personally observed by the reporter should be attributed to someone else. 
Again, attribute essentially everything! 

Quote/summarize/quote/summarize/quote/summarize/quote. You can 
mix it up a little, but in writing a news story, the more quotes you have to 
choose from, the better. Direct quotes are important. They carry greater 
credibility and they humanize the source. The difference between paraphrase 
and direct quote is essentially the same difference as between a TV anchorman 
telling about a speech by the president as opposed to the TV audience seeing 
and hearing the speech on video. 

Generally you save a lot of time if you just take notes and don't have to go 
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back and transcribe a recording. So, most print journalists do not use recorders. 
On the other hand, I asked newspaper editors in a survey how important it 
would be for journalism schools to teach their future employees shorthand or 
speed writing. I was surprised that they were largely opposed to the idea. They 
felt the deadline pressure was too great for reporters to take too many notes. 
Some explained that the process of taking notes is essentially a process of 
deciding on the fly what information is most important. If you take too many 
notes, it takes too long to write the story. 

 
 
The ability of reporters to make the best decisions while rapidly trying to 

keep pace with a speaker is questionable. What I find is that many reporters -- 
particularly new reporters – start writing down a quote, hear something else of 
interest, abandon the first quote and start the second, then abandon that quote 
for yet a third one. They can go through an hour-long interview with no 
complete quotes at all. 

I think direct quotes are very valuable in a story; some journalists do not. I 
think accuracy is very important; some journalists are not as meticulous. 
Indeed, one award-winning New York Times reporter told me he doesn’t take 
any notes while interviewing people. He’s afraid that will cause sources not to 
be as forthright as if the reporter talks to them casually and maintains eye 
contact. After the interview he quickly finds a spot where he can write down all 
the information he has been able to retain in his mind.  
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Different professionals have different approaches. All that said, here are 
some tips for your note-taking: 

• While taking notes, listen carefully. When you hear a good quote, 
capture it in your mind and write it down quickly while you are only 
half-listening to the ongoing discussion.  

• If you don't know formal shorthand or speedwriting, speed up your 
note-taking by leaving out words such as "the,” “a,” “an,” and “of" 
and any other words you think you can fill in later. You can also 
learn to leave out letters within words, particularly vowels, and still 
be able to decipher your notes. 

• Be pragmatic. Understand that you won’t have time to take down all 
the notes you would like. It is better to get a half-dozen complete 
quotes than two dozen half quotes.  

• After your interview you can still do what the N.Y. Times reporter 
suggested and quickly write down other information to be used as 
indirect quotes and paraphrases. 

• Be sure to keep track which notes are quotes and which are 
.paraphrases.  

• Be as careful with your quote-taking as possible, but don't be too 
frustrated by perfectionism. Few reporters take down quotes 
absolutely word perfect. In fact, after a White House interview, 
reporters frequently get together to make sure they are all quoting 
the president the same in order not to be embarrassed later. If 
there were only one reporter – which is the case in most interviews 
– a reporter would be on his own. But the only person who could 
dispute the quote normally would be the interviewee himself. I tell 
new reporters to be accurate enough so the source will not be sure 
whether you were exactly accurate or not. Think about a 
conversation you had with someone yesterday. How exact is your 
own memory? You probably don’t remember every word you used, 
but you do remember the essence and intent of what you said. So, 
if a reporter is a few words off, the source probably won’t know or 
care as long as the essence is accurate. 

• Most professional reporters feel they have the obligation to both 
their sources and their readers to do some quote doctoring anyway 
-- cutting down run-on sentences, correcting grammar, cutting out 
dead wood and irrelevant information, etc.  

• Many reporters combine separate partial quotes into single 
complete quotes and don't bother to use an ellipsis (...) to indicate 
missing material in between. Others question the ethics of 
"marrying" such quotes, especially if there is a lot of material 
separating the quotes or if the “marriage” changes the sense of the 
quotes. Again, the key, I believe, is whether the source himself will 
know the difference.  

• If most of the words are quoted accurately and the essence of the 
quote is true, it should be OK. That gives you quite a bit of latitude. 
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But be sure not to misrepresent the source. It is possible to take a 
precise and accurate quote even out of a recorded interview and 
misrepresent the intent of the source. That’s not fair even if 
accurate. 

• If you are reporting on a prepared speech or statement, you should 
ask for a copy ahead of time to follow, and you will obviously want 
to report precisely.  

• As you are taking notes, also think ahead to how the story will be 
written. Ignore irrelevant remarks -- even if they are funny or 

profound. Establish in your notes certain newsworthy themes and 
listen for quotes and details that amplify the themes. Consider what 
is important and of interest to your readers. Remember the basic 
news values: consequence, prominence, proximity, timeliness, and 
the general human interests – curiosity, suspense, pathos, humor, 
love and achievement. 

• If you have time, especially as you first get started in the business, 
you may want to use a recorder, but also take notes. Write your 
story mostly from your notes, turning to the recording only for very 
important quotes and details you have missed in your notes. Your 
notes also act as a table of contents to your recording, helping you 
to find the right part to transcribe without having to listen to the 
entire recording. Most reporters are particularly concerned that a 
recorder will make a source hesitant to speak openly. I still use a 
recorder a lot and find it is NOT much of an inhibiting factor. Most 
sources do not presume they are in an antagonistic interaction, or 
they think they can control the situation even if being recorded. I 
find that sources tend to forget the recorder since I am able to 
maintain better eye contact and make the interview more 
conversational. My recordings have allowed me to get two city 
mayors out of office who tried to deny what they told me. All I had 
to do on my editorial page was to invite anyone who wanted to hear 
the recordings to come to my office. In a more recent incident, I 
posted an entire recorded interview on the Internet after a public 
official denied statements she had made. 

• Recorders are illegal in many states if the sources are not aware 
they are being recorded. However, if you have no intent on telling 
anyone you recorded a conversation, who is hurt by it? I frequently 
use a recorder on telephone interviews, for example. If the source 
is antagonistic, I can still get a lot out of a brief interview even if the 
source hangs up on me in 30 seconds -- IF I have recorded every 
word. In one state where it is legal, I recorded an abrupt 15-second 
interview, which not only gave me good story material but actually 
kept me OUT of a lawsuit. I was able to prove my quote was 
accurate. Personally, I don’t think a recorder used by a reporter 
should ever be illegal if the purpose is to enhance accuracy. 

• If you can always keep in mind what is relevant and of reader 
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interest, a handful of good, complete quotes, plus a few 
informational notes and your memory, can provide adequate 
material for a good story. You can't cover everything; be realistic. 

• Be sure to obtain adequate information to fully identify those to 
whom you will be attributing quotes and information, as well as 

those to whom your sources may refer. Relevant information for full 
identification, depending on the circumstances, may include name, 
nickname, address, occupation, job title, age, race or nationality, 
relationships, and involvement in past news.  

• If you come away from the interview or meeting with unanswered 
questions, call your sources back, email them or follow up in some 
other way until you have filled the holes. Don't stop pursuing 
information until you have all the information you need or until your 
news sources flatly refuse to answer your questions. Refusal to 
answer questions is sometimes bigger news than the response 
itself would have been. 

• And, finally, in this Internet age, I frequently conduct entire 
interviews by email. In these “eviews,” as I call them, I send a 
source a series of questions and suggest they will be able to 
respond more accurately and in exactly the words they want to use 
if they respond by email, but, if they prefer, I’ll give them a phone 
call. Most like the opportunity to answer by email, and it makes my 
work both easier and more accurate. 
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Writing the Story 

Find your WHAMMY! Your whammy is the most interesting item in your 
notes. It is the aspect most likely to grab your readers’ attention and pull them 
into the story. It is the item you believe should, therefore, be featured in the 
headline and in your first paragraph – the “lead” of your story. 

I ask my writers and my students to write a prospective headline at the top 
of their stories before they start writing the story itself. It helps them to identify 
their whammy, and it sometimes suggests how to word their lead paragraph. At 
the same time, it may help an editor in creating the actual headline to be used in 
the newspaper. However, don’t get confused. The headline is NOT part of the 
story and not normally the reporter’s job to write. 

For a long time it was taught that a summary of all of the 5Ws should be 
included in the lead – the first paragraph. However, research has shown that lead 
paragraphs longer than 25-35 words lose readership. They appear too long 
graphically. They are intimidating. They are not easily skimmed. They dilute the 
impact of the whammy. 

Therefore, it is better to have a short, high-impact lead of 25 words, 
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emphasizing the whammy, and then to finish the summary of the remaining 5Ws 
in the second paragraph. Accordingly, you should think of the first two 
paragraphs as your “complete lead” and your first paragraph (almost never more 
than one sentence) as simply your “lead.” 

Your story then extends out of your complete lead in what is referred to as 
“inverted pyramid” style. Your most important information has already been 
included in the complete lead. Now essentially begin the story again but in more 
detail, working your way down until you reach your least important detail in the 
very last paragraph.   

Readers rarely read an entire newspaper story, so provide them with the 
most important information first. Also, when space is tight, editors will cut your 
story from the tail end. Your story should be written so it can be cut anywhere 
past the second paragraph and still sound somewhat complete. In fact, a typical 
radio news story wouldn’t have more than three paragraphs of about two 
sentences apiece (six total sentences), and even a major television story may be 
limited to eight or 10 paragraphs (or about 16-20 sentences). So, a newspaper’s 
“complete lead” of 3-5 sentences is not much shorter than some broadcast news 
stories. 

And, in conclusion, don’t write conclusions! There are no conclusions in 
inverted pyramid news writing. The exceptions are feature stories, analyses and 
editorials. But standard news stories do not have conclusions. 
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Copy Preparation & Editing 
Here are some general and Associated Press style rules to follow in 

preparing your news stories.  
 

1 Don't write a headline for a story unless you are assigned to do so. Most 
editors will not want you to spend time writing headlines. That's the job of an 
editor. Instructors may ask you to do so, however, as an exercise in 
identifying the “whammy” of the story. The headline and the lead both 
typically give emphasis to the whammy -- the main point of interest or concern 
in the story. In my classes I DO ask students to write a headline to help them 
clarify the whammy. 

 
2 Always fully IDENTIFY everyone mentioned in the story. That is, not only a 

person's name but additional information, such as title, occupation, address, 
age, previous news involvement, etc., as appropriate. Be extremely careful 
with the spelling of names and exact titles. It's such a simple point that it is 
often overlooked, which makes you look awfully stupid. If in doubt, verify 
names and addresses, using phone books or institutional records.  

 
3 SIMPLICITY is a journalistic virtue. Newspaper readers have a wide 

educational range that must be served, but even for the most sophisticated 
reader simplicity is appreciated. Newspaper readers are skimmers. If your 
writing is too complex, readers will simply go on to another story. 

 
--Keep sentences simple. Don't use more than two clauses in one sentence. 
If there is more to say, break it into a separate sentence.  
 
-- Keep vocabulary simple. If precise jargon must be used, define it clearly 
for your readers. Your writing should be about junior high level. Your topic 
may be complex, but your writing must not be. 
-- Eliminate any “cute,” flowery, profound, or verbose language. 
Professionals are primarily concerned with the facts and use creative writing 
techniques with restraint. 
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4 SHORT PARAGRAPHS. Never have paragraphs over three sentences long -- 

generally 1-2 sentences. Paragraphs must be cut down from standard English 
composition or readers will not read them in a newspaper. A standard English 
paragraph might run 8 inches long when set in a narrow 2-inch newspaper 
column. That would appear too complex for typical newspaper skimmers to 
undertake.   

 
5 SPELLING, GRAMMAR & PUNCTUATION. Bone up on your basic spelling, 

punctuation and grammar. That is the No. 1 complaint of editors. Don't guess. 
If in doubt, look it up. If too much needless editing has to be performed on 
your copy, your job is in jeopardy. 

 
6 When the story is complete, read it to yourself to check grammar and 

continuity. If a sentence sounds at all awkward to you, it will certainly sound 
worse to your editor and to your readers. Because you know what you 
intended to write, your mind will often fill in missing words, overlook typos or 
not catch misspellings or poor grammar. One method to keep your mind from 
filling in those blanks is to read backwards through your story one sentence at 
a time, starting with the very last sentence. Another strategy, if your deadline 
will allow it, is to put your story aside and come back to it a few hours or a day 
later. 
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7 Do not underline for the sake of emphasis, and avoid any similar graphic 
devices. If any is needed, the editors will take care of it. 
 

8 LEARN NEWSPAPER STYLE. In order to avoid apparent conflicts in style, 
most publications have adopted some standard, such as the AP Stylebook, 
which you should be using in conjunction with this workbook. Refer to the 
Stylebook for greater detail, but Chapter 4 includes a number of examples of 
important style rules you should keep in mind. The rules relate to such 
situations as: 

 
(a) DAY & DATES -- Do you ever need both day and date? When should 

you use one; when the other? 
(b) PROXIMITY & TIMELINESS -- How do you give them emphasis?  
(c) NAMES &TITLES — When do you use proper and courtesy titles? 

When do you capitalize a person's title? When can you abbreviate?  
(d) ABBREVIATIONS — When can you abbreviate names of 

organizations, words like “street” and “avenue,” dates, states, proper 
names and directions? 

(e) CAPITALIZATION — When do you capitalize names of organizations, 
names of political bodies and subdivisions, nicknames, titles, seasons, 
languages and abbreviations? 

(f) PUNCUATION -- When do commas, periods and other punctuation 
marks go inside quotation marks? When do you use parentheses? 
Should compound adjectives be hyphenated? Are apostrophes used 
with numbers and names of organizations? Is a comma need in a 
simple series, such as “red, white__ and blue?” 

(g) PRONOUNS -- Is it proper to use a plural pronoun or adjective to refer 
to a collective noun, such as the “city council”? In other words, do you 
refer to city council as “it” or “they”? 

(h) FIGURES — When using numbers, in what circumstances do you spell 
out the numbers, and in what circumstances do you use figures? 

 
9 AGAIN, DON'T GUESS. There is one kind of writer who is sure to make an 

editor angrier than one with poor punctuation and spelling skills — that's one 
who doesn't care, someone with perhaps even superior English skills but who 
guesses when uncertain, someone who is simply sloppy, someone who 
makes errors and thinks it's someone else's problem. A dictionary and an AP 
Stylebook should be by your computer or available online at all times, and the 
best journalists will make frequent use of both companions. 
 

10 KNOW HOW TO USE COPY EDITING SYMBOLS. Most editing is done 
nowadays on a computer. But there are times when you must edit printed text 
– whether your own or someone else's. There are fairly standard editing 
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symbols that journalists use. Below is a list of basic copy editing symbols you 
should know and use consistently when such circumstances arise. You can 
find a similar list in your AP Stylebook. 

 
Chapter 1 Assignments  
USING COPY EDITING SYMBOLS 

 
1. Using the editing symbols above, edit the exercise below: 

 
a) Transpose teh inverted letters adn words this in sentenec. 

b) Insert two commas a dash a hyphen and a period in this error filled 

sentence even if you would prefer to take a nap 
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c) make the corrections in capitalization in This SENTENCE that harvey has 

provided. 

d) I want you to put quote marks in this sentence yelled the professor  And 

dont neglect youre other punctuation and copyediting responsibiliitees 

e) Inn this senntence I would like you too delete all of thee the 

unnneccessary words words and letters.  

f) You also need knowhow to separate run-onwords and to insert missing.  

g) Mising leters also nedd to be added somatimes in plase of othors. 

h) At ti mes you you neeed to use a clo sure markings to indicate that the 

editor or secr etary should reed read over the empty or deleated space. 

i) A circle is a simple way of indicating to Mister Smith, your prof., that a no. 

or abbrev.  needs to be spelled out, that a spelled out word needs to be 

abbreviated, or that a spelled out number needs to be put into figure 

form. Generally, numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 should be spelled 

out, while ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, etcetera, should be made into 

figures. 

j) Remember that paragrafs should, in journalism, should not be more than 

too sentences longwith the possible exception of 3 extremely short and 

related sentences. Maybee you ought to putt a symbol in this parragraf to 

show it should bee at least too and may be 3 paragraphs. their are also 

lotts of othor errers in this paragraph. You should obviously makee thee 

oter corrections, two, as neeeded
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2. Again using proper editing symbols, correct the errors in the following 

sentences, Look particularly for grammar errors referred to in the sentences 
themselves. 

 
TWENTY RULES FOR WRITING GOOD AND FOR YOU TO EDIT, COPY-WISE 
 

a) Always deliver that which you promise 

b) Each pronoun should agree with their antecedent.  

c) Between you and I, case is important. 

d) Verbs has to agree with their subject. 

e) Don't be a person whom people realize confuses “who” and “whom.”  

f) Never use no double negatives. 

g) A writer mustn't shift your point of view. 

h) When writing, participles must not be dangled. Don't do it even if it’s hard 

not to. 

i) Join clauses good, like a conjunction should. 

j) Don't write run-on sentences, you need to punctuate them properly. 

k) About sentence fragments. Don't. Unless it's for effect. 

l) In letters themes and reports use commas to separate items in a series 

as well as phrases and clauses when required. 

m) Don't, use commas, that aren't necessary. 

n) Its important to use apostrophe's in the right place's. 

o) Don't abbrev. unless approved by the Associated Press Stylebook.  

p) Check to see if you any words out. 

q) Try to never split infinitives. 

r) Avoid using a preposition to end a sentence with. That's a practice up 
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with which some readers will not put. 

s) Parallel structure will help you in writing more effective sentences, to 

express yourself more gracefully and in pleasing your editor. 

t) In my own personal opinion I think that an author when he is writing 

should not get into the habit of making use of too many unnecessary 

words that he does not really need to use.  

u) Last, but not least, lay off clinches and mixed metaphors. They might 

kindle a flood if anger in your editor.  

       (Anonymous, adapted)  
 
3. Refer to the first 10 sets of reporter's notes in the exercise portion of Chapter 

2. Write one sentence describing what you feel is the most powerful 
“whammy” of each story. Don't make this assignment more difficult than it 
already is. You are NOT writing a lead. You are NOT being evaluated for your 
writing. You ARE being evaluated on your “nose” for news. What should a 
writer emphasize in each of these stories? 
 

4. Refer back to the first 10 sets of story notes in Chapter 2. Using the “news 
values” discussed in this chapter, compare Story #1 and Story #2, defending 
your choice as to which story should be given better placement in tomorrow 
morning's newspaper. Likewise, compare #2 vs #3, #3 as #4, #4 vs #5, #5 vs. 
#6, #6 vs #7, #7 vs #8, #8 vs #9, and #10 vs #1. Now, finally, select your top 
three stories and rank them in order of priority. This could make for good 
classroom debate.  
 

5. Refer to the first 10 story notes of Chapter 2 one more time. This time think 
about what questions have not been answered in the reporter's notes. In 
other words, what questions would you still want to ask. Write down the most 
critical one of two “unanswered questions” for each story. Include, if possible, 
who you would ask the questions, and, if you feel it is necessary, explain why 
the questions are important. 

 
6. Cut 10 leads out of a local newspaper and explain (a) what the whammy us 

for each of the leads and (b) why you feel the lead is good.  
 
7. Cut 10 mediocre or poor leads out of a local newspaper and explain what's 

wrong with each. Now rewrite each your way, and your instructor will decide 



Crash Course in Journalism  Page 20 

which version is better. 
8. Cut 10 stories out of the newspaper and write down what you feel are the 

most important “unanswered questions” for each.  
9. Using this textbook, any other specifically assigned textbooks, and other 

sources available to you in the library or in the “real world,” write a short, 5- to 
8-page term paper on each of the topics below. Use writing examples from 
your local daily newspaper to illustrate your points. You should write the 
papers as a journalist, but pretending that each printed source is a source you 
have personally interviewed. You should quote and attribute liberally, keeping 
your own opinions out of the story. With the first attribution to a particular 
source, you should place its bibliographical information in parentheses, in the 
following manner:  

According to Professor Ken Harvey (Crash Course in 
Journalism, Buffalo, NY: Newstext Press, 1984, p. 7), 
there are relatively few rules to becoming a good 
Journalist. Harvey says hard work, an understanding of 
news style, and an insatiable curiosity are the essential 
characteristics. 

 
The second time you refer to a particular author or source in one of your term 
papers, you may refer to him by his last name only and place only the page 
reference in parentheses: 
 

Harvey says (p.10) that all human communication is 
controlled by a handful of human values.  

 
If it helps, pretend that you are writing the articles for a magazine, such as 
Writer's Digest. 
 
10. MINI-TERM PAPERS 

a) How to “grab” and keep readers' interest. 
b) How to write simple, clear, powerful summary leads. 
c) How to investigate and gather news effectively. 
d) How to organize your information into an effective story. 
e) How to maintain accuracy in your news work. 
f) How to handle quotes and attribution. 
g) How to use background information to write a follow-up or second-day 
story. 
h) How to rewrite stories from other publications. 
i) How to be a “complete” reporter. 

 
These term paper assignments are particularly important if an instructor is using 
the Crash Course as the sole text of a course. 
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Chapter 2 

News Writing 
  

You are competing. You're competing with other reporters or prospective 
reporters for the best jobs. You're competing for front-page newspaper space or 
the lead-off spot on the broadcast news, for readership or viewership, and for 
public and peer recognition. You're competing for attention in a world of 
screaming headlines, blaring sound bites, entertainment and distractions of every 
nature. The better you compete, the faster you will rise in the mass 
communications industry, the more you will be acclaimed, the more you will be 
paid. 

You start the competition by coming up with good story ideas and by 
finding good sources. Creativity is a plus, but hard work is a viable alternative. If 
you interview a lot of people and ask a lot of questions about a lot of different 
issues, you should be able to ferret out a good story. As you conduct your 
interviews, however, be constantly thinking about how you are going to utilize the 
information in your story. Think about your lead, what you're going to emphasize, 
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focus on, and develop. Consider good potential "whammies.” 
Your whammy is the most interesting aspect in your notes. It is the item 

that is most likely to grab your readers' attention and pull them into the story. It is 
the item you believe should, therefore, be featured in the headline and in your 
first paragraph -- the lead. In fact, I ask my new writers to write a prospective 
headline at the top of their story before they start writing the story itself. That 
helps them to identify their whammy, and sometimes suggests ways to word 
their lead paragraph.  

So, after you have conducted your interviews and investigations, find your 
WHAMMY! Look through your notes for those elements that will make your 
reader most curious, most angry, most sad, most happy, most outraged, most 
amazed or most excited. Grab your readers quickly -- by the head, by the heart, 
by the gut or by the pocketbooks. You can even pull their leg, but grab your 
readers and pull them into the story. 

Recheck your whammy possibilities and make sure your whammy 
selection also fairly represents your overall story. We balance on a thin line 
between sensationalism and legitimate journalism. Your job is to tell your story in 
the most interesting way possible. But you must not mislead your reader, 
misrepresent or puff your story, or treat sources, facts or readers unfairly. 

Now you will use your whammy in the very first sentence of your story – 
the LEAD. In so doing, you must determine the best way to feature and 
emphasize your whammy.  I urge my writers to manipulate their verbiage to 
bring their whammy element to the front of their lead in order to properly 
emphasize it and catch their readers’ interest as quickly as possible.  The lead is 
the showcase, and you should avoid hiding your prize element behind less 
exciting features. 
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For a long time it was taught that the essence of the 5 W’s should be 

contained in the lead paragraph. However, research shows that lead paragraphs 
of more than 25-35 words lose readership. They appear too long graphically. 
They are intimidating. They are not easy to skim. And they dilute the impact of 
the whammy. 

Therefore, it is better to have a short, high-impact lead of 25 words, 
emphasizing the whammy, and then to finish the summary of the remaining 5 
W’s in the second paragraph. Accordingly, you may want to think of your first 
paragraph (almost never more than one sentence) as your lead and Paragraphs 
1 and 2 together as your “complete lead.”  
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TYPES OF LEADS 
There are different types of leads, as illustrated above. In each case – in 

the way I define leads – the paragraph pushes the WHAMMY to the front for 
emphasis. Read over the sample leads above and note how each one gives 
emphasis in a different way.  

The most frequently used lead is the WHO lead, but it is overused. A 
journalist should consider if one of these other types of leads might not make his 
story more powerful -- if it might not draw more readers into the story, which is 
the lead’s primary purpose. 

You must control words to get them to do what you want them to do – in 
this case you want to tell the reader what this story is about, but tell him in the 
most powerful, attractive way to get the reader to want to know more. 

In the examples below, I have underlined the emphasized element in 
various types of leads.  In some cases the emphasized element is not probably 
the strongest whammy within the sentence, in which case the writer perhaps 
should have chosen a different kind of lead to bring the stronger element up to 
the front.  Nevertheless, notice how each sentence is structured and how the 
words are manipulated to give emphasis to different elements. 
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WHO LEAD 
A who lead emphasizes the who element. For example: 
A 4-year-old girl on the verge of death today received an unexpected 

visit from the president of the United States. 
Who did this happen to? To a 4-year-old girl on the verge of death. In this 

case the writer has decided that is the whammy, so he emphasizes that element. 
Here are two more examples. 

Over 300,000 individuals are killed each year in what some call the 
greatest mass murder since Hitler.  Others call it progress.  It’s usually 
called simply abortion. 

“Marxist Joe” Burton has become the first major leader of the U.S. 
Marxist-Leninist movement to defect. 
 
WHAT LEAD 

A “what” lead should generally emphasize what happened, not what did 
something.  When you say a dog bit a mailman, you have the same construction 
as if you say a mailman bit a dog.  The subject of the sentence is an animal, but 
even though we would refer to the dog as “what” rather than “who,” the lead 
would still essentially be a who lead.  In contrast, the what leads below do not 
emphasize an entity, but rather an occurrence. 

A police raid on Tex German’s young watermelon plants may lead to 
a $10,000 law suit. 

What happened? A police raid is what happened, and in this lead that is 
emphasized. And here are two more examples: 

A brush fire roaring out of control just outside Los Angeles has 
already caused $30 million in damage and is threatening a $100 million 
shopping center. 

Doubling costs of civic construction projects, such as the Crosstown 
Expressway, have been caused by crowd-pleasing politicians, shortages of 
materials and inflated currency, according to three local engineers. 
 
WHEN LEADS 

When leads and where leads are not very common, but as these 
examples suggest, under the right circumstances they could be very effective. 

Following a name-calling, fist-pounding shouting match between 
Mayor Jim Kane and Council Chairman Joe Keller, the City Council voted 
unanimously last night to hire an independent auditor to examine the 
mayor’s proposed budget. 

When did it happen? Following a name-calling, fist-pounding shouting 
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match, and that is what the writer has emphasized. And here’s another example. 
After looking all over the county for an escaped convict today, police 

officers found him calmly enjoying a birthday party with his wife and 2-year 
old son. 
 

WHERE LEAD 
A where lead emphasizes where it occurred, such as in this example: 
Just a few inches from freedom, a Cuban soldier was shot and killed 

today trying to swim to a waiting boat. 
Where did it occur? Just a few inches from freedom. 

  

WHY LEADS 
Previously I suggested that “How?” and “Why?” are two of the most 

important questions a reporter can pursue in an interview. From those two 
questions frequently comes the most important, most consequential information. 
That suggests the whammy of a story may well come by asking those questions. 

So, while why and how leads are also not very common, those elements 
should be featured in leads much more often. Here are some examples: 

Since Mayor Jim Kane says he is overworked and underpaid, the City 
Council today offered to help him find another job. 

Why did the City Council offer to find Mayor Kane a new job? Because he 
was complaining about being overworked and underpaid. 

To stop the president from usurping greater executive power, the 
Congress today approved a constitutional amendment that would allow it 
to name an investigative body authorized to review any and all government 
records at any time. 

With the county’s crime rate soaring upward at a 23-percent-per-year 
clip, Sheriff Mel Bard says the state’s handling of juvenile crime has to 
share a large portion of the blame. 

 

HOW LEADS 
And some how lead examples: 
Thrown through his windshield when his car hit a road divider, 

author Ken Harvey was killed today in Salt Lake City. 
How did the author die? Being thrown through his windshield. 
Wielding sawed-off shotguns and wearing ski masks, two men held 

up a 7-11 store at 812 Hertel Ave. this morning, getting away with just $56. 
How did the robbers attack? Wielding sawed-off shotguns and wearing ski 
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masks. 
Rushing to the scene of an accident and smashing their cars 

together at the intersection of Main and Ferry, two policemen were rushed 
to Fillmore Hospital this morning in critical condition. 

Creeping unnoticed along the edge of the roof of the governor’s 
mansion, two security officers burst through an office window and 
demonstrated to surprised officials the lack of security. 
 

ALTERNATIVE TYPES OF LEADS 
 Besides the 5W leads, here are some other alternative types of leads to 
consider: 
INTERPRETIVE LEADS 

Interpretive leads and why leads are closely associated and may overlap. 
But not all interpretive leads push a why element to the front. For example: 

Despite denials by Mayor Bill Bryce, recent activities suggest a 
political campaign is about to begin. 

Jackson City Council is not happy with the recent political 
appointments of Mayor Byron Boggs. 
 

CONTRAST LEADS 
By its name it should be obvious that a contrast lead tries to create a 

contrast or conflict in ideas, a conundrum or paradox, forcing the reader to 
continue reading in order to discover the solution. For example: 

The Eagles beat the Huskies, but Fate stole the victory. 
In a thatched hut near the coast of Guatemala, a poor farmer thanked 

God yesterday for all the blessings of life, while in a penthouse in 
Manhattan one of the world’s wealthiest and most renown movie actors 
cursed God and committed suicide. 

Two years ago a 19-year-old boy lay in a comma while doctors 
surmised whether he would die, remain in a vegetative state or simply be 
crippled the rest of his life, but today Alan Walters became the world all-
around gymnastics champion. 

One man died of “pneumonia” after selling blood to one of the local 
commercial plasma centers, but competition for the blood of destitute 
alcoholics and vagabonds continues unregulated. 
 

INTERVIEW/SPEECH LEAD 
An interview/speech lead emphasizes what is said. In that sense it could 

be classified a “what” lead, as well.  Usually it is an indirect quote or paraphrase 
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from the speech or interview being reported.  Use of a partial quote can provide 
the human touch of a direct quote and the flexibility of an indirect quote. 

Most of those who come from Mexico illegally are “good, hard-
working, freedom-loving people,” said U.S. Sen. Loren Smather today. 

Kazakhstan should be grateful for the ‘Borat’ movie, says the 
nation’s president. 

In each case, what was said is emphasized in the lead by being pushed 
to the front. 
  

QUOTE LEAD 
A quote lead features a complete direct quote. Be very careful with quote 

leads.  They are overused by amateurs and outright forbidden by many editors. 
Rarely should an interview/speech lead be a direct quote. Instead, as explained 
above, use an indirect quote, a summary paraphrase or a partial quote.   

The only way I can justify a quote lead is if it adequately represents the 
essence of the story, if it has more appeal than anything the reporter could write 
himself, and if the writer is very careful to follow the quote with a second 
paragraph that adds the information needed to fully summarize the story before 
going on into story development. 

Many writers who try to use quote leads essentially have no lead at all.  
They never summarize the story; they simply jump right into the middle of it. 

“They’ve put our property tax assessment so high we cant’ live with 
it,” said a local farmer after discovering that the county had more than 
doubled the valuation of his farm.  “We don’t even net that much a year.” 

“We’re lucky to be rid of him,” says acting Mayor Dick Carter of his 
predecessor. 
 

DIRECT ADDDRESS LEAD 
A direct address lead addresses the reader directly.  For example: 
You should have seen the fish they couldn’t weigh! It sounds like 

quite a fish story, but for Eltopia’s Pam Worsham, it was true. 
 

QUESTION LEAD 
Also be very careful with question leads. They are also overused by 

amateurs and can thus be more harmful to a prospective journalist than helpful. 
Look through your local daily newspaper. In an entire Sunday edition (usually the 
largest), you probably won’t find even one question lead. They should generally 
be used only if the implications of the question are very clear, and the answer to 
the question is too complex to summarize in a lead. Here’s an example: 

Are the Martians coming? They’ll be here next year to save the world, 
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according to Marv Nixon. 
 

STACCATO LEAD 
The nature of a staccato lead is self-evident: 
A scream…gun fire… silence.  Lynae Thomas, 33, of Buffalo was 

found shot to death early this morning. 
 

 
NARRATIVE/DESCRIPTIVE LEAD 

Narrative and descriptive leads are not necessarily the same, although 
they are similar in impact.  A narrative lead tells a story.  A descriptive lead 
describes a scene in careful detail. Both may take several paragraphs to 
complete the lead. Following is an example of a multi-paragraph, complete lead 
that incorporates both techniques -- narration and description -- as well as direct 
address and contrast. 

Spring has finally broken the grasp of a strong winter.  The 
flowers are blooming, and the birds are back singing in the 
leafy branches.  You are enjoying your lunch hour in the city 
park. 
The bright sun shines down on your face and arms until you 
become almost too warm.  Then that slight breeze wisps 
down from the mountains and hits your body gently with 
cool, crisp relief.  Quickly the breeze subsides and the sun’s 
warmth covers you again. 
It’s one of those days when you imagine yourself running 
freely through a mountain meadow hand-in-hand with 
someone special. And you have just the person in mind with 
whom you would like to escape. 
“Well, I guess it’s time to get back to work,” you think, as you 
make your way through the milling crowd. 
Suddenly a blinding flash fills the sky. Its brilliance is 
terrifying. In panic you turn to flee from a billowing 
mushroom cloud. 
Welcome to the Second Nuclear Era. 
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Don’t Dilute the Whammy 
Besides placement of the whammy, another equally important principle of 

powerful lead writing is to avoid word dilution.  Too many words, clauses and 
phrases carrying information of low impact simply dilute the power of the 
whammy. 

In my class at times I’ve demonstrated this with the use of an 
object lesson. I bring in a pitcher of pop and ask if anyone would like 
some. A few students accept, and then I pour some more water into 
the pitcher, without any additional flavoring, explaining that I want to 
make sure we have enough for everyone. Then I ask if anyone else 
would like some. Everyone looks at me like I’m crazy. The drink has 
obviously been over-diluted to where no one wants any. 

I then proceed to discuss the problem of word dilution in our writing – 
especially in the lead but also elsewhere throughout our story. (Textbooks, as I 
have suggested previously, can suffer from word dilution, too. How many pages 
can a student absorb well and really retain? Are the essential elements being 
overwhelmed by the non-essential elements?) 

Lead paragraphs should be kept short (25-35 words) and generally of no 
more than one sentence. The leads reviewed previously are all kept short, some 
by leaving out details such as names and addresses, some leaving out some of 
the 5 W’s.  But these details can be added in subsequent paragraphs.  Don’t stuff 
the lead so full of detail that no one will read it. 
BLIND LEAD 

The following “blind lead” does not give the specific names of the accused 
individuals. Paragraph 2 can carry that information. 

Power company employees openly defied a court injunction 
Tuesday, attempting to continue work on their 500-kilovolt 
transmission line across choice Columbia Basin farm land. 
The lead would have been much weaker if written in the following format: 
George Taylor, 45, 111 E. 7th St., Pasco, and Homer Jolley, 
25, 789 Echo Ave., Richland, openly defied a court 
injunction Tuesday, attempting to continue work on a 500 
kilovolt transmission line across choice Columbia Basin 
farm land, according to Tom Bailie and George Polson, 
two of the farm owners. 

  

DELAYED IDENTIFICATION LEAD 
Another way to keep leads short is to delay identification -- that is, delay 

information as to what office or status a person holds.  In the lead paragraph you 
use the subject’s name only, adding full identification in the second paragraph. 

John McCain says he will stop the Obama bandwagon one way or 
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another. 
Then Paragraph 2 might include more identification information. 
The Arizona Republican says he will bet his Senate seat on his ability 

beat the president in the next election. 
 

CARTRIDGE LEAD 
The “cartridge lead” takes this principle so far that it is seldom applicable.  

It simply does not include enough information.  The following lead, for example, 
is a good lead only if the person involved is very well known and the related 
incident can be quickly summarized. 

The president is dead. 
 

MANY KINDS OF LEADS FOR MANY PURPOSES 
There are many kinds of leads.  Each gives a slightly different perspective and 
carries a different impact.  Each has a slightly different purpose. A good 
journalist, like a good carpenter, knows how to use more than one tool. 
 TYPES OF LEADS 

Who What When 
Where Why How 
Interpretive Contract Quote 
Interview/speech Direct Address Question 
Staccato Narrative Descriptive 
Blind Cartridge Delayed Identification 
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COMPLETE LEADS SUMMARIZE COMPLETELY 
In most of the prior examples we have illustrated only the lead paragraph, 

but not the “complete lead.” The complete lead usually takes two paragraphs, 
sometimes three or even more. The complete lead summarizes completely. It is 
a condensed story that prefaces the complete story. 

Don’t forget to finish the complete lead. It helps bring the story into focus.  
It helps aim the story. The lead should lead. It should suggest to the reader what 
he can expect out of the story -- where it is about to take him. 

A “lead” paragraph might simply state: 
The president is dead. 

But the “complete lead” requires more.  It should provide the condensed 
summary of the 5 W’s, whereas this first paragraph obviously omits most of 
them. The complete lead might read: 

The president is dead. 
Complaining of chest pains at around 4 a.m. today, President 

Lynn Cook was rushed to Lady of Lourdes Hospital near his 
home in Southeastern Washington, but the massive coronary 
struck before the ambulance could reach the medical facility. 
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The body of the story that follows the complete lead might then begin with 
a quote that reflects the lead and bridges into the more detailed version of the 
story: 

“It all happened so fast,” said the president's personal aide, 
John Smith. 

“The nation has suffered a great loss this day, but I shall 
always remember and appreciate the things he taught me. He will 
live on in the lives of those he influenced,” said Smith.  

The president was vacationing on his family ranch. Sunday 
night he had preached a sermon at the local church. Monday he 
had gone horseback riding. Tuesday he had played five sets of 
tennis. Today he is dead…. 

 

 
 
Now suppose the lead summary had not been completed, but rather the 

second paragraph had been the John Smith quote. “It all happened so fast.” The 
early morning newspaper reader would know that the president had died, but he 
might have to read quite a few paragraphs before finding out “when,” “how,” and 
“why” he died. The reader would be frustrated in his attempt to find out what had 
occurred. He might simply stop reading the newspaper and turn to another news 
medium for his information. If the story were of less significance, the reader 
would probably move on to a different story altogether.  

Usually a journalist can complete his lead summary in two paragraphs and 
move into the body of the story. However, the “complete lead” could run as long 
as 5-6 paragraphs in order to fully summarize the 5 W’s. That would probably be 
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more of a descriptive lead and would seldom be used. 

 

Telling the story in detail 
DEVELOPING THE ‘BODY’ OF THE STORY 

From your complete lead your story then extends out in what is referred 
to as an "inverted pyramid."  

Your most important information has already been summarized in the 
lead. You then continue the story with details not included in the lead, starting 
with the next most important details, working your way down until you reach your 
least important details in the very last paragraph.  

Since readers rarely read an entire newspaper story, provide them the 
most important information first. Also, when space is tight, editors will cut your 
story from the end. Your story should be written so it can be cut anywhere past 
the second paragraph and it will sound somewhat complete.  

This technique was developed during the Civil War when war 
correspondents would frequently have their stories interrupted in mid-
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transmission by telegraph lines being cut or blown up. They needed to get the 
essential elements of a story to their editor as quickly as possible. But 
newspaper editors soon found that readers actually preferred this approach.  

As noted before, newspaper readers by their very nature are skimmers. 
They skim a headline and decide whether the story is of interest. Then they start 
reading or skimming the story. If the first paragraph grabs them, they continue. If 
not, they move on to another story. When people say they “read the newspaper,” 
that typically means they read less than 20 percent of the newspaper. In fact, 
they may have only STARTED reading about 20-30 percent of the stories in the 
entire newspaper – frequently leaving out entire sections of no interest to them -- 
and only read 100 percent of very few stories. 

All paragraphs in print journalism are short in order to facilitate this kind of 
reading. Normally paragraphs in the body of a newspaper story are no more 
than 1-3 sentences long. Because newspaper columns are only about 2 inches 
wide, even a three-sentence paragraph can seem long and intimidating to a 
skimmer. Some editors insist on making every sentence a separate paragraph. 

After the first few paragraphs, a story should already include all the detail 
needed for “complete” broadcast news coverage. A broadcast news story 
typically runs no more than eight paragraphs, whereas newspaper stories can 
run dozens of paragraphs in length. Those first eight paragraphs in either a print 
or a broadcast news story should be very similar because they should both 
contain the most important information. The newspaper story will just continue 
with additional detail. 
 

TWO STORIES IN ONE 
A news story, in a sense, consists of two stories within a story: 
• THE CONDENSED STORY – THE COMPLETE, SUMMARY LEAD 
• THE COMPLETE STORY – THE BODY OF THE STORY 

  
The first — the condensed story — is the complete lead, which has 

already been described and illustrated. It is a full summary of the 5 W's.  
The second story -- the complete story -- is the body of the story. It fills in 

the details of the 5 W's. It tells “the rest of the story.” 
The body of the story essentially begins all over again. The first paragraph 

of the body, for example, may be an expanded, detailed or quoted version of the 
lead paragraph. If such is the case, it provides a rather natural bridge from the 
lead into the body. 

Many writers run into problems trying to make a transition from lead to 
body. This transition paragraph if called the BRIDGE. Having a good quote to 
reiterate and expand upon the lead in a source's own words is an easy way to 
solve the problem. It brings the reader right back to where the lead began the 
story so the body can begin filling in the details. This is illustrated below: 
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THE LEAD MIGHT READ: 
 The United States must cut its foreign aid programs, 

says the vice president of Bennington Railroad. 
 
PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE COMPLETE LEAD MIGHT ADD:   

Speaking at a gathering of the Connell Chamber of 
Commerce Tuesday night, Floyd Cunningham 
charged that foreign aid is undermining the national 
economy.  

 
AND THE BRIDGE – THE BODY’S 1ST PARAGRAPH – MIGHT THEN READ: 
 “We have to stop trying to bribe the world,” said 

Cunningham. “We cannot help the world if we destroy 
ourselves. We can only help from a position of 
strength.” 
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 You see how using the quote in the bridge reflects back to the lead and 
allows the writer to now begin the story all over again in detail. 
 

The best way to tell the rest of the story, then, is the same way you have 
told the first part, but in more detail. You begin with your bridge, which reflects 
your original lead. Then you simply move from more important detail gradually 
through less important detail until you have told everything worth telling. 

Internally you interweave summary paraphrasing, indirect quotes and 
direct quotes much as suggested above for the first three paragraphs. Your 
internal summaries clarify and help to create a smooth transition from point to 
point and from quote to quote. 

By using the inverted pyramid style of writing -- proceeding from the more 
important points and moving gradually through the less important points -- an 
editor should be able to cut the last paragraph or the last five paragraphs of your 
story and still be left with a story that sounds complete. Your readers will not miss 
the less important details.  

This is not always possible, however, and, especially if they have the help 
of computers, many editors do not really care too much if their writers choose 
some other logical story organization if it makes the story better. But most stories 
should still be in the inverted pyramid format, and a news writer who consistently 
breaks this rule will drive his editor nuts. 

In an action story, such as a police or fire story, however, the summary 
lead is usually followed by a chronological account of the action. It would make 
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little sense to do it in any other way. It is simply the most natural way to tell an 
action story -- from start to finish. 

In a multi-topic story, such as a city council meeting or even an in-depth 
personal interview, the journalist is expected to cover many separate topics 
within a single story. In this case, the journalist usually summarizes the most 
important or salient topics in the lead, develops each topic individually and in 
order of importance in the body, and finally shirttails in a few less important topics 
at the end of the story.  

Most journalists can find a fairly “natural” way to tell “the rest of the story” if 
they have written a good complete lead to begin the story.  

Feature stories are written quite differently, and the writer is given much 
more license. Feature stories, for example, frequently have surprise or 
sympathetic endings, obviously not in accordance with an inverted pyramid style 
of writing. For that reason they are much more difficult to edit if space is tight. 
The editor can’t just cut from the bottom. Make sure you know if your editor is 
expecting a straight news story or a feature story. 

 
 

Sounding like a professional 
The “simple things” are what distinguish a professional journalist from an 

amateur. Here are a few “simple things” to note: 
 

Handling Quotes 
Direct quotes are extremely important to a journalistic account. Quotes 

provide character development. If readers know how your source expresses 
himself, they can feel the source's personality. Your source becomes real. You 
have provided some flesh to what would otherwise be a rather bare skeleton.  

Direct quotes also provide credibility. Readers presume journalists would 
not dare fabricate quotes. If you use indirect quotes or paraphrases to explain 
what your source said, the reader considers the possibility that you may have 
misinterpreted him. But if you quote your source directly, readers feel competent 
to reach their own conclusions as to what your source meant to say. 

We have discussed in Chapter 1 and will discuss again in Chapter 3 how 
to interview and take notes effectively, but of importance now is what you do with 
the quotes once you have them. Let’s review the different types of quotes. 

 
A DIRECT QUOTE is essentially verbatim as the source said it. It may be 

edited slightly to eliminate verbosity, poor grammar, and uninteresting detail, but 
what remains is essentially verbatim. Quotation marks indicate what material is 
actually quoted, as illustrated in the example provided: 

“We must stop bribing the world,” says the vice president of 
Bennington Railroad. “We cannot help the world if we go bankrupt.” 
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A PARTIAL QUOTE is a direct quote which is not a complete sentence 
and must be combined with an indirect quote or paraphrase in order to be 
grammatically correct and complete. The partial quote portion is indicated with 
quotation marks. For example:  

The United States must “stop trying to bribe the world into 
friendship” and find new alternatives to foreign aid before it bankrupts 
itself, says the vice president of Bennington Railroad. 

 
An INDIRECT QUOTE is not verbatim, and no part of it is set off by 

quotation marks. It is a fairly complete report of what was said, but it is expressed 
in the journalist’s own words. For example: 

The vice president of Bennington Railroad says America cannot 
afford its policy of bribing the world to be our friends, and the country must 
find new alternatives to foreign aid before it bankrupts itself.  

None of that is set off in quotation marks because it was not quite the way 
the source said it. 

A PARAPHRASE can also be classified as an indirect quote, but the 
connotation is that it’s a more edited and summarized representation of what was 
said. In this text I will not try to make a major distinction between paraphrases 
and indirect quotes. As with other indirect quotes, paraphrases are expressed in 
the writer’s own words and do not use any quotation marks.  An example might 
be: 

The United States must cut its foreign aid programs or face virtual 
bankruptcy, according to the vice president of Bennington Railroad. 

Again, no quotation marks. 
 
TYPE 1 QUOTES are any kind of quotes or paraphrases that gives the 

attribution ahead of what was said. In the example below, note the underlined 
attribution: 

According to the vice president of Bennington Railroad, 
the United States must cut its foreign aid programs or 
face virtual bankruptcy.  
The attribution – “according to the vice president of Bennington Railroad” 

– came first. 
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Type 1 quotes are seldom used with direct quotes. To most professional 

journalists, direct quotes sound a little awkward if preceded by their attribution, 
depending on the situation, and, again, the quote itself is what you would want to 
emphasize by pushing it to the front. For (bad) example: 

The vice president of Bennington Railroad said, “We have 
to stop bribing the world.”  
Type 1 quotes are more typically indirect quotes and paraphrases (no 

quote marks).  The above direct quote would be stronger if we turned it around 
and put the quotation first: “We have to stop bribing the world,” says the vice 
president of Bennington Railroad.  That would make it a Type 2 quote. 

TYPE 2 QUOTES are quotes or paraphrases that have their attribution at 
the end, following what was said. Such as the second example (with attribution 
underlined): 

“We have to stop bribing the world,” says the vice 
president of Bennington Railroad. 
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Type 2 quotes are most frequently used with direct quotes. Indirect quotes 

and paraphrases can be Type 2, but there is some danger that someone reading 
a lengthy indirect quote or paraphrase will become confused as to who is the 
speaker and wonder if the writer has suddenly broken out into a fit of personal 
opinion. For example: 

The United States must stop trying to bribe the rest of the 
world with foreign aid and find a logical alternative for 
helping to solve world problems. If the United States 
continues undermining its own economy with expensive 
give-away programs, it will not be able to help anyone. It 
will be bankrupt, says the vice president of Bennington 
Railroad.   
  
If you don’t know the attribution is coming, you probably conclude before 

you reach it that this is the writer’s opinion. 
TYPE 3 QUOTES have the attribution somewhere in the middle of the 

quoted or paraphrased material. For example (attribution underlined):  
“We have to stop bribing the world,” says the vice 
president of Bennington Railroad. “We cannot help the 
world if we are bankrupt.” 

 
The Type 3 attribution may divide a sentence in half. For example: 
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“I believe,” said the vice president of Bennington 
Railroad, “that we have to stop bribing the world.”  

 
 

 
 
Type 3 direct quotes are good. The journalist also is fairly safe using Type 

3 indirect quotes and paraphrases, as long as the attribution comes fairly early in 
the paragraph. For example:  

The United States must stop bribing the rest of the world, 
according to the vice president of Bennington Railroad, or 
it will bankrupt itself and be unable to help anyone. 
No quotation marks. 
 
The chart below summarizes this discussion: 

 
 TYPE 1 TYPE 2 TYPE 3 
 
DIRECT QUOTES  seldom OK OK 
 
INDIRECT QUOTES OK seldom carefully 
 
PARAPHRASES OK seldom carefully 
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Using Different Verb Tenses 
Another sign of journalistic maturity is how verbs are used. Most 

newspaper stories use past tense verbs of attribution because the stories 
typically cover EVENTS. Readers expect to be told when an event occurred. 
Therefore, when events are covered, it usually sounds best to tie the past tense 
verb and the “when” element together in the lead. For example: 

The city must improve its public transportation, the mayor 
told the City Council today. 
To a professional journalist, the lead would sound funny if “today” were left 

off. The first time you use past-tense attribution in a story, a professional expects 
to be told “when.” 

Magazines, on the other hand, typically use present-tense verbs of 
attribution, even though and, in fact, because their stories are frequently many 
months old. However, magazine articles normally deal with ISSUES or 
personality FEATURES rather than EVENTS. A reader does not expect to be told 
when an interview occurred unless it is relevant to the story. A story with the 
following lead would probably never tell “when”: 

“I'm tired of show business,” says actress Cheryl Cline. 
Newspapers should also use more present tense when stories are ISSUE-

oriented. It is difficult to intermix present- and past-tense verbs within the same 
story, however. Generally avoid it. Sometimes it is all right to use present-tense 
attribution in the lead and then switch to past tense to cover an EVENT, as long 
as it can be rationalized that the ISSUE discussed by the source is an enduring 
issue and that the source is likely to still be saying what he said before. Then you 
go to past-tense as soon as a time frame is established. For example: 

City Councilman Jake Jolley says he will resign if the city 
cannot balance its budget. At the council meeting 
Tuesday night, Jolley accused Mayor Malcolm Jones of 
refusing to cooperate with the effort to find waste in the 
budget. 
 

DON'T EVER mix a “when” element with a present tense verb. It is 
grammatically incorrect, and it is absolutely painful to a professional's sensitive 
ears. For (bad) example: 

At Tuesday's City Council meeting, Councilman Jake 
Jolley warns he will resign if the city cannot balance its 
budget.  
Another verb tense that can be used to avoid saying exactly when 

something occurred is present perfect – “has offered” or “has decided.” Again, 
this should not be used in the same sentence with a “when” element. 

Present perfect tense is particularly useful in a lead, but by the second or 
third paragraph, a journalist must decide whether he will turn to a present-tense 
ISSUE discussion or past-tense discussion of an EVENT. 
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Using the present perfect tense in the lead, however, allows a journalist to 
reveal a past event while keeping most of the story in the present tense, 
discussing ISSUES. The following example could be based on a city council 
meeting that occurred several weeks ago:  

The City Council has decided to sue the state for breach of 
contract. 
“I am tired of the state tearing up our roads and leaving them 
unrepaired for months at a time,” says Councilman George 
Green.  
The other council members agree.... 
 

Making Smooth Transitions 
When possible, it is best to create a smooth flow if words by intermixing 

summary paraphrase and quotations, flowing smoothly through a natural 
progression of ideas or events. However, sometimes formal transitions are 
needed to alert the reader of a relatively abrupt change of topic or source. Some 
of the transitional phrases used by journalists include: 
  
 But the mayor is not the only one concerned.... (transitioning to 
another source) 
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 However, the school faces another problem.... (transitioning to another 
issue) 
  
 Nevertheless, not everyone agrees.... (transitioning to another source) 
  
 Meanwhile, on the other side of town.... (transitioning to another source 
or issue) 
 Another problem, he said is.... (transitioning to another issue) 

 
A reader will abandon your story if its flow is rough or confusing. Use 

transitions to help smooth out the rough spots.  
 

Avoiding Trite or Stilted Conclusions 
There is nothing that reveals lack of professionalism more quickly, 

however, than a poor conclusion. For inexperienced journalists, it is best to avoid 
conclusions altogether, and to do so is totally consistent with the inverted 
pyramid style. How can an editor cut off your last few paragraphs to make the 
story fit the space available if there is a formal conclusion at the end? 

Despite what students are taught in English classes, every story does not 
need a conclusion — especially not news stories. In a sense, a journalist 
provides his conclusion at the beginning, so he doesn't need another one. The 
journalist's lead should tell his readers what they should be able to conclude from 
the story.  

If you cannot resist the compulsion to reach a conclusion, make sure it is 
not trite or stilted. Don't try to sound profound. And don't try to come to some 
grandiose conclusion when the facts of the story do not support it.  
 
IN CONCLUSION, DON'T EVER CONCLUDE WITH -- 
  

-- Perhaps.... 
 

-- Apparently.... 
 

-- The speaker concluded.... 
 

-- In conclusion.... 
 
Journalism students and beginning reporters find this temptation very 

hard to resist. If your years of composition instruction make it absolutely 
impossible for you to resist writing a conclusion, reserve a non-essential direct or 
indirect quote from one of your sources for that spot. The “conclusion” for a 
crime story, for example, might be something like: “We hope we will have the 
suspects in custody within a few days,” says Sheriff Lathim. That will take 
care of your need for a conclusion without sounding amateurish to other 
professional journalists. 

Conclusions, however, are certainly appropriate for feature stories, 
reviews, editorials and analysis pieces. 
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Sample Stories 
Review a few of the following stories, looking at how the various 

story elements are developed. Each story is written in inverted pyramid 
style. They probably sound fairly complete, but in most cases the actual 
printed stories were at least three times longer than what you see here. 
These abridged versions might be the “television version,” as discussed 
earlier. But newspapers have the luxury of including much more detail. 

The paragraphs have been color-coded to represent: 
• The LEAD 
• The rest of the COMPLETE LEAD. Remember the Lead is also 

the first paragraph of the Complete Lead. 
• The BRIDGE that helps transition into the Body of the story. 

Remember the Bridge should reflect back to the Lead in kind 
of starting the story over again in greater detail. As the Lead 
is the first part of the Complete Lead, the Bridge is the first 
part of the Body. 

• And the rest of the BODY of the story itself. 
 
 

 
Migrant goes from fields to White House 

By Editor Ken Harvey 
Eighteen years ago Daniel Garza was a Toppenish High School dropout, 

working in the fields with his family, but three years ago he became President 
Bush’s interface with America’s 44 million Hispanics.  

As the Hispanic liaison, Garze worked in the White House alongside the 
president’s senior adviser Karl Rove and Chief of Staff Andy Card. 

Now Garza is trying to build a “Christian Coalition” among Hispanics to stand 
up for the Christian and family values Hispanics have long proclaimed. 

Garza’s transition from migrant laborer to White House aide was achieved 
because of his positive attitude in the face of adversity, his strong work ethic and 
his commitment to service. 

But Garza’s rapid rise to political influence was hard even for him and his 
family to grasp. 

“I can’t even say it was a dream come true because I had never dreamed it. It 
was beyond the realm of possibility. That was something of movies and history 
books. To be asked to work for the president in the White House was 
overwhelming, especially as I realized my job was to represent the 44 million 
Hispanics across the U.S. to the president and then promote the president’s 
agenda to that same Hispanic community. The amount of responsibility they 
gave me just blew me away,” Garza says. 

Until he was 7, his family still spent most of the year in Mexico and continued 
to follow the crops to such an extent that he was absent from school half the time 



Crash Course in Journalism  Page 47 

and could not graduate with his Toppenish High School class. He finally chose to 
drop out after the 10th grade but secured his GED diploma and started college. 
His family’s financial problems, however, caused him to drop out again and 
return to the fields. 

“The lack of education of my parents, who only reached the fourth grade, kept 
them from helping me with my homework, from appreciating my scholastic 
achievements or from accommodating my schooling,” Garza says. “They felt an 
honest day’s work was just as edifying as a day in school.” 

At age 20 Garza volunteered as a reserve police officer. His hard work and 
good attitude led the chief of police to hire him as a radio dispatcher. 

“It was my ticket out of the fields,” he recalls. 
Within a year, he tested for a police officer position and was hired. 
“I made the best of it; worked hard to prove myself and read as much as 

possible,” he says. Garza credits many hours of independent reading as 
essential to his success. 

“I developed a love for reading after I became a police officer,” he says. “Until 
then, I cannot recall having read a book from end to end. I especially enjoyed 
reading about current social events such as abortion, affirmative action, judicial 
activism, and politics in general.” 

His dedication to service, his work ethic, his avid reading regime and his 
growing political involvement allowed Garza to move up quickly from police 
officer (1990-1993) and code enforcement officer (1994-1995) to political 
operative. 

“I got involved in politics, and some people kind of took me under their wing 
as mentors,” he says. 

That led Garza to successfully run for Toppenish City Councilman in 1995 
and begin working as a congressional staff assistant to Rep. Doc Hastings (R-
Wash.), working out of the congressman’s Yakima office. 

“My parents couldn’t believe I was working for a congressman. It was kind of 
a different dimension that they didn’t know anything about,” says Garza. “My 
parents had never talked about politics and didn’t know the difference between a 
Republican and a Democrat. 

“It was a learning process for them, as well as for me, and I had to explain to 
them why the Republican Party was more compatible with our Christian values,” 
Garza says. 

Later he worked for U.S. Sen. Slade Gorton (R-Wash.) before accepting a 
position with then presidential candidate George Bush to assist with his 
campaign in the state of Washington. 

In 2001, following Bush’s election, Garza was appointed as Hispanic media 
coordinator at the Department of the Interior, but soon he was promoted to 
deputy director of external and intergovernmental affairs. 

Then out of the blue in 2003 Garza was asked to become the president’s 
liaison to the Hispanic community. 
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Gang crime on the rise 
Graffiti up tenfold, reflects other crime 

 
By Editor Ken Harvey 

In 2002 there were only 25 incidents of gang graffiti in Kennewick, but by 
2006 they had increased nearly tenfold to 218 incidents, according to Kennewick 
Police Department (KPD) crime analyst Kim Hathaway. 

While graffiti is not the most serious of gangs' many crimes, it is the most 
obvious and typically correlates with overall gang activity. As incidents of gang 
graffiti go up, other gang crimes go up, as well, she explains. 

Gang crime can be much more serious, notes Officer Tony Valdez.  
According to Valdez, in the early 1990s there were about 800 gang-related 

murders a year just in Los Angeles County - more than two a day. Here in the 
Tri-City area, gang crime in 2004 included: 

• 3/8/04 - Drive-by shooting – Pasco 
• 3/9/04 - Shots fired in air – Kennewick 
• 4/3/04 - $50,000 in vandalism – Richland 
• 4/7/04 - Gang fight – Kennewick 
• 6/2/04 - Stabbing – Pasco 

• 6/7/04 - Gonzalo Magana, 16, shot to death by Luis Barragan, 15,  
                   Kennewick 
• 7/7/04 - Shooting – Kennewick 
• 8/18/04 - Drive-by shooting – Pasco 
• 8/21/04 - Stabbing – Pasco 
• 9/5/04 - Teacher/Coach Bob Mars stabbed to death - Benton City 
• 9/6/04 - Stabbing – Pasco 
Rare are the fatal attacks on innocent bystanders, but they do occur. The 

murder of popular teacher and coach Bob Mars of Benton City was one such 
incident, allegedly as part of a gang initiation. 

Robert A. Suarez, 16, and Jordan E. Castillo, 14, attacked, robbed and killed 
Mars when he returned to Kiona-Benton Middle School after a football game. It is 
surmised by officials that the goal of the young gangsters was to vandalize and 
burglarize the school. Mars' arrival was an unfortunate coincidence. 

Prosecutors said the actual murder was committed by Castillo, who was tried 
as an adult and sentenced to 20 years in prison. Prosecutors said Suarez was 
the one that "jumped in" Castillo or, in other words, sponsored Castillo into the 
"MSP" or "Mexicans Stand Proud" gang. Suarez was sentenced to 26 years for 
felony murder. 

The day following the murder, Castillo already had a new web tattooed on his 
hand, showing his successful initiation into the MSP, according to Benton County 
Sheriff Larry Taylor. The MSP is one of many gangs affiliated with the larger 
Sureños gang, 
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In some cases the Lead and the Complete Lead are one in the same – 
completed in just the first paragraph, such as the one below:   

Education chief to lead charge in changing  
state's math instruction, assessment 

By Editor Ken Harvey 
The battle over the statewide math WASL exam became too personal for 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) Terry Bergeson, but it was a 
battle that had to take place and will ultimately lead to important reforms, she 
says. 

"We had a major argument over mathematics, and it was an argument we 
had to have," she says. 

Bergeson says she loves some aspects of the WASL but agrees it needs 
fixing. And, in the end, she doesn't care what the test is called. 

"I don't want to die as the WASL queen," she says. "I'm not spending any 
more of my life fighting over the WASL. We have to keep the accountability, but 
it's not about the test." 

The state superintendent says she had to "eat a lot of crow" over the past few 
months, but she agrees "the kids aren't getting it, and we have to figure out how 
to reach the 35-40 percent of the students" who can't achieve state standards. 

Speaking at the SPI-sponsored Summer Institutes, Bergeson discussed some 
of the changes mandated or anticipated as they relate to math instruction and 
assessment following recent decisions by the State Legislature and the State 
Board of Education. 

The Legislature postponed the graduation requirement that students pass the 
math WASL exam until after 2012 and mandated that OSPI look at other 
assessment alternatives besides the WASL as it now exists. Some legislators 
wanted a test based on calculations without a requirement that students explain 
how they got the answer. 

That would be contrary to the recommendations of the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics, which recommends an assessment be used that 
sounds a lot like the WASL - requiring students to figure out which calculations 
need to be made under the circumstances presented and to explain how and 
why they calculated their answers as they did. 

The Legislature mandated that OSPI study possible changes, but for now the 
WASL will continue as is. Students who don't pass it will be required to continue 
taking appropriate math classes until they either pass the state test or graduate. 

"You're not going to see the WASL just go away," Bergeson says. "But we are 
going to begin looking at changes." 
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Some Complete Leads are longer than 2-3 paragraphs because they are 
more descriptive, such as the example below. But these are rare in 
newspaper journalism.   

Gangs threaten area's way of life 
By Editor Ken Harvey 

Anna Pelayo was a happy, well-adjusted 13-year-old, according to her 
mother, Christina – until she got involved with gangs. 

She was "a remarkable student," says her mother. But after her mother and 
stepfather separated, Anna moved with her mom and siblings to Pasco and was 
enrolled at Stevens Middle School. There she was beaten up by two female gang 
members because she was "too white" and didn't speak Spanish, despite her 
Hispanic heritage. 

Anna ran away from home soon after and began to hang out with members of 
a Lower Valley gang near where she previously lived. She moved in with a 23-
year-old man who also beat her and locked her in a room for extended periods. 

Anna would return home occasionally, including one last time for Christmas. 
Then, around midnight Dec. 28, she received a phone call. 

"Suddenly she said he had to leave. She was scared," says her mother, who 
tried to persuade Anna to stay. 

That was the last time Christina saw her daughter alive. 
As best law enforcement can determine, Anna was kidnapped by four gang 

members shortly after leaving her home. She was beaten, sexually assaulted, 
made to beg for her life, and then shot in the head execution style. She was 
thrown out of a moving car along Taylor Flats Road a few miles north of 
Interstate 182 around 1:30 a.m. Dec. 29 and died in the hospital before her 
mother could say a final goodbye. 

"I didn't have time to tell her I loved her," Christina says.  
"Anna was a good kid who got mixed up in some terrible things. And it all 

started with the bullying at school," Christina says. "I went to every agency and 
cried for help, but no one could help. There are not enough resources out there." 

Most authorities agree that gang activity is on the increase again after 
dropping off in the late 1990s. Officer Tony Valdez of the Kennewick Police 
Department (KPD) says gang activity is on the rise for several reasons. 

Gang activity tends to go in cycles, he says. In the Tri-Cities, gang activity last 
peaked in 1995 and dropped dramatically through 2002, but has since been 
increasing again. 

In the late 1990s, law enforcement targeted the hard-core gangsters and sent 
many of them to prison. During that period of time, the communities also initiated 
the anti-gang program called GREAT (Gang Resistance Education And Training) 
in local schools. 

Many of the imprisoned gangsters are now being released and are returning 
to the area.  

The Kennewick Police Department is trying to suppress the increase and stop 
the cycle, according to Valdez. "Gang members will go where it is soft," he says. 
"Where your city is fair, firm and consistent, gang members will leave.” 
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Pasco School District defies all odds 
By Editor Ken Harvey 

While the No Child Left Behind Act and other mandated standards have led to 
a rapid rise in student achievement, Pasco School District (PSD) is a prime 
example of why some standards just don’t make sense. 

As required by federal regulations, all students are required to take a 
statewide exam in reading, writing and math, given in English – even if they can’t 
read English, says PSD Superintendent Saundra Hill. 

In Pasco School District about 69 percent of the students are Hispanic, 
compared to the state average of 14 percent. About 63 percent of the students 
come from homes where English is not spoken or is not the primary language, 
and 37 percent – or nearly 5,000 PSD students -- are themselves considered 
non-English speaking or having limited English proficiency.  

Even students considered “proficient” may be handicapped when it comes to 
reading academic-level English included in Washington’s statewide test, the 
WASL, says Hill. 

“Let me make something very clear,” says the Pasco superintendent. “What 
do you think will happen when you put the WASL in front of a kid who does not 
speak English? What is his score? It’s a 0. Every single student in our district 
must take the WASL, whether they speak English or not, and those scores are 
averaged into all the other scores.  

“It is not a valid measure if children can read if you test them in a language 
they don’t understand yet,” she says. “Nor is it a valid measure of how well they 
can do in mathematics. We have not been successful in getting it changed, and 
our students continue to be tested inappropriately, in my opinion.” 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Terry Bergeson says she agrees 
the requirement is unrealistic, but it is mandated by the U.S. Department of 
Education. Bergeson says she feels it will be unfruitful to continue to debate with 
current officials in Washington, D.C. 

 “The reason the WASL is important is that it is the tool our state has chosen 
to measure state standards. We want accountability. We want to know how our 
kids are doing because it helps us to figure out what we need to do next. But it 
has to be a valid measure,” says Hill. “WASL for many of our kids who don’t 
speak English gives us no information, so then we have to test them again in 
another manner.” 

Despite the language challenge, the percentage of PSD 10th-graders passing 
the reading WASL has nearly doubled from 33.5 percent to 64.6 percent since 
1999. The percentage of students passing the writing WASL has nearly tripled, 
from 27.9 percent in 1999 to 65.1 percent in 2007.  

People need to note the trend lines, says Hill.  
“We’ve been working very hard. We had been kind of flat, but in 2003 we 

really redoubled our efforts, focused on reading and writing and have made 
continuous improvement,” she says.  
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Tri-Citian of the Year lives American dream 

By Editor Ken Harvey 
Frank Armijo is what the American Dream is all about, and he continues to 

share that dream with anyone who will listen.  
And it was appropriate that the naming of this former migrant child as Tri-

Citian of the Year came just one day after final legislative approval to make 
Washington State University Tri-Cities (WSU-TC) a full-fledged university, with 
courses for students from freshmen to doctorate.  

While the former migrant has accomplished many things during his career, 
none was bigger than the WSU-TC victory that education and economic leaders 
in the Tri-Cities say could be the key to the Tri-Cities’ future. 

Armijo, director/general manager of Lockheed Martin Information Technology, 
has long been an active community leader in such roles as chairman of the board 
of directors of the Tri-City Industrial Development Council (TRIDEC), member of 
the Columbia Basin College (CBC) Board of Directors, and more recently as 
chairman of TRIDEC’s Higher Education Committee. 

Supported by such people as the CBC president, the WSU-TC chancellor, 
and local public school superintendents, Armijo’s committee developed a 
revolutionary proposal to create one coordinating agency to enhance education 
in the Tri-Cities from cradle to grave, and to bridge the transitions along the way 
where many people – but particularly those already facing obstacles of poverty, 
language and mobility – frequently fall through the cracks.  

The springboard to the proposal, however, was to get approval to expand 
WSU-TC, link it to cutting-edge Tri-City institutions such as the Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratory (PNNL) with its $700 million research budget and 750 Ph.Ds 
on staff, and to create a fully integrated program between WSU-TC and CBC. 

WSU-TC Chancellor Dave Lemak predicts in the next 10 years the WSU-TC 
campus can now grow from about 1,200 students to over 5,000 students and 
become a “destination campus.” More importantly, Lemak feels WSU-TC’s 
partnership with PNNL can help it to become a world-class research center in 
bio-products and bio-technology – helping to show the world how to make fuel, 
plastics and other important products out of agricultural crops rather than oil. 

The impact on the Tri-Cities will be “unbelievable,” Lemak says. 
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Teacher changing destiny  
of students, community 

By Editor Ken Harvey 
As of the 2000 census, only 36 people in the town had gone to college and 

achieved a bachelor’s degree, but with the help of an award-winning social 
studies teacher, that number may soon double.  

But since 2003, Warden social studies teacher Angie Dorman has been 
responsible for at least 26 of her students going to college, sharing over $1.3 
million in grants and scholarships.  

Four of her students have won Gates Millennium Scholarships, funding them 
all the way through their doctoral degrees, if they want. 

For Dorman, education isn’t just a job. It’s a mission and a passion that drives 
her to spend hours after school in her effort to change lives. 

She has been able to identify a lot of scholarship and grant sources for kids 
like those in her class. 

“In all honesty, I believe God set that out there for me, just to see what I would 
do with it. I really didn’t have much to do with it. I try to stay focused, positive and 
work hard … simple stuff. The important part of it is that is what the community of 
Warden does every day. People go to work, try to do a good job, do a little better 
for their family every year, and they put their dreams and hopes into their 
children,” Dorman says. 

“They give them to me to work with, and I can be a bit of an old stump revival 
preacher in the sense that I can get them motivated and believing in themselves 
and dreaming a little bigger. You know their parents would do the same exact 
thing I do for them, but they don’t have the same education or they have to work 
longer hours to provide. I kind of step in and try to focus them on being all that 
they can be,” she says. 

Students in her class feel her passion, and so do their parents. And her 
passion is changing the destiny of the entire community of 2,600 – over half of 
whom are migrants. 

Dorman, wife of Lt. Col. David Dorman of the U.S. Air Force Reserve, recently 
was surprised when educators and government leaders honored her at a special 
school assembly where it was announced she had won the federal No Child Left 
Behind 2006 American Star of Teaching Award. Cindi Williams, deputy assistant 
secretary with the U.S. Education Department, and Rep. Doc Hastings, R-Wash., 
traveled to Warden for the award ceremony.  
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'Train wreck' coming in education funding 
State superintendent surprised by layoffs after record budget 

By Editor Ken Harvey 
Despite a record state budget for education, many school districts are having 

to lay off personnel, and State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) Terry 
Bergeson says the problem will lead to a "train wreck" in education if not 
addressed right away. 

The state's overall kindergarten-through-12th-grade (K-12) biennial budget 
jumped from about $13.5 billion to $16.4 billion, according to Bergeson, but if the 
state doesn't fix its "jerry-rigged" system of financing education, "we could put in 
another billion dollars and still be laying people off." 

It was Federal Way Supt. Tom Murphy who first sounded the alarm, she said. 
He wrote a scathing letter to Gov. Christine Gregoire and Supt. Bergeson about 
the continued underfunding of basic education despite state officials' mutual 
back-patting over its record budget. Murphy let officials know they had done 
school districts no favor in pigeon-holing funds in such a way that he would have 
to lay off numerous employees. 

"The Legislature doesn't get it, and the governor was mad," says Bergeson. 
When the state superintendent finally understood the problem herself, she 
concluded: "We have a train wreck coming." 

The public schools' $16.4 billion biennial budget includes a $15.1 billion 
operations budget and a $1.3 billion capital budget. Despite the nearly $3 billion 
budget increase from the previous biennium, however, Bergeson only considers 
$309 million as "new resources" to enhance education. The rest was considered 
"maintenance" of current programs.  

That "maintenance" included $510 million in cost-of-living and other 
compensation-related enhancements for those educators paid out of the state's 
general school appropriation. It was the increase in this part of the funding that is 
leading, apparently, to hundreds of layoffs statewide because thousands of local 
school employees are paid through other funds that did not receive the cost-of-
living increase. 

Bergeson spent the first week of August meeting with educators in the SPI-
sponsored Summer Institutes, discussing the successes and failures of this 
year's legislative session. She admits it took her some time to understand how 
such a huge budget could lead to layoffs.  
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Chapter 2 Assignments 
 
1. Read over the example leads again very carefully. Now try writing one of 

each kind yourself, creating the information for each out of your own 
imagination or borrowing the information from a newspaper story. You should 
have 18 leads altogether: 

 
Who  What When 
Where Why How 
Interpretive Contrast Quote 
Interview/Speech Direct Address  Questions 
Staccato Narrative Descriptive 
Blind Cartridge Delayed 
identification 

 
2. Now let's practice our use of quoted material. 

• Create two sample direct quotes, punctuating and attributing them 
properly. 

• Write two indirect quotes or paraphrases based on the direct quotes in 
exercise 'a.' Punctuate and attribute properly. 

• Write two combination indirect and partial quotes based on the quotes in 
exercise 'a.' Punctuate and attribute properly.  

■ Write two Type 1 quotes, and make them either direct or indirect, 
according to which would be more typical. 

■ Write two Type 2 quotes, and make them either direct of indirect, 
according to which would be more typical. 

■ Write two Type 3 quotes, and make them either direct of indirect, 
according to which would be more typical. 

 
3. Using the reporter's notes at the back of this chapter, write good leads for 

Stories #1-6. (Just the first sentence of each story.) 
 

4. Write two-paragraph “complete leads” for Stories #7-12 found at the back of 
this chapter. 
 

5. Write the first three paragraphs of Stories #13-16 — a short, powerful lead 
paragraph; the completion of the lead summary in paragraph 2; and a third 
paragraph using a direct quote to relate back to the lead and to bridge into the 
body of the story. 
 

6. Write complete stories for #1-22, as assigned. 
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7. Cut an interesting news story out of a local daily newspaper. Make sure it is a 
story written locally and not by a wire service, and make sure it is a news 
story -- not an editorial or a feature story. Take the position of a reporter at a 
radio station. Your job is to find a way to rewrite the story so that it sounds 
fresh. 

 
a) Rewrite the story once without any additional reporting — only with the 

information in the story or perhaps with a little information readily 
available in published sources. In approaching this task, ask yourself 
the following questions:  
-- Did the writer play up the best whammy of the story or is it buried 
further down in the story? 
-- Is there another whammy which is equally or almost equally powerful 
that can be emphasized? 
-- Can you make the story sound like a follow-up story by emphasizing 
some of the latest developments or possible consequences not 
emphasized in the original story? 
-- Can you make the story more comprehensive by combining it with 
other news or with statistical reports and by trying to help interpret the 
overall trend and impact? 
-- If the story only covers one small area, can it be quickly enlarged to 
encompass more of the community, or, on the other hand, if it 
encompasses the entire region, can it be reduced to focus in on a 
smaller area.  
 
When you have answered these questions, decide which angle is best 
and rewrite the story. Note which of these approaches you used. 
 

b) Now try it again. Use the same story, but do a little original reporting. 
Make just one or two quick phone calls to secure new information to 
rewrite the story. 
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Your Reporter Notes  
 
Pretend that all the story notes that follow relate to your city or town. It is an 
unlikely circumstance, but pretend that you work for a company that runs three 
separate newspapers within your community — 
 

-- The Morning Sun (a morning full-size daily circulated by subscription to 
homes and via vending machines) 

 
-- The Evening Star (a late afternoon tabloid for home subscription and 
vending) 

 
-- The Sunday Review (a weekly newspaper mass-circulated free of 
charge to all homes in the area every Sunday)  

 
Each assignment will instruct you as for which publication and under what 
circumstance you are doing the assignment. Be sure to keep your time frame 
and situation clear in your own head as you are writing the stories. For example. 
if you are writing about today's city council meeting for tomorrow's newspaper, 
you can't say “today.” You must use the day of the week the meeting was held. 
(We don't say “yesterday” in case the story is held up a day). If it is a morning 
meeting and you are writing for the afternoon paper, you CAN say it occurred 
“today.” If you are writing for the weekly Sunday Review, consider writing in 
magazine style, focusing on the issues rather than the meeting, in this case, and 
using present-tense attribution (e.g., “says”). If you feel you need some missing 
background information, for this assignment you can make it up. 
 
While the following stories are fictionalized in many ways, they strongly resemble 
real stories the author has written during his journalism career. They are not 
“unrealistic.” In fact, reality is often stranger than fiction. 
 
Remember, however, these are just notes, not yet stories. Direct quotes have 
quotation marks around them (“XXXX”); indirect quotes and paraphrases (not 
exact verbiage – paraphrase less so than indirect quote), as well as background, 
have brackets around them ([XXXX]). 
 
No. 1: Aquino Eyes Higher Office 
 
During a private luncheon interview today with City Councilman Charles Aquino 
he said the following (story for morning's papers): 
 
“My feeling is that any public official who feels he has a contribution to make will 
sooner or later become limited by the office he is in. When that happens, it is 
time to move up to a higher position or get out.” 
[Aquino has been on the council 7 year and is nearing the end of his second 4-
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year term.] 
“I've enjoyed my work on the city council over the last seven years. I've learned a 
lot and I have done a lot of good.”  
 
[I have sacrificed a great deal. My architecture work has prospered because 
more people know me, but I have had little time to spend with my family. If I could 
move up to a full-time political position, I could give up my other career, at least 
for now, or I could at least turn it over to a junior partner. That makes sense to 
me.] 
 
“But right now I'm half way in and half way out of the water. I'm not sinking and 
I'm not swimming, but I'm all wet. I want to be in or out.” 
 
[What positions are you considering?] 
“I would like to be mayor someday. I've thought about running for the legislature, 
but I'm more familiar with the city problems. I think I could do more good as 
mayor.”  
 
No. 2: Space Being's Earthly Emissary 
 
Charlie Holland in a private interview at his cabin this morning for the weekly 
publication: 
 
“I was out back of our cabin up near South Lake when I suddenly saw these 
brilliant lights from an air vehicle of some sort. I was hunting with George Blair. 
He saw it, too! We was scared, because that airship wasn't like nothing we had 
ever seen before, and it was coming down right beside us. We apparently both 
passed out. George didn't see anything else, but when I woke up I was inside the 
spaceship and there were short little creatures trying to communicate with me. 
They were speaking with high-pitch voices, in English. It was hard to understand 
them because of their odd pronunciation at times, but they wanted me to know 
that the Earth is in extreme danger and will be at the brink of disaster when they 
return next year to save us from destruction. I'm supposed to tell everyone so 
they won't be afraid. I'm telling the truth. I passed a lie detector test. George 
didn't wake up until it was all over, but he saw the flying saucer same as me.”  
 
Private, licensed lie detector operator James Kellman confirms Holland passed 
the test, although he says he doesn't believe that the story himself.  
 
George Blair refuses to comment and refuses to be hooked to “that lie detector 
contraption.” 
 
Incident supposedly occurred last Saturday; detector test Monday. 
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No. 3: State Cuts Back Probation, Parole Officers 
 
Close to deadline for afternoon daily newspaper. Made a couple of quick call for 
a local sidebar to a state story. The state has just announced that despite a crime 
rate increase last year of 18.3% it will cut the number of probation and parole 
offices by 400, about 10% of the 3,953 now employed statewide. The measure is 
to help the state comply with the state constitution that makes deficit budgets 
illegal. 
 
Judge Sheldon Will: 
“The jails and prisons are already too crowded to put more criminals behind bars, 
but now we don't dare put them on parole or probation either. The situation is 
ridiculous.” 
 
[The state is trying to balance its budget, but it costs much more to keep a 
criminal in prison than it does to release him under supervision. But if the 
supervision is not strict enough, we don't dare to simply release prisoners on 
their own recognizance.] 
 
“We will be forced to keep them in jail or prison.” 
 
Sheriff Malcolm Smith: 
“The criminal justice system is almost at the breaking point right now. The system 
is probably in the worst shape it has ever been in right now. A number of other 
law enforcement officials and I will be going to the capital next week to fight this. 
This is not the place for the state to balance its budget.” 
 
No. 4: Juvenile Crime Uncontrolled, Unpunished 
 
In a short telephone interview today about why the crime statistics just released 
have jumped 23% this past quarter over the same quarter a year ago, County 
Sheriff Malcolm Smith said (for publication tomorrow morning): 
 
“Juvenile crime is to blame. You look at the delinquent's and you see that 45 
percent of the crimes are committed by them. It's no wonder we're in the position 
we're in. The  
juveniles are given all the constitutional rights of an adult, but none of the 
responsibilities. But a crime's a crime no matter who commits it. 
 
“We can't interrogate the kids adequately, and they know that even if they 
confess they will probably just have their hand slapped and be told to mind their 
parents. This has become such a joke. Everyone knows it's true.” 
 
[Some parents even take their kids to stores to shoplift. If they are caught the 
parents come over they're outside the story, so the store manager lets the kid go. 
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Instead, the parents go out to the car tell the kid to not be so stupid next time to 
hid the merchandise better or to watch out for the store detectives better.] 
 
“We must come up with a better way to handle juvenile crime or the crime rate is 
going is going to just keep going up and up and up.” 
 
No. 5: Plasma Donors Indicate Lack Of Controls 
 
[One man died of “pneumonia” last week after giving blood to one of the city's 
four commercial plasma centers. Official investigations have been inconclusive 
and the commercial purchase and sale of human blood continues.] 
 
[Yesterday you (the reporter) went down to the neighborhood in which two of the 
plasma centers are located in order to “consult” with several experts — the skid 
row donors. They were dirty, with blood-shot eyes and smelled of alcohol. From 
what you saw inside the plasma centers, these were fairly typical donors. The 
donors were hesitant to speak because of their dependence in the centers to 
support their alcoholic habits, but when bribed with a cheap hamburger, they 
opened up. Although it was still like pulling teeth. The donors refused to give their 
names.] 
 
#1: “They don't pay much, but it's better than nothing. I can't get a job. No one 

wants to hire me. I can get food at the mission, and this gives me a little 
money to spend.” 

 
#2: “We're not supposed to go but once every couple weeks, but they don't really 

care. They don't even know. I can go from one to another. I went yo two in 
one day once; it didn't bother me much.” 

 
#3: “This isn't going to kill anyone unless they're pretty far gone anyway. We're 

doing fine.” 
 
In writing this story, presume you are writing on Friday for Sunday's weekly 
Review newspaper. 
 
No. 6: Parson, Ellenburg Threaten Building Plan 
 
[Members of the board of education, James Parson and John Ellenburg, spoke to 
this reporter in separate telephone interviews last night. They raised the question 
as to whether they will support renovation of the Main Street Elementary or the 
expansion of the Lincoln High School unless the school board agrees also to 
build a junior high school in the Westside area. The two directors, both from the 
Westside, say they are representing the views of their constituents.] 
 
Ellenburg: “My constituents are nearly unanimous in their support of a Westside 
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junior high school. They are tired of busing their students across town. The kids 
spend nearly an hour a day on the school bus. That's not fair. The other kids can 
have that much longer to study or play sports or whatever. The parents of 
Westside want a local junior high, and the statistics support the idea. Divide the 
city into four geographic areas and you would find that the Westside has almost 
double the number of any other area.” 
 
[Just because all the business districts are in other areas does not mean the 
schools have to be, too. We can stop the other construction, I think, if we don't 
gain some support on this issue. If we can't stop it, at least my constituents will 
know I tried my best.] 
 
Parson: “I've done a lot of thinking about this. If we move 40% if the junior high 
students to a new building, it can be justified.” 
 
[The other junior high is close to the Main Street Elementary which needs 
expansion. Let the elementary school use part of that junior high school. Maybe 
they can move ninth grade up into a middle school configuration. They could also 
move ninth grade down, if they wanted, and that would eliminate the need for 
expanding the high school.] 
 
“Our parents out here would like to keep their kids in this neighborhood until 
they're older anyway, and they're willing to pay slightly higher taxes in order to 
get what they want.”  
 
Chairman of School Board (formally called Board of Education) Ben Caspo: “We 
can't be building a new $50 million junior high school when we don't need one 
just because a few parents don't want their kids to ride the bus.'  
 
[We need all the funds available to expand the elementary school and the high 
school.] 
 
In writing this story, presume you are writing in the morning for the late afternoon 
newspaper -- The Evening Star. 
 
No. 7: Former Lincoln High Football Star Dies 
 
[Mack Pullman -- former football star with the Lincoln High Eagles, the State 
University Cougars and the New Orleans Saints (for 7 years) -- died yesterday. 
Needed a kidney transplant. A three-month fund-raiding drive here in town raised 
the necessary $250,000, plus another $100,000 to help the family during the 
recuperative period.] 
 
[The operation last Monday went well. The doctor, Dr. George Wellenbee, said 
the operation went perfect. A kidney was transplanted from Mack's brother, 
Steve. This morning at 5:11 a.m. Mack died. A blood clot in Mack's lungs took his 
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life within minutes.]  
 
[Survivors include wife Sandra; twin 8-year-old daughters, Margaret and 
Amanda; his brother Steve; and his parents, Arnold and Ellen Pullman of 311 
Bishop Dr. here in town. Raffles, dances, church, Lincoln Booster Club, and 
individual donations helped raise the $350,000 fund.] 
 
In writing this story, presume you are writing today for tomorrow morning's 
newspaper --The Morning Sun. 
 
No. 8: Green Buick Burns Down 
 
[Jim Green Buick burned down yesterday afternoon after deadline.  Story being 
put together for this afternoon's paper.] 
 
[$1,350,000 estimated damage. Clean up operations under way. Five blocks of 
traffic were blocked off as firefighters fought the intense blaze which destroyed 
the dealership and threatened the adjoining homes. Destroyed were the 
showroom, three new cars, car parts and tools, a new shipment of tires, a 
television set and recorder, office equipment and records and other items. Eight 
new cars parked outside were damaged by the heat. Plastic lens melted, paint 
damaged.] 
 
Fire Chief Peter Poulsen: 
“We responded to the call in less than three minutes, but when we arrived the 
building was already engulfed in flames. We were lucky to contain the fire from 
spreading to neighboring homes to the south, and especially from the gas station 
on the north side. But Green Buick has been totally destroyed.”  
 
[Overhead power lines hampered efforts, but with the help of our new ladder 
truck and water snorkel, the fire was under control within a half hour.] 
 
“There doesn't seem to be one point of beginning. The windows were all blown 
out when we arrived. We've wondered if a gasoline leak from one of the cars may 
have been ignited by the pilot light of a small gas heater in the building.  If it had 
been night time, we might be more inclined to suspect arson.  
 
Jim Green: “It just seemed to all go at once. We were all back in the service 
department when all of a sudden there were intense flames shooting from the 
showroom. I don't know if I'll reopen or not. It depends a little on the insurance 
settlement and some on the economy.” 
 
[Company employs 35 people. No one was injured.] 
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No. 9: A Big Fish Story 
 
[Elma's Pat Worship dropped by today with a picture of a large halibut and had 
quite a story to go along with it.] 
 
Pat:  
“We were fishing off the California coast near Santa Barbra. Our boat pulled in 28 
large halibut between the nine of us. Mine was the largest and was apparently 
the largest ever caught.” 
 
[But to qualify as a world record, it had to be confirmed by two certified scales. 
One weighed it as a record-breaking 68 pounds, but couldn't find another scale 
that could weigh that large of a fish.] 
 
“We finally gave up and cleaned it.” 
 
In writing this story, presume you are writing today for Sunday's mass-circulation 
newspaper – The Review. Try for a more timeless approach than you might if 
writing for one of the daily newspapers. 
 
No. 10: Watermelons Raided By Police 
 
In writing this story, presume you are writing today for tomorrow morning's 
newspaper --The Morning Sun. 
 
[Gerald Jenks, 65, 123 Elm St., here in town, came into the office with this story, 
which you proceeded to follow up on.] 

“The police destroyed thousands of dollars worth of property because of 
their own stupidity. I had some old junk cars out behind the house. My 
grandchildren and I decided to use them as greenhouses and get a head 
start on the watermelon market by planting the seeds in the cars with 
doors closed and the windows rolled up.” 
 
[Someone apparently walked by and decided it was marijuana growing in 
the cars and called the cops. The seedlings were small enough that they 
couldn't tell the difference and they destroyed everything.] 
 
“I was a little upset, but I could understand the mix-up. But when I went on 
to talk to the police they just laughed. They wouldn't take it seriously. The 
more they laughed, the madder I got.” 
 
[I've decided to sue the city for $10,000 in order to make my point.] “If they 
had apologized I wouldn't be suing, but that's the only way I know of to 
wipe the grin off their faces.”  
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[They destroyed plants which, by hitting the early market, would have 
made thousands of dollars for my grandchildren and me.] 
 
“It's not funny.” 

 
Police Chief Jordan Daneals: 
 

“Jenks is really overreacting. The seeds to those plants probably cost $4-
$5. Anyway, we looked at the plants real carefully and there was 
marijuana mixed in with the watermelon. We can tell the difference.”  

 
[Why didn't you arrest Jenks then if there was marijuana growing on his 
property and under his admitted supervision?] 
 
“We don't believe Jenks had anything to do with it.” [Someone else 
apparently liked the idea and planted the marijuana after he planted the 
melon seeds.] 

 
[Why don't you apologize?] 
 
“We don't have anything to apologize for. We were just doing our job.” 

 
[Why didn't you stake out the site and catch the growers of the marijuana 
when they returned to water their plants?] 
 
[We don't have the manpower to stake out every site of suspected crime.] 
“We'd have a policeman on every street corner.” 

 
Jenks: 

 
[We could have noticed if someone had disturbed the soil. We were 
visiting the plants every day. Anyway, who would have done it? Not my 
grandchildren. They're all under 6.] 
 
“Daneals is just too proud to admit he made a mistake. He's going to look 
a lot stupider when I prove it in court. Now it's apparent that our police 
chief is not only stupid, but he's a liar.” 
 

 
No. 11: Council Debates Over Budget 
 
In writing this story, presume you are writing today for Sunday's mass-circulation 
newspaper -- The Review. Try for a more timeless approach than you might if 
writing for one of the daily newspapers.   
 
[The City Council debated over raising the budget today -- the last day changes 
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could be made before state law requires a budget to be finalized.] 
 
Councilman Joe Kortas: 
“This is a ridiculous time to raise taxes.” 
 
[High inflation.  High unemployment.] 
 
“Everyone needs a break. What you’re trying to do will break them.” 
 
Councilwoman Nancy Barlow: 
“The people need services more than they need low taxes. They want the roads 
repaired, recreation programs maintained, help for the poor and needy, police 
and fire protection.” 
 
Kortas: 
[How about jobs? If we keep raising taxes, businesses and manufacturing will 
continue moving out of the city, perhaps out of the state or even out of the 
country. If they stay, their foreign competitors will steal the market and put them 
out of business anyway.] 
 
“If they go, they take with them jobs. They take with them tax base. They take 
with them the city's future. Jobs must be first priority.”  
 
Barlow: 
“The people want services, and we represent the people. If we make a mistake 
it's their mistake, too. I'm not crawling out on a limb by myself -- I'm crawling out 
there with popular opinion.” 
 
Kortas: 
“Raising taxes now is suicidal. You may think a few dollars more in taxes won't 
hurt, but we and the state and the federal government have been saying that for 
years. Taxes have skyrocketed during that time, but society isn't any better for it. 
We have created a mammoth bureaucracy; we have encouraged government 
parasites; we have thrown money at problems that never go away. It is time to 
stop.” 
 
[These few dollars won't be the last straw for every taxpayer, but it will be the last 
straw for at least a few taxpayers. It is time to reverse the trend.] 
 
“And, Mrs. Barlow, if you're worried about being re-elected, you should remember 
that the unemployed do not vote for incumbents. Don't think popular opinions will 
save you. The masses are fickle. They want everything, but that's impossible.” 
 
[The council decided to raise the mil levy from 18.5 to 21--a            % [?You 
figure this out.] increase. The property taxes are expected to bring in $84.2 
million -- approximately one-half the city's expendable income. The other half 
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comes from a state sales tax kickback ($59.0 million), city license fees and utility 
hook-up fees, etc. ($5.9 million), and 5% utility tax utility companies must charge 
their customers, otherwise not covered by sales tax ($5.5 million).] 
 
[The final vote was 5-2, with Kortas and Charles Aquino voting against the tax 
increase.] 

 

No. 12: Shop Owner Charges Harassment 
 
In writing this story, presume you are writing in the morning for the late afternoon 
newspaper -- The Evening Star. 
 
[Yesterday police officers arrived at Lanser's High Fashion here in town with a 
search warrant issued by the 10th District Court. Sheriff Deputy James Collier 
said at the scene that they had been authorized to] “confiscate all material fitting 
the description of the stolen property.” 
 
[Deputies worked most of yesterday afternoon dismantling a smartly styled new 
addition, leaving only structural supports and hauling away a truckload of 3/4” 
plywood laminated to waterproofed foam insulation. The sheriff spokesman said 
the unusual type of plywood was stolen from the construction site of the new 
hospital addition. Store owners say they purchased it from K&K Construction Co. 
of Idaho City, Idaho, but no such business apparently exists, according to the 
Sheriff Dept.] 
 
[Ralph Korden, owner of Lanser's High Fashions today charged police with 
harassment after a dozen police officers literally tore apart the store building. The 
store is run by Ralph Korden and is three sons--Bart, 22; William, 18; and 
Chuck,16.] 
 
[Ralph interviewed this morning:] 
“I was really mad at first, but it's been going on now for so long I'm used to it. For 
20 years I've been the Mafia in this town. They blame me for everything. They 
catch some kid with dope and blame it on me. They see a prostitute and claim 
I'm the pimp.” 
[They've tried to set us up many times. But this is ridiculous. It's outright 
harassment. They can't get me out of town legally, so they're going to try to bully 
me out of town. I don't bully very well.] 
“Is this normal procedure? They frighten our customers and embarrass our sales 
clerks. Then they start tearing apart our store and hauling away the materials we 
have paid literally thousands of dollars for.” 
[We are considering a suit. We have plenty of evidence. One former city 
employee was told that if she patronized our shop she would be discharged, and 
she was.] 



Crash Course in Journalism  Page 67 

“The local police won't touch us anymore. We've beaten them too many times in 
court. So now they bring in the Sheriff Dept. We'll teach them a lesson, as well.” 
[We have a women customer who was approached by an officer and accused of 
'working' for us as a prostitute, that is. They offered her money if she would 
introduce an undercover police woman to me as a friend.] 
“It really is a bunch of gossip. There's no foundation for it. We get calls daily from 
people who want to 'buy an ounce' or 'want a girl.' We just laugh at them.”  
[We paid a good price for that lumber. We certainly didn't know it was stolen, if 
indeed it was. This is just another incident to help us with our civil rights suit.] 
[The sheriff’s department has no official comment. Sheriff deputies involved with 
the case don't say much, but they smile a lot.] 
[Mayor Richard Geck says no city employee has ever been threatened for 
patronizing Korden's store or anybody else's.] 

 
No. 13: New Mayor Glad Geck Gone 
 
Background: 
Acting Mayor Robert Chevey took over for resigning Mayor Richard Geck today. 
Chevey moved up from his position as chairman of the city council, while Geck 
accepted a $250,000, job with Communications Innovations (announced two 
weeks ago, but effective today). 
 
Chevey: 
“I don't think I'll have any trouble. I've been in the city council for 12 yrs. We've 
made all the big decisions during that time. The mayor – Geck, the last 6 yrs., 
and John Henlon before that – have just been administrators, and not 
exceptionally good ones at that. Problems have been growing bigger and bigger 
– that's probably why Geck resigned.”  
 
“The city's lucky it got ride of Geck, quite frankly, although I'm not sure you 
should print something like that. That people think he was such a progressive 
type guy is ridiculous. I have three stacks of mail for Jan., Feb., Mar. that he 
hadn't even looked at.” 
 
[Chevey's many ideas he'd like to do:] 
* [Have a city center built with money from private business corps. which should 
then be given office and storefront leases within the complex. Would include 
meeting rooms, city offices, large auditorium for plays, concerts, conventions, 
etc.) 
* [Also like to attract pro basketball teams by offering them free use of the 
proposed city center auditorium when other cultural activities aren't previously 
slated.] 
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* [Make dept. heads more responsive to people by having them elected by the 
people.] 
 
 
City Councilman Charlie Aquino: 
 
[Says election for dept. directors is crazy – impossible to bring about – bad idea 
regardless] 
 
“That's impossible and not very practical regardless. First, the state legislature 
has not approved any city charter changes, and they're not going to want to 
monkey around with it since they have so many other more important things to 
do. It's a bad idea, regardless.  
 
[If we make those positions elective, it's unlikely that the most qualified people 
will be elected. People just interested in doing a good job working for business or 
government do not want the hassle of seeking election. Many times they are not 
able to afford to, but even if they are, who wants the hassle.] 
 
“What's the next step – to elect all 1500 city workers. If we aren't going to elect 
the garbage men and the beat cops, there's no reason to elect the dept. 
directors.” 
 
Background: 
 
[Aquino is the new council vice chmn., moving to the spot when Geck quit/ 
Chevey moved to acting mayor, and Lloyd Common moved from vice chmn. to 
chmn of council.] 
 
[Council positions are part-time ($15,000/yr.); mayor paid $50,000 full time. 
Chevey was insuranceman, but will have to let partner handle the business while 
he is trying to gain control over the city gov. Chevey says partner is very 
competent, but may have to hire one or two new agents to take over his 
activities.] 
 
In writing this story, presume you are writing in the morning for the late afternoon 
newspaper -- The Evening Star. 
 
No. 14: Mayor Dies after Reading your Article; City 
Left in Chaos 
 
In writing this story, presume you are writing today for tomorrow morning's 
newspaper—The Morning Sun. 
 
Background: 
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[Acting Mayor Robert Chevey died last night, two months after moving up from 
his city council chairman position to finish the final six months of Richard Geck's  
term (Geck left the position for a lucrative $250,000-a-year job with 
Communication Innovations.)] 
 
[Chevey's death elevated the new city council chairman, Lloyd Common, into the 
mayor's seat, leaving only five members in the normally 7-person city council. 
The two sudden and unexpected changes in the city's leadership has left virtually 
total control in the hands of unelected bureaucrats, since the new acting mayor 
has no idea what's going on. In addition, the department heads and supervisors 
are all Democrats, appointed by Geck. Common is Republican.] 
 
[There are 1,500 city employees in the 12 city departments, says Jim Clinton, 
mayor's administrative assistant.] 
 
Common: 
 
“I think I can work well with the dept. heads. They trust me and I trust them and 
they have confidence in me and they are true professionals anyway.” 
 
“I certainly don't think I would say the city is in chaos. Clinton knows what is 
going on and he can teach me and guide me.” 
 
Clinton: 
 
“I certainly wouldn't say I have a total grasp of city government. I've only been on 
this job myself about a year. I have worked fairly close to the Streets Dept. and 
the Parks Dept. because we have a lot of concerned citizens in those areas, but 
the other departments have pretty much run themselves.” 
 
Thomas Gilford, city councilman: 
 
“This city is in total chaos. The bureaucrats are in control, and when that 
happens, nothing ever gets done. People's complaints are ignored.” 
 
[I have been receiving a lot more complaints this last week from people who 
normally would either have had their problems solved by the department heads 
or by the mayor's office.] 
 
“Dogs are running loose in the South part of town. Drugs are being pushed in the 
park. [Miller's Park, up in the northwest.] The heavy rain filled the basements of a 
dozen homes along Quiet Street on the west, because no one has been cleaning 
the gutters. If I had my way we'd have a new council and mayor election next 
week.” 
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Backgrounds: 
 
[Gilford says each councilman is normally responsible to help oversee one or two 
of the 12 departments, now its 2 or 3, and some of those are new to them too.] 
 
Geck: 
 
“It's not my fault. You don't have the right to judge until you've been in a position 
like that. People are always complaining; they call you up at night after you're in 
bed and expect you to come running right over. It was either the job or my 
marriage; I couldn't keep both; it was driving Helen nuts.” 
 
Backgrounds: 
 
[Chevey died of a massive coronary just after reading a critical newspaper 
editorial claiming that he had lied when he had denied saying certain derogatory 
remarks concerning popular former Mayor Geck.] 
 
 
No. 15: Who Has The Right To Life? 
 
Interview with Gene Heaps, county chairman of the Right to Life Party, and Joyce 
Carlin, county chairwoman of the Women's Rights Committee (Heaps three days 
ago and briefly this morning; Carlin yesterday, publication today): 
 
“Over a million people were murdered last year in the greatest mass murder 
since Hitler, but few people have even raised an eyebrow. The holocaust 
continues.” 
 
[The Supreme Court has knocked down a state law that required doctors to tell 
the abortion patient what the baby would experience and to explain to her what 
options there are for “unwanted babies, such as adoption to parents who can not 
have children.] 
 
“The court and some doctors don't want the patients to know how their babies will 
be murdered -- poisoned or chopped up, sucked out and tossed into a garbage 
can. The doctors worry about the psychological effect on the mother. They want 
to short-circuit her conscience by keeping her in ignorance. But what is going to 
happen to the mother a few years down the road when she finds out how horrible 
a crime she has been a party to. Babies are living beings.”  
 
[The unborn babies are in a situation very similar to that if stroke victims or 
retarded people. They may not be able to talk and they may not be able to 
defend themselves, but they are just as alive as you or me.] 
 
“Do we have the right to kill them just because they can't defend themselves?”  
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Carlin: 
 
“The whole argument about embryo rights is absurd.”  
[Do people worry when they step on an ant or kill a bug? They're killing a living 
being that can't talk or defend itself. but we don't call it murder. An embryo has 
minimal physical and neurological development.] 
 
“If they feel anything, it doesn't compare to what they will suffer if they are born 
into a home where they are not wanted, are not loved, or cannot receive proper 
care. Nor does the fetus' pain compare to the psychological and even the 
physical pain the mother suffers from the whole ordeal. In many cases these are 
“babies” having babies. How can they even think of an 11- or 12-year-old girl 
having a baby? How can they ignore the anguish of a woman made pregnant 
through rape by someone she not only did not love, but someone she hates and 
would like to kill if it were possible?” 
“But the bottom-line issue here is freedom. A woman should have freedom over 
her own body, and she should not be forced to live by someone else's moral 
code.” 
 
[Freedom of religion is also an issue. We don't all believe that an embryo is 
instantly “human” at conception and immediately inherits all human rights.] 
 
“If someone believes abortion is murder, they should not have an abortion. But 
neither should they thrust their opinions on someone else.” 
 
Heaps: 
 
“It sounds very scientific and uncomplicated to call a baby an embryo and to 
compare it to an insect, but that doesn't change reality. We're still talking about a 
human body, sometimes several months developed. Let the patient look at a 
picture of a baby that far developed and let her decide whether the baby is 
human or not. 
“I'm not saying a child should keep custody of a baby or that a rape victim (very 
few of which ever become pregnant) should keep her baby after birth, but they 
shouldn't complicate a bad situation with murder. Many, many couples are out 
there waiting to adopt such babies. The circumstances don't matter to them.” 
Carlin: 
“And what are they going to do with that 11-year-old girl who has an abortion? 
Put her on trial? Send her to jail? The anti-abortion fanatics may try to put the 
burden on health-care officials to support an anti-abortion law, but then those 
who want an abortion will do what they did before Roe vs. Wade. They will cross 
state lines to where it is legal or they will get an abortion in some illegal, 
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unsanitary back alley clinic. Is that better?” 
In writing this story, pretend you are writing in the morning for the late afternoon 
newspaper -- The Evening Star. 
 
No. 16: Three Vie for Mayoral Post 
 
In writing this story, pretend you are writing today for Sunday's mass-circulation 
newspaper — The Review. Try for a more timeless approach than you might if 
writing for one of the daily newspapers. 
 
[Two weeks ago Mayor Lloyd Common called for a special election to be held in 
four months. A resignation and a death have left city council with only five 
members, barely a quorum of the 7-person council. Common himself is only the 
acting mayor, taking over for Bob Chevey, who took over for Richard Geck.  Any 
one councilman can stop council action simply by walking out of the room, since 
there would no longer exist a legal quorum. Also each of the council members is 
being overworked, having to oversee three city departments, rather than the 
normal 2.] 
 
[The two council positions and the mayoral position will be up for election.] 
[A lot of local citizens expressed dismay and indignation when the elected mayor 
Richard Geck decided to resign three month ago in order to take a $200,000 job 
with Communication Innovations. What about the new mayor candidates, would 
they do the same thing if they had the opportunity?] 
Common is one running for mayor: 
”I don't blame him for doing what he did. It's just the manner in which he did it. If I 
were offered that kind of money, I would shout it and let everyone know about it 
right away rather than keeping it a secret until there isn't time to make proper 
preparations for a smooth transition.” 
 
Also running for mayor, Councilman Joe Kortas: 
”It's a hard question. I really want to serve as mayor, but how often would you 
have an opportunity like that – to make $200,000 a year. I grew up in the ghetto 
and never saw more than $10,000 at any one time. My job as a policeman, 
before I retired to run for city council, paid only $45,000 a year. My city council 
job pays $20,000 part-time, but since I have committed my full-time to it, I've had 
to take a big cut in pay. On the other hand, the $50,000 the mayor earns looks 
awful good to me. 
 
Warren Sloe, millionaire real estate broker and former port authority chmn., also 
running for mayor: 
”I think it's a shame. It is such an honor to serve the public, people should be 
willing to do it for nothing. There's not a price high enough to tempt me away 
from that mayor's position. That really points out the difference between me and 
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the other candidates. I am dedicated. This is just another job to them. I am 
concerned for the people; they are concerned with the paycheck.” 
 
OTHER ISSUES: 
[Sloe says he will proceed with plans to seek private investors to build a city 
center in exchange for the perennial right to operate a business on the premises 
(space tied to amount invested.)]  
[Kortas says he will crack down on the local mafia, as well as regular street 
crime.] “Crime has tripled in the last five years. There were a dozen mafia-type 
murders last year. As you recall, they were caught rigging the voting booths two 
years ago. They will stop at nothing to see to it that a friendly candidate is 
elected.” 
[Common: “I'll let the council make the big decisions, I just want to be an effective 
city administrator.”] 
 
No. 17: Mayor Vs. Firefighters 
 
[Mayor Warren Sloe is being criticized by firefighters for offering only a 4.7% 
raise during a year when inflation has been over 10%. His proposal also cuts 
some of the firefighters' benefits, offsetting the low pay increase. Follow are 
phone interviews you obtained this evening. Your story will be on the front page 
in the morning.]  
 
MAYOR WARREN SLOE: 
“I absolutely am not staging any sort of vendetta against the firefighters. The fact 
that they supported Kortas has nothing to do with it. The city's budget simply 
cannot be stretched far enough to provide a very big raise this year. I was 
elected by the voters, the taxpayers, and they are the ones I'm concerned with. I 
refuse to raise taxes unless absolutely necessary.” 
 
FORMER COUNCILMAN (& DEFEATED MAYORAL CANDIDATE) JOE 
KORTAS: 
“The firefighters' union was zealous in support of my candidacy last fall. I hope 
this isn't retribution. But this last election was just to finish this one-year vacancy 
caused by Geck's resignation and Chevey's death. Sloe realizes he squeaked by 
with 200 votes in all illegal election this time around. The next election will be a 
different story. He's just trying to intimidate the firefighters and also reduce the 
amount of funds they have available to donate to my next campaign.” 
 
[In the last election Sloe raised all of his allowed campaign funds with about two 
dozen large donations from his rich friends.] “I was scrounging the entire election 
and depended on the $5 and $10 donations supplied by little people in this city.” 
[The firefighters were the only major group to donate a fairly substantial amount 
of funds. If Sloe can stop my funding, he wins practically by default.] “A portion of 
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every extra dollar he pays the firefighters will end up in my campaign coffers. He 
knows that.” 
 
SID SINARDI, PRES. OF FIREFIGHTERS LOCAL 747: 
“The city's offer of a 4.7% pay increase in these inflationary times is a slap in the 
face of every firefighter in the dept.  Especially when the entire raise is offset by a 
loss of benefits. This is revenge, pure and simple. But if Sloe thinks he can push 
us around he has another thought coming.  
 
[OFF THE RECORD: It's illegal, but we will declare a strike if necessary. Either 
that, or perhaps we will just all happen to come down with the flu the same week. 
Maybe the next week we will all get hurt playing basketball in our union 
tournament.]  
 
“By the time we we're done, the public will be well aware of how the mayor is 
trying to punish us for our support of his opponent. The public will either force 
him to make a reasonable offer or to resign in disgrace.” 
 
No. 18: Second Sloe Controversy Ignites 
 
These interviews were obtained this morning for this evening's newspaper. 
 
SAM MARLAR, PRES. OF YOUR COUNTY'S UNITED POLICE ASSOCIATION: 
[The administration is trying to gain control over the police union. Mayor Warren 
Sloe and his new police chief, (George Gillam), are trying to promote the brass-
controlled. Fraternal Police Society over the UPA in the struggle to see which will 
represent city policeman in contract negotiations.] 
“Despite the fact that the UPA already controls over half of the city's 380 
policemen, in other words, have gained their support as members, the city is 
refusing to allow UPA union dues to be paid through a payroll deduction plan, 
such as that used by the administration-favored FPS. Sloe knows that a good 
share of our members supported his opponent in this recent election.  
[Joe Kortas lost by 200 of 50,000 votes, despite winning 2/3 of all precincts. On 
the other hand, the leaders of the FPS supported Sloe.] 
“You figure out the rest. Gillam himself is a political dupe. As soon as Sloe was 
elected he forced our former police chief (Jordan) Daneals to resign. Now Gilliam 
is promoting friends and stifling enemies. Allowing the FPS to become the 
representative union for the policemen would be playing right into their hands.” 
 
GEORGE GILLAM, NEW POLICE CHIEF: 
“No comment. This whole thing is absurd. They're just a bunch of crybabies is all. 
And don't you print this.” 
 
ACCORDING TO SLOE'S SECRETARY: “Mayor Sloe is unavailable for 
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comment.” 
 
MAYORAL ADMINISTRATIVRE ASSISTANT JIM CLINTON: 
“The UPA is just trying to use you to influence the administration.  They know the 
rules.  We only allow one union to establish a payroll plan at a time.  The FPS 
submitted its request first, so that’s that.  We can’t have every organization on a 
payroll plan.  That would be unworkable.” 
[And regardless of who has the most members, essentially both unions will have 
negotiation representatives.  Even if we decided to only negotiate with one union, 
which I suppose is possible, the union not represented would still be able to 
influence its members to accept or reject any proposal.] 
 
MARLAR: 
“That’s a bunch of damn hogwash.  They know that only one union can represent 
the policemen in negotiations, and the police officers will want to be members of 
that union.” 
 

No. 19: Council Reacts to Sloe Power Plays 
In writing this story, pretend you are writing in the morning for the late afternoon 
newspaper -- The Evening Star. 
Charlie Aquino, councilman: 
“The administration has been flexing its muscles, trying to push everyone around, 
including the city council.” 
[A feeling of distrust has developed now.  We are not sure when and if we can 
trust what the administration is telling us, or, on the other hand, when it is twisting 
the facts to make some sort of political maneuver.] 
We’re going to tie up his umbilical cord if he doesn’t start cooperating.   He’s 
been bragging that with the strong mayor form of government, including veto 
power, etc., he can ‘tie the council’s hands so tight they couldn’t do a thing.’   
[That’s exactly what he told a TV reporter last week.  Well, he may be able to tie 
our hands, but we can tie his umbilical cord.] 
“We pass the budget.  And if he doesn’t stop trying to throw his mayoral weight 
around, we will just tie up his funds so tight that he won’t be able to buy tissue to 
blow his nose with.” 
Lloyd Common, who returned as council chmn. after the election: 
“I think many of us share ambivalent feelings about our new mayor.  He never 
served on the city council, so most of us have not developed very close relations 
with him.  He does seem to be making a lot of enemies, and we have caught the 
administration providing misinformation concerning vital budget issues.” 
[A proposal by Aquino and Thomas Gilford is to be considered at next Tuesday’s 
council meeting, 10 a.m. The hiring of 1-2 staff members who report directly to 
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council to help council members investigate important issues and verify 
administrative-presented facts.] 
Aquino: 
--“The staff could cost us $200,000 a year, but without the staff it could cost us a 
lot more -- both financially and in political justice.  Right now we are enslaved to 
the administration because of our ignorance.  They can tell us anything they wish 
and we have little alternative but to believe them.” 
 
Mayor Warren Sloe: 
“I can’t believe the council wants to flush $200,000 down the drain during an 
election year -- or any time, as far as that goes.” 
[The councilmen are being paid $20,000 a year for their part-time work.  They 
only spend about six or eight hours in a council meeting.] “That should leave 
them plenty of time to do their own investigating.  There’s seven of them, each 
responsible to become an expert in certain areas.  Now they want a staff to 
spoon feed them.” 
Gilford: 
“As usual, Sloe is throwing up a smokescreen.  He knows that $200,000 out of a 
total budget of $200 million is peanuts if it improves administration.  The mayor 
simply doesn’t want us looking over his shoulder while he’s wheeling and 
dealing.  Well that’s where we’re going to be whether he likes it or not.” 
 

No. 20: Public vs. Private Education 
In writing this story, pretend you are writing today for tomorrow morning’s 
newspaper --The Morning Star. 
[You have interviewed the local school district superintendent, Dr. Ken Shelman, 
and Dr. George Harrington, the director of a prestigious private school in the city, 
Stafford Preparatory School.  One of your main questions, raised recently by a 
proposal by the president of the United States, is whether parents who choose to 
send their children to private schools should be exempted from public school 
taxes or perhaps receive some kind of tax credit.] 
SHELMAN: 
“Our public school system is essential to the American system of democracy, 
justice and equal opportunity.  I believe private schools have the right to exist and 
have a proper place in our society, but public schools need all the support they 
can get. We pay taxes to support public schools because they are good for the 
total welfare of the nation.”   
[It’s no different than paying taxes for garbage collection, fire protection, and 
other emergency services.] 
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“If someone wants to take his own garbage to the dump, fight his own fires or 
hire private detectives to protect his home, that’s his right, but we can’t make an 
exception to taxation for every individual who wants to go his own way.” 
[It is for the welfare of the entire nation that every citizen be educated to some 
level, and we pay taxes for that purpose -- even people who do not have children 
or people who have children going to private schools.] 
“Exemptions and credits are ways of indirectly giving public subsidy to private 
schools.  Once you’ve done that, you have made them public schools, and the 
public taxes may then begin paying for things with which the majority strongly 
opposes.” 
“If you’re Protestant, you would disagree, let’s say, with subsidizing Catholic 
schools for Black Muslim schools, for example.  If you’re liberal, you would object 
to subsidizing John Birch Society schools.” 
[These schools ought to be permitted to exist, because of our belief in freedom of 
speech, but we shouldn’t subsidize them.] 
“Democracy is not supporting every crackpot idea that comes along, and schools 
in a democracy must try to represent a polyglot group of people -- all faiths, all 
religions, all persuasions.  If we allow private education to factionalize our nation, 
we will find no peace, no compromise, no common understanding among our 
citizens.” 
 
HARRINGTON, a former ast. Superintendent to Sherlman, now head of private 
school: 
“I can sympathize with the superintendent’s position.  He is afraid that the 
eroding tax base in the city will lead to a critical budget crunch within a few years, 
if not months.”   
[He’s already having to cut back programs he feels are important to his students 
and his faculty.]  
“But his position on this subject is not even rational. We’re not talking about 
garbage collection, we’re talking about a fundamental right of every parent to 
bring up his child as he sees fit.  How would the public react to a proposal to 
have all children taken out of the home and raised by the state?  We wouldn’t 
stand for it.  But the position of public school supporters is almost the same.” 
[There are literally millions of parents in this country who would send their 
children to private schools if they could afford to do so.] 
“Why can’t they afford to do so?  Because they are forced to pay public school 
taxes and are not allowed to transfer their financial support from public schools to 
private schools. That gives public schools an effective monopoly which will keep 
most parents from ever sending their children to private schools.” 
“In so doing, are we really supporting freedom of speech? If we really believed in 
freedom of speech, press, religion and individual conscience, we would break up 
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this monopoly situation.  We would keep public schools going for all who wish to 
attend, but we should make it feasible for more parents to transfer their children 
to private schools, if that is their desire.” 
[If all we do is give parents a tax break if they transfer their children to private 
schools, the public schools would still have the support of not only their students’ 
parents, but also all the non-parents in their district.]   
“In a sense, that is still a little unfair, but we would be satisfied. In fact, let me 
make it clear that we do not want any direct government subsidy, because with 
direct subsidy come controls.  We don't want their red tape, their heartaches, 
their manipulations, their strings, their values or their methods.  We don't want 
anything over us that will dictate what we do here.” 
“The federal government has succeeded in fouling up public education already, 
we don't want it destroying private education, as well.” 
[Private school students and even homeschooled students average higher on 
standardized tests than public schools.] 
 
SHELMAN RESPONSE: [The demographics in a mostly white private school and 
a more diverse public school are totally different and cannot be compared. 
Children who go to private schools are typically from more affluent families. They 
own computers. They usually have attended high-quality preschools and have a 
stay-at-home parent reading and teaching them at home before they ever start 
school, and then provide strong support after they enter school.] 
“That's not always the case in public schools, where we accept everyone, and 
where some children come from single-parent homes or homes where parents 
are working two jobs apiece just to put food on the table and pay the rent. That is 
precisely why we must not undermine the financial support for public schools.” 
 

No. 21: Life in the Second Nuclear Era 
In writing this story, you are writing in the morning for the late afternoon 
newspaper -- The Evening Star.  
[The international nuclear safeguards system is inadequate and would not 
necessarily detect the illicit production of a nuclear bomb by one of the non-
nuclear nations, admits a confidential report by the international Atomic Energy 
Agency of the U.N.] 
 
[The report, which was leaked to newspapers last week, says continuous 
observation would be necessary in order to prevent the dozens of nations with 
nuclear energy power generators from taking the plutonium by-product and 
producing atomic weapons. The U.S. is trying to use advanced technology — 
including some developed at the local Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 
(PNNL) and installed at U.S. and some foreign ports — to detect nuclear 
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materials before they can be used to construct a nuclear weapon or a less 
destructive but easier-to-build “dirty bomb.” Even a dirty bomb that would spread 
radioactive contamination with conventional high explosives could lead to tens of 
thousands of deaths and massive economic chaos. Seven million cargo 
containers are off-loaded in the U.S. every year, so just making sure no 
radioactive materials are smuggled into the country in one of those containers is 
a nearly impossible job.] 
 
[The IAEA report basically covers a survey of nuclear material around the world 
to see if there was any unaccounted for. A nation would need to divert about 25 
kilograms of highly enriched uranium and eight kilograms of plutonium in order to 
create a bomb. In conducting the survey, many nations refused to provide IAEA 
with any information at all. It also admits that some nations which allowed the 
survey may well have “fiddled around” with the figures. But of the 31 nations 
which allowed inspection, 12 were suffering deficiencies in accounting and 
control – in either words, nuclear material was missing.] 
 
[Abu Dawood, a commander of al Qaeda forces in Afghanistan, told a top 
Pakistani reporter recently that final preparations are being made for the 
“American Hiroshima,” a major attack on the U.S. that will be much worse than 
9/11 — and, based on its name, apparently a nuclear terrorism attack on 
American soil. Dawood delivered his message through Hamid Mir, the head of 
the Geo TV Bureau in Islamabad, who won wide acclaim for his interviews with 
Osama bin Laden and Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri before and after 9/11. Dawood 
reportedly surprised Mir by acquiring his private cell-phone number and asking 
him to join him for the exclusive interview. Dawood told Mir that the upcoming 
attack will be far more destructive than 9/11, and he warned all Muslims living in 
the United States to leave the country if they want to avoid the destructive attack 
and aftermath.] 
 
[FBI and NSA (National Security Agency) officials admit openly that they are 
concerned that, if plutonium could be smuggled into the U.S., trained terrorists 
already here could craft a crude atomic bomb about as powerful as the bomb 
dropped on Hiroshima in World War II. But this time the bomb would be carried in 
a van instead of an airplane. The driver could set a timer and walk away. Two 
hours later, the van and the surrounding buildings would disintegrate in a flash of 
light and a searing blast of radioactive wind as a mushroom cloud rises over the 
skyline. In the first 24 hours, 100,000 people might die. People exposed in the 
surrounding blocks of downtown would be reduced to ashes, and those within a 
radius of several miles would die from extreme radiation exposure or from 
wounds suffered when glass windows explode like hand grenades.  This time, 
Ground Zero would be left a ghost town for decades and the billion dollars worth 
of destruction caused directly by the explosion would be surpassed only by the 
panic that would spread across the country. The U.S. economy would be 
devastated like nothing the nation has ever experienced.] 
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[In 1996, Islamic rebels from Chechnya planted a dirty bomb in Moscow's 
Izmailovo park to demonstrate Russia's vulnerability, but didn’t detonate it. It 
consisted of a deadly brew of dynamite and Cesium 137, a highly radioactive 
nuclear byproduct. A dynamite-laden casket of spent fuel from a nuclear power 
plant detonated in downtown Manhattan during noontime might “only” kill about 
2,000, but would leave many thousands suffering from radiation poisoning. And, 
again, the economic devastation might have as lasting an impact as the human 
toll, according to the IAEA report.] 
 
[The IAEA report further noted that the NCI (Nuclear Control Institute) task force 
warned that the probability of nuclear terrorism is increasing because of the 
growing incidence, sophistication and lethality of conventional forms of terrorism; 
the vulnerability of nuclear power and research reactors to sabotage; and the 
potential for theft of weapons-usable nuclear materials. The State Department 
lists more than a dozen rogue states and terrorist organizations, including al 
Qaeda, that are actively seeking nuclear weapons. Russia's Cold War-era 
nuclear stockpiles, which include 700 to 800 tons of highly enriched uranium and 
150 to 200 tons of weapons-grade plutonium, pose a great risk because of 
serious gaps in Moscow's nuclear security. U.S. intelligence agencies have felt 
that Russian criminal groups might already be supplying al Qaeda with 
components for nuclear weapons. Following the Sept. 11 attacks, Russia's 
Federal Security Service reportedly thwarted an attempt by one of these criminal 
groups to sell stolen nuclear weapons-grade material to an unidentified buyer. 
Since 9/11, Pakistani authorities have detained several former nuclear scientists 
for questioning about their involvement with the Taliban. One of the men, Sultan 
Bashiruddin Mahmood, was previously a senior official in Pakistan's nuclear 
weapons program. Western experts worry that the scientists were relaying their 
nuclear knowledge, equipment or materials to the Taliban. A captured al Qaeda 
leader also claimed the group is close to having a crude nuclear weapon that it 
would smuggle into the U.S., and other al Qaeda leaders claim they already have 
one.]  
 
YOUR SHORT BUT EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW TODAY WITH DR. HELMUT 
SCHLITT, DIRECTOR OF IAEA, AS HE VISTED THE PNNL LABORATORY IN 
THE CITY: 
 
 “We have entered a Second Nuclear Era. The First Nuclear Era was the period 
of time in which only a few superpowers possessed nuclear weapons. In the 
Second Nuclear Era almost anyone could build a bomb if he really wanted to and 
could get access to nuclear materials. And there is a lot of nuclear material 
missing and unaccounted for, and other material in the hands of countries not 
always on the best of terms with the United States.” 
 
“And materials for a dirty bomb are much easier to secure. And thousands of 
people could be killed and billions of dollars of damage caused by one dirty 
bomb.” 
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“We have been rendered basically defenseless to nuclear attack. New York, 
Washington, or Los Angeles could be devastated by a nuclear bomb tomorrow, 
and we would have no idea who was responsible.” 
 
“If a bomb is delivered by missile, of course we can determine who to shoot back 
at, but not if it is built into the trunk of a car.”  
 
“The massive illegal immigration of 15 million people into the U.S. clearly 
demonstrates that U.S. borders are not secure – even if new technology 
developed here at PNNL can safeguard American ports. We need this same 
technology installed in and around cities throughout the country.” 
 
“Many Western leaders have concluded that the question regarding a nuclear 
terrorism attack is not ‘if,’ but only ‘when’ and ‘where’ it will occur. This new 
equipment is needed to make sure it’s not here and not now.” 
 
No. 22: Inequities in Local Property Taxes 
 
You've done this research over the past two months in your spare time.  You are 
writing the story for Sunday's Review. 
 
[The city, school district and county all receive a large portion of their funding 
from property taxes (aka ad valorem tax).  The city’s mill levy is 30 mills 
($30/$1000 in real estate's assessed valuation).  The school’s millage rate is 40 
mils.  And the county charges 35 mills.] 
[Assessed valuation in this state is supposed to be 100% of the actual value, in 
other words, 100% of what the property could sell for today under current 
economic circumstances and specific property circumstances (what part of town 
it's in, how well it's been kept up, etc.).] 
[A realtor friend has been able to provide the following random sampling of 
property recently sold in the area.] 
 
PROPERTIES AVERAGE SELLING AVERAGE 
COUNTY PRICE  ASSESSED 
VALUATION 
10 homes in Southridge area $139,000 $148,000 
12 homes in Southeast area $210,000 $200,000 
9 homes along North River $282,000 $240,000 
15 homes near old Downtown $93,000 $105,000 
8 homes in new Westside area $262,000 $256,000 
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A brief review reveals some gross inequities, but you should try to be fairly 
precise statistically.  Following this research, you spoke to several government 
officials about the problems of property tax inequities. 
Mayor Warren Sloe: 
“I don't feel your little study has any scientific validity.  There are relatively few 
places of property involved.   Some of the sellers may have been desperate, 
others may have been extremely fortunate.  Therefore, the actual selling price 
may not truly represent the actual property value.” 
“But regardless, it is simply impossible to keep property valuation current.  You 
would have to have very sophisticated computer equipment and programming to 
do it, and we don't have the money to finance such an expenditure.” 
 
[Therefore we are forced to have assessors go out and review the property in the 
area.  They can only reassess about one — quarter of the property in the area 
each year.  It takes four years to complete a cycle.] 
 
“There will always be some inequity, but while one-quarter of the property owners 
will pay slightly more than their fair share this year, they will be paying less than 
their fair share in another two years probably.” 
 
COUNTY COMMISSIONER GEORGE SIMPSON: 
“I think the property tax situation is real mess. I don't know why Mayor Sloe is 
defending the system.  The property assessors work for the county. It's 
supposedly our responsibility to conduct the reassessments, and I think the 
system stinks.” 
[The state must become more involved.] “Your figures are pretty accurate, I 
think.” [They reflect the real value of property in that area in the most accurate 
way possible — with actual selling prices.]  “You can also spot certain trends.  
Expensive property appears under-assessed.  Less expensive property is 
relatively over-assessed.  Your study suggests to me some ways we can improve 
our current program, but the state could sure help if they would provide some 
computer assistance.” 
 
STATE TAX COMMISSIONER WILLARD WOODRUFF:  
“The counties have jurisdiction over that.  The state doesn't receive any property 
tax revenue.  Why should we get involved?  We have a hard enough time 
handling sales and income taxes.”  [Maybe the county and city officials would like 
to handle that for us? They could have their law enforcement officials make sure 
sales taxes are being collected.  They could check income tax returns against 
provable deductions.  Maybe they have a good idea.]  “Why don't you go back 
and suggest it?  We will see how far you will get.” 
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CHAPTER 3 

News Reporting 
Reporting is the essence of what journalism is all about.  You must have 

something worth saying or there is no point to it.  As journalists we are pursuers 
of truth — social truth, political truth, economic truth, scientific truth.... 

 
According to the nature and ethical standards of the profession, a 

journalist seems condemned to be “always pursing, but never coming to the 
knowledge of truth.”  But in reality, a journalist is blessed with the opportunity to 
go anywhere, talk to anyone, look behind any door, ask any question and know 
more about what's going on than anyone else. 

For young journalists, reporting is the most intimidating part of journalism.  
Some student journalists withdraw from the profession before they really have 
had the opportunity to experience the thrill and challenge of reporting.  
Journalistic discovery is a “high” with few equals, even more exhilarating when it 
comes at the end of an intense investigation. 
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The Eight I's of Information Gathering 
Consider these “Eight I's of information gathering.”  

1. Innovating 
2. Inquiring 
3. Interviewing 
4. Involving 
5. Investigating 
6. Insisting 
7. Ingesting 
8. Interpreting 

If you can successfully follow this eight-step process, you have become a 
reporter. Let’s review each of these. 

 
INNOVATING 

You need an idea before you can start.  You can borrow it.  You can steal 
it.  You can beg for it.  Or you can create it. Most journalists do a little of each. 

Keep an idea file. Write down any ideas that may occur to you but which 
you have no time to pursue at that moment. These ideas may be totally original 
but usually not. 

Clip stories from other newspapers and magazines. If you can see some 
way in which you could do the story from a different perspective, attach your 
thoughts to the story and file it away.  

National publications often provide good ideas for local publications.  
Publications from other communities often provide good ideas that are applicable 
locally. Competing media open doors and frequently fail to pursue all the 
questions. 

Also keep clips of good stories you and your colleagues have already 
written.  If a story makes good copy now, it will also generate a good story in 
another year or two. Again, write down ideas you have as to how you might 
approach the topic differently later. 

Review your idea file frequently to see if the time has come to pursue one 
of those topics. 

Another file to keep and frequently review is your “beggar's list.”  Your 
beggar's list or contact list should have the names, phone numbers and email 
addresses of people who have helped you with a story in the past. If they were 
good sources once, they could be again.   
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It takes only a few minutes to renew such a valuable acquaintance and to 

ask, “Do you know of any good story ideas? You were so much help to me on 
that last story, it just occurred to me that you might have a good story we could 
work on again. Anything going on that is particularly pleasing or upsetting to you. 
Or perhaps there's something that you've been wondering about but haven't had 
time to investigate?”   

If you poke and prod enough, you could get a good idea out of just about 
anybody.  But your contact list should contain some of your best prospects. 

 
INQUIRING 

Use of the contact list overlaps into this next step -- inquiring. You have to 
ask a lot of questions of a lot of people. If you develop enough contacts and ask 
enough questions, you're gradually going to develop a fairly comprehensive 
information network. People will begin coming to you. 

Over the years I have interviewed a lot of top journalists about how they 
do their job. For example, the late Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter 
and columnist Jack Anderson built a very successful career based upon 
exhaustive inquiry. He developed a network of government professionals who 
would feed him information on just about any subject.  As he used to brag, “I 
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intercept the news before it goes to the president.” 
Anderson believed his network was the most reliable information source 

available to the media. He said: 
Most of the correspondents in Washington get their news 

from the newsmakers, and that may seem like a logical place to 
get the news.  But in Washington and in most places, 
newsmakers are politicians. And politicians are not reliable news 
sources. They have politics to play; they have elections to win. 
They have policies they either favor or oppose. They therefore 
misrepresent just about everything they say.  

Yet most of the correspondents in Washington glorify the 
“authorized spokesman.” They have a good segment of the 
populace thinking that only the authorized spokesmen can be 
trusted. But the “authorized spokesmen” should be the least 
trusted of all sources. 

The authorized White House spokesman is never going to 
tell you anything the president doesn't want you to know. The 
authorized Defense Department spokesman will only tell you 
what the Defense Department wants you to know. 

None of these organizations is going to put out anything 
that is embarrassing.  I've never known a government agency 
ever to put out a press release spelling out its mistakes, its 
miscalculations, its waste, its inefficiency, its corruption, its 
wrongdoing. 

I therefore use mainly unauthorized sources.  They remain 
unauthorized and confidential because if exposed, they would 
disappear as sources. We move in at the professional level.  The 
professionals get advanced according to their competency.  They 
have gotten where they are because they are good…. 

So I have spent 35 years moving in at the professional 
level. I intercept the news before it goes to the president. If I 
know what the professionals tell the president, I can better 
evaluate what he tells us. It seems to me to be good, journalism 
has to get the news before it goes through that distorting prism — 
before it goes through the politicians. 
The late Jack Newfield, an award-winning investigative reporter and editor 

with the Village Voice and other New York City media, and many other journalists 
have used the Anderson technique on the local level. 

“I've never gotten a story from a famous politician,” said Newfield. “My 
sources usually tend to be honorably motivated people in the middle of the 
bureaucracy — people who see something wrong and want to do something 
about it. It's cops and court officers who give me information about judges. It’s 
deputy commissioners that give me information.  It's almost never the mayor.” 



Crash Course in Journalism  Page 87 

 
Joe Conason, a reporter who worked with Newfield at the Voice, 

emphasized that a reporter must make a lot of contacts before he can start 
expecting “the breaks.” He said: 

Once you start asking around, you're likely to find 
somebody who's honest and is disturbed about the things his or 
her superiors are doing.  Once you find one of these people, you 
will not be able to escape. 

My phone number has unfortunately gotten out to a few of 
these honest civil servants, and, while I admire them greatly, they 
call up all the time. You begin to feel bad because you can't put 
everything in the paper that they give you. 

A key to investigative reporting is luck, but the luck comes 
because you make it. You get out in the field and let people know 
you're interested. 
Joe Treaster, a top investigative reporter for over 30 years with the New 

York Times (now a professor of journalism at the University of Miami), said many 
individual stories require exhaustive inquiry. He told me: 

You have to ask yourself what you need to know.  Who's 
likely to criticize something.  Who's likely to speak in defense of 
it?  Who are the people who may have nothing to do with it but 
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may know something about it? 
You move all the way around it.  On the more sensitive 

investigative stories we find ourselves circling from a great 
distance.  We don't know quite where we're going. 

You have to start looking under rocks.  Investigative 
reporting involves using standard journalism techniques over a 
longer period of time to raise more issues and to interview more 
people. 

We spend more time exhaustively asking questions and 
hope to be able to write a story telling a reader really what's 
happening. Knowing whether you're right or wrong — I always 
reach that point by interviewing a lot of people. 
 

INTERVIEWING 
Once you have discovered your best available sources, you move in for 

the interview.  This is the most critical part of most assignments, because most 
stories are based primarily on what comes out of the interviews. 

“The heart of the whole issue of journalism comes down to interviewing 
and how to do it,” said Treaster. Even tough interviews can be carried out in a 
friendly manner, he said, and explained: 

There seems to be at least two schools of thought in 
interviewing. One is the tough guy, intimidator school where 
these fellows manage to browbeat sources into telling them 
something. 

I never try that.  That's not the way I do things. I only 
shouted at a source once, and I didn't get a story out of him. My 
approach is to go into an interview situation as a very 
sympathetic listener. I walk in and try to loosen him up and 
myself. I try to show him that I'm not going for his jugular. I try to 
be as friendly as I can without compromising my own position. I 
try to create a nice, unthreatening atmosphere so he can talk. 

We start with real easy questions. I usually have a list of 
questions because I tend to become engrossed in the answers 
and drift off, but I have my list so I can always go back. 

If I know the guy is lying to me, I just make a note of it 
and come back later.  Then, I say, “You know, I heard that a little 
differently.  I don't know if it's right or wrong, but....” I give him a 
chance to back out of it. A lot of times you can kind of peel the 
layers of falsehood back. Gradually, by the time you leave, you 
have a story. 
Charles M. Young used to be an associate editor and writer with Rolling 
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Stone magazine, specializing in the in-depth interview -- frequently blind 
interviews of famous people, interviews in which he was unsure of what he would 
discover that would be newsworthy. In a speech at a conference I organized at 
the State University of New York College at Buffalo, Young reviewed the 19 
principles of his “H&R Block approach” to interviewing. While some were mostly 
given in jest, many of his principles are worth remembering. He said: 
11 Psychologists and criminals know that in order to con someone, you must 

make them trust you or, better yet, feel superior to you. An interview is 
basically an honest con. Both sides know the interviewer is not there to be 
friends. He's there to get information. But the fastest way to get information is 
to establish an artificial, short-term friendship. 

12 Interviewing is often like baseball. In the early innings you want to be a 
pitcher like Tommy John and throw a lot of junk — change-ups, slow curves, 
maybe a spitball when you need a fast out. Then when you go into the last 
inning ahead by one run, you bring in Goose Gossage and throw 100-mile-
per-hour fastballs at the subject's head. 

13 Interviewing is sometimes not like baseball.  Occasionally I start off 
interviews by throwing a 100-mile-per-hour fastball at his head. The subject 
can be knocked off balance, but is so grateful when you start throwing junk 
that you get even better stuff later. 

14 Interviewing is not a press conference at which a reporter can afford to ask 
antagonistic questions.  Nine times out of 10 you get much better stuff by 
creating a sympathetic bond between you and the subject. This is particularly 
true when you are interviewing fanatics who are trying to convert you. 

15 Be ruthless in your use of the “anthropological norm of mutual reciprocity.” 
One of the unconscious rules of conversation is that if you volunteer 
something about your life, the other person has to volunteer something about 
his life. What you want to do is make kind of an unconscious deal with the 
person.  “Hey, let me tell you the ridiculous story about how I lost my 
virginity.” And he'll feel obligated to tell you the ridiculous story about how he 
lost his. However, when the time comes to write the story, your ridiculous 
story is not in the article — but his is. 

16 Learn to shut up. Another unconscious rule of conversation is that lulls make 
people nervous. The subject will often blurt out anything that comes into his 
mind. 

17 Be spontaneous. You have to follow a story where it goes. You can't do that 
if you have a bunch of cumbersome preconceptions of what the interview 
ought to be.  You should do your research, but the whole idea is to have a 
conversation. 

18 Be yourself.  The one thing you bring into an interview is you. The chemistry 
that arises between your personality and the subject's personality is the one 
thing you can get that no other journalist can get. 

19 Interviewing requires a certain amount of courage.  Most editors and writers 
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go into a story with preconceptions and feel threatened if they discover 
something that hasn't been written about 400 times before. Readers are 
threatened by stories that destroy their preconceptions, too. And you can't go 
through an interview and think you have to remain friends with the person 
after the interview. If you tell the truth as you see it — and that is your sacred 
duty –- many times you have to incur the wrath of the reader, the subject and 
the editor alike. But truth is the only thing that matters in this profession. You 
have to write without fear of the consequences. 

 
 

INVOLVING 
More and more journalists are involving themselves in there stories 

directly, becoming participants or observers.  They are immersing themselves 
into their stories and helping their readers feel a part of the story, too. 

One of Charles Young's other rules was to “move in” with your subject. 
I've done live-ins both in Harlem and Beverly Hills. With 

the rich and famous and with the poor and anonymous. The 
basic idea is the same anywhere. You need to spend time with 
an individual. Spend 24 hours a day with your subject and be 
alert at all times. You never know when an incident will occur that 
will solve the subject's personality. 
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I did a live-in in Harlem and spent all the time I could in a 

junior high school there. I latched on to a couple of kids. I lived in 
their apartments and went to school with them. It was a 
completely different culture for me. I grew up white and middle 
class. These kids were selling heroin for their movie money. 

Psychologically this technique is similar to method acting 
where the actor is supposed to become the person he is playing. 
A journalist asks a person to take off his psychological clothes so 
the journalist can recreate him on paper. 
The “new journalists” or “saturation reporters” have taken this principle to 

the extreme and have produced full-length book manuscripts out of what in some 
cases began as a very short news article. Tom Wolfe wrote of his techniques: 

You are not after just facts. The basic units of reporting 
are no longer who-what-where-how and why but whole scenes 
and stretches of dialog. The New Journalism involves a depth of 
reporting and an attention to the most minute facts and details 
that most newspapermen, even the most experienced, have 
never dreamed of. To pull it off you casually have to stay with the 
people you are writing about for long stretches. You may have to 
stay with them days, weeks even months -- long enough so that 
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you are actually there when revealing scenes take place in their 
lives. You have to constantly be on the alert for chance remarks, 
odd details, quirks, curios, anything that may serve to bring a 
scene alive when you're writing. There is no formula for it. It 
never gets easier just because you've done it before. 

 
Truman Capote used this technique to exhaustively research his book, “In 

Cold Blood.” He recreated the circumstances surrounding a gruesome murder by 
extracting every detail available from the minds of the friends, neighbors, and 
relatives of the victims, official investigators, and the murderers.  

However, the technique is not reserved for book authors or magazine 
writers. Newfield of the Village Voice urged newspaper reporters to use this 
technique, too. “Use as much narrative writing as possible. Use characters, 
scenes, dialog. That makes it more accessible to the readers,” he said. “Read a 
lot of first-rate novelists to learn their techniques.” 

 
INVESTIGATING 

While the previous techniques are required in order to be an investigative 
reporter, in its fullest sense investigating aims at gaining as much “hard 
evidence” as possible. 

Some investigative journalists have chosen to actually infiltrate or to go 
undercover. Others depend largely on interviewing sources. But more and more 
journalists are pursuing “hard evidence” in the form of documents.  

Said Newfield, “The single most important tool of an investigative reporter 
are documents. Documents allow you to work in detail. Documents allow you to 
find facts the governments and bureaucracies don't want you to know. Just about 
every original or important story I've done has come from documents that were 
public records that other reporters were either too lazy to look up or didn't know 
where to find.” 

Newfield used government HE-2 reports and court transcripts to help him 
with a 20-part series on corruption and abuse of nursing home operators. The 
series led to the imprisonment of two nursing home operators and the creation of 
the Office of Special Prosecutor for Medicaid Fraud. He used public documents 
to break up a fight-fixing racket. And he used public documents to write annual 
series on “The 10 Worst Judges” and “The 10 Worst Landlords” in New York 
City.  

“The key lesson is to read. You have to read every piece of paper. You 
have to spend 2-3 hours a day just reading documents, reading transcripts,” 
Newfield said. 
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The Village Voice editor exposed a corrupt union president by legally 

“stealing” and sorting through union garbage. He found minutes of executive 
meetings, phone messages, and credit card bills, which helped prove that the 
union boss had been spending thousands of dollars of union money entertaining 
his girlfriend all over the country and around the world. 

Newfield acknowledges that neither he nor most investigative reporters 
are expert enough to know exactly what documents they will need for a given 
investigation.  

“The key to being a good investigative reporter,” he said, “is knowing how 
to find an expert, knowing who to ask. That takes a lot of work.” 
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INSISTING  

All journalists encounter roadblocks in their investigations. They must 
insist on answers to their questions. They must insist on access to public 
meetings and public records. They must take full advantage of opportunities. 
They must pursue.  

As Jack Newfield taught, reporters may need to spend many hours 
scouring through public records to gain hard evidence. In procuring documents, 
the journalist must expect to be put off, denied, and very possibly forced to make 
legal appeal. To fail to follow through makes it all the more difficult the next time.  

In interviews, the journalist must be sure to pursue all the questions. He 
must penetrate beneath the obvious, the superficial. Few stories could not be 
dramatically improved with more probing questions of more people. And the two 
key questions most frequently overlooked are “How?” and” Why?” Think about 
these few question variations and where they could take you in an interview: 

 Detail by detail, moment by moment, how did this happen? What 
did you say? Recreate the scene for me. 

 How will this affect consumers — taxpayers, businesses, 
employees, the economy, the society, the government, the future? 
What are the ramifications and consequences? 

 How can we illustrate the problem? Give an example or two.  
 How would you argue the case for this? How would you argue the 
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case against it? Weigh the pros and cons.  
 How did you reach your conclusion? What evidence do you have? 

How would you persuade a skeptic? 
 How do you feel about this? How would YOU feel if you were in 

that situation? 
 If you're critical of the other plan, how would you solve this 

situation? 
 Why did this happen? What led up to it? Who's really to blame? 
 Why did you say that? Why did you do that? Why are you so upset 

... vengeful ... pessimistic ... optimistic ... disappointed ... happy?  
 Why do you think they are doing that? 
 Why doesn't anyone do anything? Why didn't you do something? 

Why aren't you doing more now? 
 Why are you telling me these things? What is your motivation? 

 
Most stories fail to go much beyond the first 4 W's: who, what, when and 

where. A good reporter must PROBE. This is in-depth reporting, investigative 
reporting, just plain proper reporting. 

 
A few more tips on “insisting” and pursuing: 

1. To gain cooperation, it is helpful to give the impression that you have other 
ways of obtaining the information -- particularly from the other side -- but that 
it's to your source's benefit that he answer your questions. Top reporters learn 
to be expert manipulators. It does not necessarily require outright deceit or 
falsehood, but it does require the reporter to recognize and subtly utilize the 
power of the press.  

2. Background key people and issues ahead of time. Request copies of reports, 
budgets, etc., which are discussed. Don't hesitate to talk to council members, 
board members or other key participants before and after public meetings. 
You need to get more information than is conveniently presented in an open 
meeting. There is always more to know in order to gain a full understanding, 
and people are always more open in one-on-one interviews than in public 
meetings. 

3. Understand the difference between keeping a source “confidential,” 
“anonymous” or “unnamed” and “going off the record” or “background only.” 
To keep a source “confidential” or “unnamed,” you still get to use the 
information in your story, and you will want to describe your source in order to 
achieve some level of credibility, but you leave out the name and keep the 
description vague enough to keep the source from suffering some kind of 
harm he would otherwise suffer. To go “off the record” or “background only” 
means you cannot use the information at all. Make sure the terms of your 
agreement with the source are clear before proceeding. You should make 
sure the source understands that agreeing to keep him “unnamed” does not 
prevent you from putting the information in your story and sharing his name 
with your editor. And agreeing to go “off the record” or “background only” 
does not prevent you from seeking other sources who would confirm the 
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information and allow you to use it in your story. Be very hesitant to agree to 
anything more than this. 

 Going on and off record can be very confusing. If you do finally 
agree to do so, then when the interview is concluded, go back and 
review what must be off the record and try again to talk the source 
into making a comment for the record. 

 Once you agree to keep someone unnamed or some information 
off the record, honor your commitment. If you double-cross people, 
the word will get out, and your sources will dry up. 

 Be nice, amiable, but firmly committed to your purpose as a fair 
reporter. Don't allow people to manipulate you into spreading their 
propaganda. 

 And don't stop pursuing information until you have all the facts you 
want or until your source flatly refuses to answer your questions. 
His refusal is frequently bigger news than his response would have 
been. If someone refuses to provide reasonable cooperation and 
appears to be hiding something, if he withholds public documents 
or refuses to answer reasonable questions, let him know that the 
story will eventually be done, but will include have to include how 
some source attempted to block the investigation or refused to 
cooperate. Ask him nicely if he doesn't think he ought to 
reconsider. 

 
Newfield said journalists need to learn to pursue beyond a single story or 

a short series, too.  
“If your intent is to change a policy or an institution, you have to do 10 or 

12 or 15 articles. Any politician, any bureaucrat, and certainly any institution can 
survive one or two embarrassing articles,” he said. “It is only repeated follow-up 
that can create a constituency for change. And it is through doing repeated 
follow-ups that you learn enough about the subject to become credible to more 
and more sources. It's only after spending three or four months on a subject that 
you become enough of an expert that the real insiders will trust you enough to 
talk to you,” Newfield said.  

 
 

INGESTING 
Once you have gathered the information for your story, you have to ingest 

it, analyze it, organize it.  You have to look for gaps in your information. You have 
to make final preparations for your presentation. 

In complex multi-source or multi-topic stories, it becomes quite difficult to 
keep all the facts straight and to bring them together in some organization 
resembling an inverted pyramid.  
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The easiest way is to go through your notes first to mark each note with a 

topic code (A,B,C...).  In other words, Topic A of a city council meeting might be 
about the budget shortfall. Topic B might be the need to hire new police officers. 
And Topic C might be the need to repair the sewer plant. 

Then go back through all the notes marked for each particular topic and 
give them a priority code (1,2,3...) within the topic. In other words, when you are 
done, any usable information in your notes should be marked with a code such 
as A1, A2, A3, B1, B2, B3, C1, C2 or C3. 

Then you decide which topic is your most important -- A, B or C – and 
prepare to write your lead. But STOP! 

First you should take one more look to make sure, now that your notes 
are organized, whether you have failed to find an answer for any important 
questions. Are there holes in your story? 

If you have a question you need to answer, or even if you don't, it's 
frequently advantageous to call one or more of your key sources one more time. 
They may have had some new thoughts since your last conversation.  

If your story is based on a public meeting or press conference, you have a 
clear edge in obtaining a better story if you ask some questions when other 
reporters are absent. Sources will also tend to open up more with an individual 
reporter than in a crowd. Regardless of the competition, the more questions you 
ask, the more information you obtain, which leads naturally to more complete 
reporting. And all stories have weak spots that can use strengthening. 
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INTERPRETING  
Finally comes the time to interpret for the world the information you have 

gathered. We are supposed to be fair and objective, but we seldom are. 
Journalists decide which stories to write, who to interview, which notes to 

write down, which notes to use in the story, how to prioritize their notes, what to 
put in the lead, what to put at the end of the story, how to headline the story, 
where to place the story in the publication, and how to follow up on the story. 
Then they say they're objective. 

Journalists are not objective, nor can they be. But they can try. More 
importantly, they can try to be fair. But, ultimately, journalists have opinions that 
will shade their writing. One caution, especially to the young and idealistic: 
Consider the possibility that you might be wrong.  

Truth is the journalist's ultimate goal, but no one is always right. And if you 
are wrong, you can destroy an individual's life with a single slash of the pen. 

Nevertheless, Treaster argued that journalists owe it to themselves and to 
their readers to reach some conclusion in their search for truth. 

“Just stacking up a lot of facts is like baby talk,” said the New York Times 
reporter. “We better be trying to find the truth or we might as well pack up and go 
home. You have to give both sides and let everyone speak. But we shouldn't stop 
until we know the truth. You are perfectly capable, justified, permitted and 
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indicted to demolish the arguments of people you are quoting if you've got the 
goods on them. Politicians are very good at taking advantage of reporters who 
won't do that.” 

So … do your reporting right. Do it thoroughly. Don’t let your sources 
manipulate you, but don’t you manipulate your readers. Insist on reporting fair, 
accurate, complete information. 
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Chapter 3 Assignments 
 Too many journalism schools expect their students to jump right from in-
class news writing to actual news reporting. The schools fail to provide their 
students with supervised, in-class reporting opportunities to help in the transition. 
This may be at least part of the reason why 40-60 percent of all professional 
news stories contain fundamental errors. It is not easy to take accurate notes and 
then write a story that is interesting to the readers and true to the interview. 

1. Your first reporting assignments, therefore, will be to listen to a series of 
recorded interviews or speeches. In each case you will take notes and will 
pretend that the recording is of an actual interview between you and the 
subject. You will then write the story from your notes. Your instructor 
should become familiar enough with the recordings to determine if the 
quotes and other information you use in your story are accurate. 
 
Pretend in each case that you are writing the story for your university or 
local newspaper to be published and distributed tomorrow morning. The 
person you have interviewed is going to present a workshop at the Fifth 
Annual Mass Communications Conference tomorrow afternoon or 
evening. Your “pre-interview” will help attract people to the conference. 
You can make up a few other details about the conference, but 
concentrate on the interview. (This, by the way, is a good technique for 
any prospective PR practitioners. To arrange such pre-interviews can 
greatly enhance attendance at any events you are responsible for 
promoting.)  
 
Besides being a good opportunity for you to practice your note-taking, 
organization and writing skills, you should enjoy the recordings and gain 
important insights from these award-winning professionals. You will be 
interviewing the following media professionals: 

 Bill Marimow, winner of two Pulitzer Prizes and now vice president 
and editor of the Philadelphia Inquirer. 

 Peter Seeth, 2007 winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Breaking News, 
then with the Portland Oregonian. 

 Scott Armstrong, former senior investigator of the Senate 
Watergate Committee, later a Washington Post reporter and co-
author of “The Brethren” about the inner workings of the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

 Rick Atkinson, former Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter for the 
Kansas City Times. 

 Jack Newfield, former senior editor of the Village Voice and author 
of The Abuse of Power. 

 Joe Conason, former reporter for the Village Voice. 
 Joseph Treaster, former reporter for the New York Times. 
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 William Mungo, former executive editor of the Binghamton (NY) 
Newspapers. 

 Tom Wilkinson, former assistant managing editor of the 
Washington Post. 

 Jack Anderson, the late Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative 
reporter and columnist. 

 Les Whitten, Jack Anderson's former senior associate and author 
of 10 books. 

 Dale Van Atta, another former senior associate to Jack Anderson. 
 

2. Now you will try your hand at some “real” stories. If you do not have a 
university newspaper or other outlet for your writing, you should submit your 
stories to http://Virtual-News.us, an associated web site to Virtual-
University.us. Your motivation and your audience is important in news 
reporting and writing. Writing is a social function. In your mind you are writing 
to someone – your teacher, your editor, some real person in your potential 
audience, or some imagined audience. But research consistently supports the 
idea that when we write, we think about how some person will respond to our 
writing. I prefer that the audience in your head be “real,” not just a professor 
grading your work, but the kind of audience you will address as a professional 
journalist. Thus, we have set up the Virtual-News web site to post your stories 
if you do not have another outlet. We will automate the system later or 
provide you with the training and passwords you need to upload your own 
stories, but for now send your stories to ken@virtual-news.us. 
Following are a number of ideas for several different types of stories.  Your 
instructor may assign you a specific one, or he may give you a choice.  This 
author's purpose is simply to help spark students' imagination.  I have been 
appalled at how many times I have heard students say they can't think of 
anything to write about. If this idea list can't stimulate some internal 
brainstorming and help you come up with some original ideas, there is no 
hope. Change your major. Find a job that requires no creativity or 
imagination whatsoever. 

• Write several man-on-the-street articles, as instructed, interviewing at 
least six random citizens about a particular topic. 

• Write several forum articles, as instructed, interviewing at least four 
random public officials about a particular issue.. 

• Write several in-depth interview articles, as instructed. 

• Write several meeting stories, as instructed. 

• Write several multi-source, in-depth articles, as instructed. 
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• Write an in-depth interview story emphasizing the “how” element. 
Consider a “live-in situation or do some saturation reporting on an 
accident or crime.  Begin the story with a good narrative “how” lead. 

• Write a multi-source, in-depth article emphasizing the “why” element.  
Choose an issue that has a lot of “why” questions involved with it and 
explore the topic thoroughly. Begin the story with a good 'why” lead. 

• Now write “a perfect news article.” Write the article, then write an 
accompanying critique detailing why you think it's perfect. Consider impact 
of the lead, use of quotations and internal summary, transitions, news 
gathering required, type of story development used, the newsworthiness 
of the content, and the quality of editing performed. 

 

Story Ideas to Brainstorm 
 There are lots of story ideas all around us. Following are a hundred or so. 
You do not need to do any of these specifically. But as you read these ideas, do 
some internal brainstorming. Write down ideas that you would like to do – off this 
list or out of your own head. 
 
Man-on-the-Street or Forum Interviews 
 One simple kind of news story is to discuss a single question with 
numerous individuals.  If those interviewed are community leaders or “experts” 
on the subject, then we would term it a “forum” story.  If the individuals 
interviewed are members of the general public, chosen somewhat randomly, we 
would refer to it as a man-on-the-street story. 
 These are simple stories to write since you essentially allow those you 
interview to do the talking. You would use very little summary, except in the lead 
of the story. 
 In some formats the summary introduction is followed with a simple 
sequence of pictures, identification and quotes of those interviewed. The 
journalist edits the interviews, but little else. In other formats the journalist 
interweaves internal summary and quotes and may jump back and forth between 
sources. Here are some questions that may be apropos: 

• Considering recent efforts by Iran and North Korea to go nuclear, do 
you think it is possible today for there to be effective nuclear arms 
control and regulation worldwide? 

• What do you think about astrology? 

• Do you think the general public should be allowed to use fireworks on 
the Fourth of July? 

• What is the best thing about living in this area? 
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• What is the worst thing about living in this area. 

• Should the government encourage pregnant teen-agers to give birth to 
their unplanned and unwanted babies and to adopt them out to 
couples who cannot have their own children? 

• Is gun control worthwhile or does it simply disarm the public while the 
criminals continue to have illegal access? 

• Is nuclear power worth it?  Should we risk a lower standard of living by 
requiring solar energy use in new construction? 

• How much television do you watch?  What do you get out of it? 
• Do you think the United States is acting in its own best interests in 

worldwide free trade?  Or should we have more trade restrictions and 
tariffs? 

• Do you think the American press is too crisis-oriented?  Does the press 
dig up too much dirt? 

• Do you think there will ever be a Third World War?  How do you think it 
would begin? 

• How would you rate the job the president has done while in office? 
• Who is your most admired president in history?  Your most despised 

president? Why? 
• Movie reviews when a movie lets out.  Let the viewers critique the 

movie. 
• Should there be religion in public schools?  How about time for 

personal prayers? 
• What are your religious beliefs relating to sex?  Pre-marital sex?  

Extra-marital sex?  Homosexuality?  Abortion? 

• Has health care become too much of a commodity?  Should it be 
socialized, government-controlled, nationally insures, opened to 
greater competition or simply left alone? 

• Do you have faith in society’s administrators, such as politicians, 
bureaucrats, businessmen and union leaders?  Would you say they 
are lazy, corrupt, self-serving, or pretty good in general? 

• Who are more dishonest — politicians or businessmen?  Who are 
more dishonest — businessmen or union leaders?  Explain, please. 

• Should government spending be greatly reduced? 
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• Should more authority, service programs and tax revenue be taken 
from the federal government and given bacl to the state and local 
governments? 

• Should a woman be able to charge her husband with rape? 
• Should juveniles be treated as adults in court? 
• Are judges too lenient on convicted criminals? 
• Walk down a street at night and talk to the kids you meet.  What are 

they doing?  What are their hopes?  Do they like living in this area?  Do 
they do drugs?  Have they ever been arrested?  How old are they? 

• What is your opinion of the quality of local schools and education in 
general. 

• How much cheating is there in local schools? 

• Should parents of school-age children be able to transfer their financial 
support to a private school if they choose to send their children to a 
private school?  In other words, should they receive some kind of tax 
deduction or tax credit if their children are not going to the tax-
supported public schools? 

• Should government be the employer of last resort, guaranteeing a job 
to all who wish to work? 

• Are we along?  Should funding for space exploration be increased? 
• Many experts say we have entered a “Second Nuclear Era” when we 

are more likely to have a nuclear bomb set off by terrors than delivered 
by a missile. What are your views, fears, feelings about this prospect? 

• What one thing makes you most angry about local government?  Local 
schools?  State government? Federal government? 

 
Individual Interview Stories 

Another fairly simple news story is to find one interesting individual to 
interview in depth.  You may also use other resources — library, relatives, 
friends, co-workers and neighbors — to find out more about the individual. 

The difficulty in writing this kind of story is to cut it down to any 
appropriate size and to organize it so that it flows smoothly out of its most 
powerful whammy.  Most beginning journalists tend to be too wordy and 
disorganized with in-depth interviews, especially if they try to make the story into 
a personality feature. 

Beginners have the misimpression that personality features are easier to 
write, but, in reality, most in-depth interviews turn out better if a news peg can be 
found and more of a single-source news story can be developed.  Don’t be a 



Crash Course in Journalism  Page 105 

promoter or a PR writer.  Be a journalist and look for the news angle. 
Chuck Young, former associate editor to Rolling Stone magazine, 

suggested that the best way to do a story such as those suggested below is to 
literally move in with the subject.  The story could be “a day in the life of…,” or 
the move-in could simply provide the reporter with the opportunity to delve into 
the personality of the subject and to cut through the facade that most subjects 
put up. 

This author had great success simply inviting people out to lunch — 
chatting informally over the meal.  He made arrangements at a nice restaurant to 
have the meal away from the regular noontime crowd.  He recorded the entire 
conversation, discovering that the portion taking place during the meal was 
frequently the best.  Many political scoops were achieved, and the luncheon 
guests became better sources after socializing with the author. 

Here are some story possibilities: 
 
• Profile of a city or county official:  How did they get there?  Where are they 

going?  What do they want to achieve?  What makes them “the maddest” 
about what’s going on in local government?  With what programs are they the 
most pleased? 

• Interview a local policeman: Can you leave your job problems at work?  Have 
you ever shot someone; how did (or would) you feel?  What other interesting 
job experiences have you had? 

• Interview an arson, robbery, rape or other crime victim:  How do they feel 
toward the criminal and toward life in general? 

• Interview a local store owner:  What is it like to compete against the big chain 
stores? 

• Interview the mayor or a city council member about his views on community 
progress since he’s taken office, plus prospects for the future. 

• Interview a cancer specialist on new treatments available to cancer victims.  
Then interview a patient and his family to give a human-interest angle to the 
trauma of the victim’s life.Go to a flea market and find a person with an 
unusual hobby who makes money from it.  Interview the person on retail 
sales, overhead costs, how he got started, and local demand. 

• Interview an ex-convict who is looking for a job.  Find a business through an 
employment agency who hired an ex-con and talk to him and his employer.  
Compare the success story with the man looking for a job in your story. 

• What is it like to be teacher in local (public, special or private) schools? 

• Find and interview a family planning to relocate to look for work.  (Check with 
realtors.) 
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• A day with the mayor. 

• Go through newspaper and Yellow Page ads and profile an unusual business 
located in this area. 

• Talk to the game warden about his job, the violators he catches each season, 
what happens to them, and how he feels about it. 

• Write a second-day obituary of a well-known citizen. 

• OTHER INTERESTING PEOPLE TO INTERVIEW MIGHT INCLUDE— 
--A successful high school coach 
--A hometown boy/girl who has “made it big” elsewhere 
--A leading neighborhood citizen 
--A paramedic 
--Successful high school athletes 
--A local fireman 
--A county executive 
--The leading actor or actress of a local play 
--A bunny stripper or topless dancer 
--A freight train brakeman or operator 
--A member or former member of organized crime 
--A teen-age drug pusher 
--A teen-age drug abuser 
--A circus clown 
--A doctor who works with terminally-ill patients 
--An undertaker 
--An emergency room doctor or nurse 
--A bail bondsman and/or his “bounty hunter” 
--A local private investigator 
--A public bus driver 
--A police officer who works with rape victims 
--A chimney sweep 
--A midwife and her patients 
--The city clerk 
--A high school principal 
--A doctor or some other worker at a psychiatric center 
--A deaf person about how he copes with life 
--Ambulance workers 
--Sanitation workers 
-- The oldest person in the area 
--A department store Santa Claus 
--An unwed mother 
--An underwater rescue squad 
--A hot air balloonist 
--An aerial photographer 
--A white water rafting expert 
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--Self-defense school personnel and students 
--Owner of an exotic pet shop 
(Many of these stories would make interesting live-in or “day in the life of” 
situations.) 

 
Reporting On Meetings, Hearings,  
Conventions & Speeches 

Events make good stories.  Reports of city council meetings, etc., are 
expected.  They are well read.  And they are necessary for the effective 
functioning of democracy. 

For journalists, such stories are also easy to calendar and require little 
creativity. 

But more work should be done on such stories than is typically the case, 
and there are opportunities for more stories than are usually written. 

For city council, there are the regular council meetings, committee 
meetings, and special hearings.  Each of these meetings brings up numerous 
issues, many of which could be pursued individually.  For the issue stories, the 
reporter talks not only with the council members, but also with experts — some 
who work for the city, others who work for other levels of government or for 
private enterprise.  Especially with the help of the experts, the issues can be 
examined in much greater depth. 

Individual interviews with council members, department heads, the mayor 
and other elected and unelected officials can also open up new issues not 
discussed in open meetings before.  A newspaper’s discussion of such an issue 
can suddenly move it onto the council agenda. 

A reporter will also encounter groups and individuals attending the various 
meetings and will find that they, too, offer valuable viewpoints and expertise. 

Here are some meetings on which you could report. 
 City council regular meetings, committee meetings  and hearings. 
 School board regular meetings, committee meetings and hearings. 
 County commission or legislature regular meeting, committee meetings 

and hearings. 
 Special state or federal hearings in your vicinity. 
 Political party regular meetings, committee meetings and conventions. 
 Meetings of the Chamber of Commerce and other business organizations. 
 Meetings of the PTA, committees and off-shoot groups also concerned 

with education. 
 Meetings of special government boards and committees, such as the 

zoning board (which helps determine whether businesses can be located 
in residential areas, etc.) 

 Meetings of non-profit service agencies, such as the United Way. 
 Meeting of taxpayer associations, anti-pornography groups, and other 

special-concern associations that affect government decisions. 
 Court litigation and hearings relating to criminal and civil cases. 
 Specially announced speeches and press conferences. 
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Multi-Source, In-Depth News Stories 

Multi-source in-depth news stories relate to a single issue, but require the 
reporter to talk to several sources for several different viewpoints.  While the 
issue is singular, the reporter is expected to question in depth. 

This is very different from a forum story.  In a forum story a journalist asks 
many experts one simple question.  In an in-depth story, the journalist asks many 
related questions until he fully covers an entire issue. 

A forum story might ask experts, “What do you think about the president’s 
proposal to increase military spending?” 

The in-depth story might start there, but it would then proceed to examine 
questions, such as: How does Russian military strength compare to that of the 
U.S.?  How might Russia or some other developed country foster terrorism and 
other anti-American activities to undermine U.S. status in the world? What are 
the prospects for controlling anti-American terrorist activities? What are the 
prospects for a major terrorist attack using a weapon of mass destruction, such 
as a nuclear bomb? Are there still enough traditional nuclear arms to destroy the 
world?  What negative effects are there from spending more money on the 
military? What positive effects may come from spending the money? What 
negative effects may there be if we don’t spend the money? Could the money be 
used in some better way? Is there enough waste in the military that we could 
such funding simply by economizing? 

When the interviews are over, the reporter should be an expert in that one 
narrow field, and he should pass his new knowledge on to his readers. 

Here are some ideas to brainstorm: 

 
Reporting on Politics, Government  
& International Affairs 

 Local taxes are still rising. Are taxpayer groups making moves to stop 
it? 

 Do constituents actually know how their representatives vote on issues? 
 How does the city handle residents who are unable to pay property 

taxes? 
 Voter apathy — why do only half of Americans vote in most elections?  

Sources: local statistics, local election officials, random citizens, political 
party leaders. 

 Will there be any Social Security left when the baby boomers' kids are 
65?  Interview Social Security administrators and members of congress. 

 A call for volunteerism.  Interview local non-profit organization officials. 
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 Workfare:  Has the government gone far enough in requiring welfare 
and possibly even unemployment recipients to work for their benefits?  
Interview public and party officials. 

 Is the seniority system in government and schools sheltering 
incompetent employees? 

 Does the city have a public housing authority?  Is it productive?  Are 
there conflicts of interest with public housing contractors and board 
members? 

 How do city, county, state and federal governments overlap, cooperate 
and interact? 

 Are the leash laws and animal protection laws really enforced?  If not, 
are there any negative effects? 

 How prominent are groups such as the Moral Majority and consumer 
organizations in this community? 

 Exactly what role do the City Council and special boards take in zoning 
and special zoning?  What conflicts of interest could or do exist? 

 How dependent is this city on one industry?  Has the city given the 
company many “gifts” or special considerations to entice it to stay?  
What would happen to the tax base if it left? 

 Are public services equal in quality and quantity throughout the area? 
 Are the disaster plans and in the area adequate and up-to-date? 
 Are property assessments equitable and up-to-date?  What problems 

occur when homes are assessed?  How often is it done? 
 Investigate a legislator's or congressman's public relations budget. 
 Will it ever be possible to balance the federal budget or has deficit 

spending been accepted as the way the budget must be managed? 
 Should the U.S. require universal service of young adults either in the 

military, Peace Corps or domestic service? 
 Who cheats on income taxes? 
 Do we really elect our best to government service? Why or why not? 

What personality types tend to run for public office? 
 Power monopolies in America: federal government, bureaucracy, 

unions, conglomerates... 
 Development, passage and effect of the city, county, school district and 

state budgets. 
 Who are our enemies? Views of the extreme left and right, as well as 

center. 
 Is big (as in government) better?  Should authority be given back to the 
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states? 
 Who controls local members of Congress: voters, special interests, elite 

or social relationships? 
 Children for profit: Aid to Dependent Children, foster child care 

programs, child labor (farms, family businesses, migrant labor, etc.). 
Any areas where it is still “profitable” to have or to care for children? 

 The City: progress or decay?  
 

Reporting on Business & Economic Affairs 
 Best and worst local communities to do business locally. Survey 

engineering consultants (anonymously), chain managers, other 
businesses having to deal with different community governments. 

 City's worst landlords, based on citations and anonymous surveys of 
housing inspectors. 

 A look at local unemployment figures, with interviews of welfare workers, 
economic forecasters and the unemployed. 

 What is the most worthwhile investment today?  What are the advantages 
of investing in property?  Is the stock market glorified gambling? 

 Starting one's own business.  Local cases, difficulties and successes. 
 Changing careers in midlife. 
 Check court records for local prominent people and companies that have 

filed for bankruptcy.  Get the story from the court and then try for an 
interview with the parties who filed. 

 Contact the Better Business Bureau for local companies that have been 
cited for bad business practices.  Check out the businesses yourself and 
write an expose. 

 Do a consumer check on grocery and/or department store prices, giving 
consumer tips on where to purchase the least expensive items, and 
exposing marketing and promotional gimmicks. 

 Inflation, recession and seeking a stable economy. 
 How successful business people achieved their success. 
 Barriers to fair international trade. 
 Problems of competing internationally with socialized or subsidized foreign 

industry. 
 How to play the stock market and win. 
 Corporations:  Are they treated too much like humans?  Should “street 

names” be allowed in corporate ownership, or should stockholders have 
the right to know who their partners are?  Should corporate size be limited, 
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and should corporations be allowed to own other corporations? 
 Should unions be permitted to “conspire to restrain trade” and break other 

Taft-Hartley regulations imposed on businesses? 
 How powerful are the super-rich? 
 How have families adjusted to inflation or recession, as the case may be 

currently? 
 Can we cure the energy crisis? 
 Do oil and auto corporations really stifle new inventions for the sake of 

greater profit, as some claim? 
 

Reporting on the Criminal-Justice System 
 Should the plea bargaining process be open to the public and/or the 

press — from beginning to end —including the explanations between 
attorneys and judges.  How does plea bargaining impact local courts 
and local police? 

 How effective is probation?  Does it work? 
 Is there a work release center in this area? If so, does it pose a danger 

to residents? Do participants commit crimes while in this halfway house 
facility? 

 Prostitution in the city:  Where is it centered?  What are the police doing 
to stop it?  What are the statistics on teen-age prostitution? How do 
police handle online soliciting? There have been blatant cases of 
soliciting on CraigsList. How about this area? 

 Drug trafficking locally:  Where do the local drugs come from, and what 
are police officials doing to stop the supply lines into the city? 

 Local arson:  Any negative trends? If so, why is it happening and what 
have police done about the problem? How do arson investigators go 
about their work locally? 

 A report on the annual cost of vandalism done to public and private 
buildings, how much of that cost is passed on to taxpayers and what 
police officials are doing to solve the problem. 

 Medicare fraud locally:  How much is there, what are authorities doing to 
solve the problem and discourage those involved? 

 Prescription fraud locally:  How much is there, what are the authorities 
doing about it and what dangers do pharmacists take when having a 
person with a forged prescription arrested? 

 How much flexibility do judges have in the sentencing of convicted 
criminals?  How do similar sentences for similar crimes compare? Any 
socio-ethnic trends? 
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 Is shoplifting a problem in this area?  What do merchants have to say 
about it? 

 Interview police officers who have killed someone in the line of duty -- 
circumstances, feelings then and now? 

 Update on what is happening to local people who have refused to 
register for the draft.  Contact selective service and local resisters. 

 Problems in police departments: quotas, budgets, staff size, extent of 
crime in area, etc.  Interviews with the police officers themselves. 

 Are courts overcrowded in this area?  Interviews with judges, court 
clerks, lawyers, etc. 

 Do “neighborhood watch” programs work when ordinary citizens act as 
the eyes and ears of the police?  How common are they? Any local 
success stories? 

 Are local parks safe? 
 Is redlining in this area a common practice?  How has it affected 

residents?  Talk to Legal Aid.  
 Do most crimes get solved?  Why/why not?  What is the success rate? 
 Do police patrol  rich or poor districts disproportionately? 
 Interview area activists, leaders, local judges, police, the mayor, county 

executives and legislators about the pros and cons of the death penalty. 
 Follow a murder from beginning to end, reporting on the crime, the 

suspect, the evidence, the arrest, the indictment, the trial and the 
sentencing.  Keep up-to-date reports from different angles, not only the 
criminal-justice proceeding, but also relating to the victim's friends and 
family, the suspect's friends and family, the police officers involved and 
the witnesses. 

 Respond to several suspicious mail order or email offers and report on 
the results.  Contact the local Better Business Bureau and law 
enforcement agencies about any consumer complaints and resulting 
investigations. 

 Find out from local government officials if anyone is suing the city now 
and has good case; also get other examples of suits against the city.  
Interview  those involved. 

 From the local police precincts, get anything newsworthy from the police 
blotter reports on crime and accidents in the neighborhood, and follow 
up, go in-depth, featurize a little.  

 From the city housing records and inspectors find out the “worst” 
neighborhoods and “the 10 worst landlords,” following up with 
appropriate interviews of landlords and tenants.  

 Drinking and driving — Is it a particular problem in this area? 
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 Child abuse — What are the statistics on the crime?   
 What problems exist with local gang crime? How widespread is it?  
 Juvenile delinquency — how bad is it? What happens to the kids when 

arrested, compared with adults? 
 How can hardened criminals be rehabilitated — or can they?  
 How can crime be reduced? 
 The dimensions and nature of white collar crime: question of equal 

justice under the law. 
 Organized crime: Its dimensions, nature and future locally and 

nationally. 
 Jury selection: How do lawyers pick jurors? Do jurors truly represent the 

local populace? 
 Family court judges: What are their feelings about their jobs, current and 

persistent family problems, etc.? 
 Go on patrol with the night police officers. 
 Criminals give tips on self-protection. 
 The pros and cons of legalizing prostitution. 
 Storeowners:  Should they be armed? 
 Criminals who have been freed on technicality —what do they do then? 
 Using court records , successful appeals, off-the-record discussions 

with lawyers and court clerks, identify “the worst judges in the city.” 
 

Reporting on Science & Medicine-- 
 “High-rise” fires: Are tall buildings safe locally, and what to do in case 

one catches fire. 
 The status of venereal diseases in the community. 
 Local UFO sightings? 
 Where does the area's water supply come from?  What do it go through 

before it is safe to drink? Is local water safe to drink? Talk to local 
officials, including those responsible for testing wells, etc. Also talk to 
water purification companies. Get their perspective and get local 
officials to respond. 

 Solar power in this area:  is it being utilized?  How efficient is it? 
 Local drug rehabilitation clinics — What success do they have?  How do 

they answer a crisis call? 
 Alternative medical care: osteopathy, midwifery, naturalism, etc. 
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 Cancer: what is it, why is it, and how it can be stopped. Latest trends, 
research, quackery, unanswered questions. 

 How to build a nuclear weapon — Find plans online or in the library. 
Could someone do it here? 

 Controversies in medicine: abortion (particularly partial birth abortions, 
third trimester abortions, possible killing of babies born alive in spite of 
abortion efforts), mercy killings, gene manipulation, stem cell options, 
unauthorized cancer treatment... 

 Is plastic surgery worth the risks? 
 Diets and their effect on body chemistry, etc. 
 Pollution: weighing health and economic impacts. 
 Global warming: How do local activists respond to challenges by the 

“skeptical environmentalists” 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Skeptical_Environmentalist, 
http://www.reason.com/news/show/28411.html, 
http://www.examiner.com/x-256-Seattle-Public-Policy-
Examiner~y2008m7d18-A-Skeptical-Environmentalist-Visits-Seattle, 
and http://www.lomborg.com/)? 

 

 
Reporting on Life & Society 

 Are local churches becoming more liberal or conservative in their 
views? What do church leaders think about the role of homosexuals in 
religion? How women in leadership positions? What do they think about 
premarital and extramarital sex? What do they think about the divinity of 
Christ – was he a fake, a prophet or the son of God? 

 How violent are schools today, compared to the past? 
 What options are open for working mothers: daycare for their children, 

Montessori schools, nursery schools, etc. How do working mothers feel 
about leaving their children in the care of others? If they didn't have to 
work to survive financially, would they still work or be stay-at-home 
moms? 

 Local Special Olympics: Interview parents of special children, 
participants with parents' permission, neighborhood training center 
counselors and staff. 

 Study school policies, examples, frequency and trends relating to 
student suspensions.  What discipline problems are there?  How much 
cheating? Drugs? Violence? 

 How effective are the vocational rehabilitation centers and programs for 
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differently abled persons in the local area? 
 A look at the area's crisis services that aid victims of rape and sexual 

abuse. 
 What are local attitudes on marriage vs. cohabitation? What is the 

impact of Hollywood on changing attitudes? 
 Considering criticism nationally of public education, are the local 

schools doing a good job? 
  What are local churches (any faith) doing for kids: recreation, trips, 

Bible school, etc. 
 Pros and cons of efforts by local school districts to maintain socio-ethnic 

diversity in schools (busing, etc.). 
 Are minority groups represented proportionately on the local public 

school faculty? Why/why not? Any problems? 
 Obtain SAT scores for area high schools and compare with national 

statistics. 
 Feature on the homosexual underground in this area.  Visit gay bars 

and interview people willing to talk.  Are there gay community leaders 
locally? 

 Analysis of sex education in local public schools.  Do parents really 
know what is taught? Do they approve? Do they care? 

 Are students today more honest or dishonest on exams? Is there more 
pressure placed on grade achievement? 

 What are the most common phobias?  Local case studies (without 
names if necessary)? 

 Feature story on one of the most common psychotic illnesses -- trends 
and how it is treated. 

 Is the press too powerful? Obtain opinions from lawyers, judges, 
reporters, police. 

 A story on the local Muslim society, their lifestyle and customs, 
problems since 9/11. 

 Unwed fathers: What rights do they have?  
 Feature on area charismatic religious groups — pentacostals. 
 What are the fastest-growing religions in the area and why are they 

growing so fast?  (Check the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints and the Jehovah Witnesses as two of the fastest growing 
nationally.) Which churches face the most rapidly declining membership 
or activity rates? Why? 

 Go to Planned Parenthood and try to get the statistics of the ages, 
marital status, etc., of the girls or women who use their services, as well 
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as any statistics and information relating to “recommendations” and 
services rendered. Discuss continuing trends of girls deciding to have 
babies while yet unmarried teenagers. 

 Try to arrange to interview the staff and some of the participants of the 
Alcoholics Anonymous program. 

 Alcoholism problems involving youths and adults: How are they being 
handles? What local programs exist?  

 Drug abuse — local case studies and review of programs. Is there an 
alternative “drug court” for those who commit crimes to feed their drug 
habit? If so, review that program. 

 Relationship between drug abuse and alcoholism  among teens. 
 Divorce rate for this area, compared with other areas in the state and 

nation, and discussion of problems and solution. 
 Care for the elderly: How is life in a nursing home? Costs? Services? 

Fraud? 
 Alternatives to public education. 
 What are the worst problems in today's education? 
 Public school mediocrity vs. private school elitism. 
 Societal pressures changing the unchangeable —God. 
 The economics of religion. 
 The personal, social and national effects of illicit drugs. 
 What determines success in people? 
 What determines happiness and unhappiness in individuals? Related 

man-on-the-street: (1) On a scale of 1-10, how happy a person are you? 
(2) On average, how many hours of television do you watch a day? 

 Escapism: alcohol, drugs, TV? 
 Life in the housing projects. 
 Choosing to be childless. 
 Teen-age sexual experience. 
 How the “experts” raise their own kids. 
 Loneliness among men and women: Do the sexes handle it differently? 
 New interests among nursing home residents. 
 Burnout in the helping professions. 
 The state lotteries:  Are instant riches a blessing or curse? 
 The psychological effect of being unemployed. 
 Causes of delinquency, vandalism, and youth run-away problems. 
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 What would be the effect today of a dramatic 1929-like collapse of the 
economy? 

 Psychology of a rapist. 
 Problems of dysfunctional families. 
 Halfway houses for battered women. Interview officials & victims. 
 Acquire a racial statistical breakdown on crime and compare to 

population statistics. Follow up on expected disproportions with 
questions like: Is the difference one of economics, culture or prejudice in 
the criminal-justice system? 

 Likewise, acquire racial statistics on SAT or other nationalized test 
scores. Follow up on expected disproportions with questions such as: Is 
the difference in test scores caused by educational opportunity, cultural 
deprivation, prejudice within the educational system, or what? 

 Acquire statistics of drivers involved in accidents who have Spanish 
surnames. If significantly higher than proportion of local population, 
explore possible reasons: lack of driving opportunities in immigrants' 
homeland, lack of requirement of adult immigrants to take driver's 
education classes, or other plausible explanations. 
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CHAPTER 4 

News Editing 
  

Every journalist needs to be an editor. Even if they never carry the title of 
editor, all journalists at the very least need to understand how to edit their own 
copy more effectively. Editing is an essential process of journalism.  No matter 
how proficient we are as journalists, we can always do better.  What we produce 
probably is never perfect, and certainly not what we have produced in first draft. 
In editing we are taking another critical look at how we might improve what may 
have been written in considerable haste. As a professional editor you would not 
just be changing misspellings, poor grammar and bad punctuation. As an editor 
you are not just ALLOWED but EXPECTED to rewrite entire paragraphs, if 
necessary, to improve a story. You may frequently be a story’s final judge and 
jury. But whether we are editing our own copy or someone else's, the principles 
are essentially the same:  
 
• Read the copy as objectively and as distantly as possible. Try to look at it as 

your most uninformed but critical readers might. If it’s your own story, try to 
put it aside for a while before editing so you can see it with “fresh eyes.” How 
long you can put it aside depends on your deadline and circumstances. 

• Listen inside your mind for awkward, confusing, or uninformative sentences. If 
you need to read anything twice in order to understand it, you should probably 
edit or rewrite it. 

• Look for content errors that might cause your publication embarrassment or 
legal problems.  Look for even the “smallest” errors in facts, punctuation, 
grammar, spelling or style.  What's unimportant to you may be extremely 
important to someone else. 

• Look for unanswered questions, informational gaps and contradictions. 

• Check verifiable information, such as names and addresses, unless you are 
assured that they have already been confirmed. If in doubt, check again.  

• Beware of bias, personal opinion, unclearly attributed opinion that may 
appear to be the reporter's, and attributed, but one-sided coverage of an 
issue. Strive to uphold the professional standards of objectivity and fairness, 
as impossible as that may be to achieve.  

• Don't allow yourself to be so close to the story that you presume your readers 
share the same information or understanding.  Even if many stories have 
been written on the topic, you cannot afford to presume your reader has read 
even one of the other stories, nor that he has not possibly read all of them. In 
other words, the story should review background adequately so that anyone 
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would understand, but not repeat so much “old news” as to bore the more 
informed readers.  In practical terms, follow-up stories usually reserve the 
second and sometimes the third paragraphs for review, but emphasize new 
information in the lead and in the body of the story.  
 

• Similarly, don't presume readers have an understanding of specialized 
terminology.  Specialized reporters covering government, economics, law, art 
and even sports erroneously presume at times that everyone understands 
their subject as well as they do, when in reality many do not. Some 
presumption is obviously necessary, but an astute journalist would not make 
these presumptions haphazardly and would add definitions, clarifications, 
examples and illustrations, as needed. 

• Watch for unjustified use of descriptors. Generally it is better, more precise 
and ultimately more accurate to describe without using superlatives, such as 
“best” or “most,” or even subjective adjectives, such as “pretty” or “wonderful.”  
Similarly, eliminate such trite and dubious assertions as, “A good time was 
had by all.” Instead, insist on factual, precise, verifiable detail and description. 

• Strive for brevity and simplicity.  It's a real challenge, but much of what we 
write could be cut by one-third and end up communicating more to our 
readers. Avoid wordiness, complexity and the unproductive temptation to 
“impress” the readers with style or advanced vocabulary.  Don't be trite, 
“profound” or stilted. 

•  Check the lead to make sure it (a) emphasizes the “whammy” of the story (b) 
is concise (fewer than 35 words), (c) adequately summarizes or represents 
the rest of the story's contents, and (d) truly LEADS into the rest of the story. 
The lead is the most important part of the story and will determine how many 
readers continue reading the story or move on to another.  

•  Check transitions.  Make sure the reader flows smoothly from the lead into 
the body of the story. Smooth out any rough transitions into quotes or through 
the story’s changes in topic or source. 

•  And, finally, make sure you are consistent.  In order to avoid apparent 
conflicts in style, most publications have adopted some standard, such as the 
Associated Press Stylebook, which you should be using in conjunction with 
this workbook. Refer to AP for greater detail, but here are a few examples of 
important style rules you should keep in mind-- 

 
(a) DAY & DATES 

--When writing about an event six days before or after the day of 
publication, use the day of the week and not the date. The council met 
Monday, refers to the Monday prior to publication. The council will 
meet Thursday, refers to the next Thursday after publication. It is 6 
days before or after because you also you the day on the actual date 
of publication instead of today. If a newspaper comes out on Tuesday 
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morning and there is a council meeting that day, you would write: The 
council will discuss the budget at Tuesday’s meeting [not today’s 
meeting].  When an event is more than six days before or after the day 
of publication, use the date only. Don't say the meeting is set for 
Monday, Oct. 18, but simply Oct. 18. The reader can look at his own 
calendar if he wants to know the day. 

 
(b) PROXIMATION & TIMELINESS 

--Always emphasize the most local and most timely angles possible. 
Don't make readers think a story is national if the interview was done 
locally. Don't use a yesterday angle if there is a good today angle 
available, and avoid the waffling reference to recently. 

 
(c) NAMES & TITLES 

--For both men and women, use first and last name (surname) in first 
reference without any courtesy title (Miss, Mr., Mrs. or Ms.): George 
Jones or Jill Jones. 
--On second reference for both men and women, typically use only last 
name (surname): Jones. Some newspapers take exception to this rule 
and tell their journalists to always use a courtesy title with second 
reference. One problem with changing this rule is when reporters fail to 
ask which courtesy title a woman would like: Mrs., Miss or Ms. Some 
women become upset when the “wrong” courtesy title is used. 
--Under AP Style, you DO use courtesy titles if needed to distinguish 
between a man and wife referred to in the same story: Mr. Jones died 
in the crash, but Mrs. Jones survived.  
--Otherwise, AP Style says use courtesy titles only within direct quotes 
or if a woman specifically requests it.  
--Do not use a person's first name alone, except in a column or feature 
story where such intimacy is not offensive. It would more commonly be 
used in stories about children.  
--Put long titles (more than two words) after the name, not in front of it.  
For example, AP says John Hart, secretary of commerce, is better than 
Secretary of Commerce John Hart.  
--As in the example above, capitalize a title if it comes directly before a 
name but lower-case it if it comes after the name. 
--Give exact titles. Don't make the mistake of presuming that president, 
prime minister and chairman are synonymous, nor professor and 
instructor, nor other similar titles. 

 
(d) ABBREVIATIONS 

--Avoid abbreviations that the average reader will not grasp quickly.  
When using the name of an organization, it is best to spell the name 
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out on first reference, then use the abbreviation or shortened version of 
the name thereafter.  For example, write the Federal Communications 
Commission the first time, but refer to the FCC thereafter. While it is 
common to see non-newspaper writers place an abbreviation in 
parentheses following the first spelled-out reference, AP says this is 
unnecessary. If the second-reference use of an abbreviation is not 
obvious to the reader, the AP Stylebooks says to keep using the 
spelled-out name. Some abbreviations are more widely recognized 
than their organizations’ full name, such as FBI, CIA, YMCA, UCLA, 
AFL-CIO. In such cases, you may use the abbreviation even on first 
reference. These exceptions are cited in the AP Stylebook. 
--Capitalize and abbreviate street, boulevard, avenue, and drive when 
writing a specific address: 134 N. University Ave.  Spell out these 
words when writing about the street in general and not referring to a 
specific address: on University Avenue. 
--Abbreviate months with more than four letters when used in a specific 
date: Sept. 24, 1982.  But spell out the name of the month when used 
alone or with the year only: in September 2008. 
--Generally write out the name of the state when it is used alone: A 
town in Alabama.  Abbreviate the name of a state with six letters or 
more when it is used with the name of a city: Selma, Ala. Exception: 
The two states outside the continental United State -- Alaska and 
Hawaii -- are not abbreviated despite having six letters each. 
--Do not abbreviate Christmas, percent (as %), names of persons or 
cities, days of the week, points of the compass, “and” (as &), or 
weights or measures (pound as lb. or foot as ft.) except when creating 
tables or charts. 
--Do not abbreviate such words as company, association, university, 
department or building, unless abbreviated in the official name. 
 

(e) CAPITALIZATION  
--Capitalize formal names of religious, political, and public or private 
organizations:  Protestant, Mormon, Franciscan, Communist Party, 
Republican, Alpine School Board, Niagara Falls Convention Center, 
Jensen and Company, Sears Department Store, Lincoln High School, 
Buffalo City Council, Tampa Police Department, Utah State 
Legislature.  
--Capitalize formal names of ethnic groups and nationalities:  African-
American, Caucasian, Chinese or Russian.  
--Capitalize the names of specific public bodies even if the complete 
formal name is not used: the City Council, the Senate and the House, 
the Police Department, the County Commission, the General 
Assembly.  
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--Capitalize national, regional, state, local, or political subdivisions: the 
Northeast, Western New York, South Buffalo, Franklin County, First 
District, Fifth Ward.  
--Capitalize names and nicknames, including those of animals, states, 
cities and school: Jim Brown, Rover, the Evergreen State, the Big 
Apple. 
--Capitalize titles preceding a proper name, but not following it: 
President Barrack Obama; Barack Obama, president of the United 
States; former President George W. Bush. 
--Do not capitalize seasons (summer), points of the compass 
(northeast), a.m. or p.m., names of studies except languages 
(mathematics, but English), association, club, army, federal, state,  
government, etc., unless used as part of a formal name or title. 

 
(f) PUNCTUATION 

--Commas and periods ALWAYS go inside quotation marks: “Inside 
the quotation marks,” he emphasized. Other punctuation marks may or 
may not go inside quotation marks, depending on the circumstances.  
For example, whether or not a question mark, an exclamation mark, a 
semicolon, a colon or a dash should go inside or outside quotation 
marks depends generally on whether the punctuation pertains to the 
quoted material or to the sentence as a whole: Have you seen “Rocky 
X”? But “What can I give you?” she asked. 
--Use commas to set off the identification information of a person 
unless the identification is preceded by the word “of:” For example: 
Jack Thompson, 111 N. Main St., Jacksonville but Jack Thompson of 
111 N Main St. 
--Generally use dashes or commas in place of parentheses. Use 
parentheses, however, to insert into a direct quote information that you 
think is needed for clarification: “They (the firefighters) will refuse the 
contract,” said the union leader of the Connell (Wash.) Fire 
Department.  
 --Use the hyphen in compound adjectives: coal-black chimney or 10-
year-old girl. 
--Use the hyphen with prefixes to proper names: un-American or pre-
Christian. 
--Use the apostrophe to form the plural of letters, but not numbers: A's, 
but 1980s. 
--Omit apostrophes from organizational names, such as the National 
Football Players Association. 
--Avoid superfluous use of commas, but don't violate standard rules.  
For example, when used in a series, the comma is generally omitted 
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from before the “and” or the “or” that would precede the last item: “Give 
us a book, a pencil and an eraser.”  Standard English rules say that 
either form is correct — with or without the coma. In journalism, 
however, we avoid superfluity. 
--The AP Stylebook has an excellent Punctuation Guide.  Look up the 
various entries — comma, period, quotation marks, etc., in the 
punctuation chapter of the Stylebook -- for clear explanation and 
examples.  

 
(g) PRONOUNS  

--Make sure the antecedent of every pronoun is clear. The antecedent 
is the word, phrase or clause to which a pronoun refers. Double-check 
any sentences using the pronoun “it.” For example, to which person 
does “he” refer to in the second sentence that follows: McCain says 
Obama is breaking his promises to America. He wants voters to 
understand the issues. “He” probably refers to McCain, but as an editor 
you must eliminate all such questions. Replace “He” with “McCain.” 
--Check the number and gender of all pronouns but particularly those 
that replace collective nouns. Reporters frequently replace City Council, 
class, team, and other collective nouns with they. The proper pronoun 
would be it. 

 
(h) FIGURES 

--Generally spell out numbers from one through nine, using digits for all 
numbers 10 and above: One, nine, 16, 60 
--Don't spell out numbers with fractions, decimals, monetary signs, nor 
sports scores or time of day (1 1/2, 1.5, $1, 1-0, 1 p.m.).  
--Spell out all numbers that begin sentences: Twelve players were on 
the field. 
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Using Copy Editing Symbols  
 
1) Now let’s review editing procedures, using the editing symbols illustrated in Chapter 1 to 

correct the spelling, grammar, punctuation and style errors in following sentences. 
 

a) The U.S. will not turn Iraq into “another Vietnam war”, says president Obama. 

 

b) In the 1920's Herbert Hoover, Secretary of Commerce, proposed that “the air 

waves belong to the public”. 

 

c) The party for the seven year old child will take place tonight at eight P.M. in the 

home of mayor Griffith, 555 East Fort Avenue, Salem, New York. 

 

d) “2 Men guns with werre inthe car wi th Mister jones, said the witnesses. 

 

e) Leutenent governor Pauline Aguilar is scheduled to come down Main St. with 

the Mayor at 3:00 PM. 

 

f) Although the democratic party has lost control of the white house, eleven 

governorships and 8 more senatorial seats in Buffalo they have maintained 

control of city hall. 

 

g) The Northeaster part of the U.S. is beautiful in the Fall, but the west; or at least 

parts of it; are more traumatic. 

 
You should have found many errors in these few sentences. You will find most of the 
corrections on the next page. 
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Edited Version of Exercise 1  
 

a) The U.S. will not turn Iraq into “another Vietnam war”, says president Obama. 

 

b) In the 1920's Herbert Hoover, Secretary of Commerce, proposed that “the air 

waves belong to the public”. 

 

c) The party for the seven year old child will take place tonight at eight P.M. in the 

home of mayor Griffith, 555 East Fort Avenue, Salem, New York. 

 

d) “2 Men guns with werre inthe car wi th Mister jones, said the witnesses. 

 

e) Leutenent governor Pauline Aguilar is scheduled to come down Main St. with the 

Mayor at 3:00 PM. 

 

f) Although the democratic party has lost control of the white house, eleven 

governorships and 8 more senatorial seats in Buffalo they have maintained control 

of city hall. 

 

g) The Northeaster part of the U.S. is beautiful in the Fall, but the west; or at least 

parts of it; are more traumatic. 

 

h) Now let's try a regular story. Edit the following story published originally in its 

corrected form in the American Fork (UT) Citizen. 

 



 8

INVOLUNTARY STERILIZATIONS TO CONTINUE 
 

By Editor Ken Harvey 
 
 

Doctor Paul Staggers says, the involuntary sterili zation of residants at the Tri-Cities Training 

School will continue.  

The former supt. of the training school for the mentally retarded revealed earlier this week 

that about seven hundred and forty training school patience were sterilized over the last 4.5 

decades.  

Staggers now the director of the state Division of mental retardation, says nearly half of the 

involuntary tubal ligations, vasectomies, or or hysterectomies were perrformmed.  

In the 1940's.  None have been dun over the last 5 yrs., but the need will probably present 

itself from time to time. 

Staggers by no means apologized for the 42 steralizations which took place during the twelve 

years he was head of the train ing school.  He gave some examples of the prblems he and 

his staf confronted. “let's asusme we're going to place a young woman outside of the 

institution. She's twenty-five years of ag but has a mental age of 8 or 9.  We're placing her in 

an alternative living arrangement, a gfoup home.  If she's had a history of promiscuity, in 

order to advert her becoming pregnant and having the problems of being a mother, we would 

go thru the sterilization process,” says Staggers. “I'm thinking of a couple now.  The young 

man (34) and the young women (30) are in love. The man has a mental age of nine and the 

women ha a mental age of ten. Their in love and they could probably go out and work at the 

Goodwill Industries and make a reasonable living, but if the young woman got pregnant, what 

would be the fate of the marriage?  What would be the fate of the child? Rather than having 

this situation, we would probably go through the sterlization process,” he says.  
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Stagers says the Utah law, “Protects the people very well,” from any abuses and, “Is a model 

for other states to follow”. 

“We would have a medical, psychology, and social team review any recommendation before 

I would file a petition in court for an operation, we always work with parental or guardian 

assistance Staggers explains.  
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Spelling, Grammar & Style 
Test & Workbook 

 
One of the best guides for keeping journalists out of trouble is the AP Stylebook.  

However, most journalists do not use it enough. The remainder of this chapter is intended to 
assist students and inexperienced journalists to familiarize themselves with the contents of 
the Stylebook while learning as much of its contents as possible. No matter how little 
journalists are able to memorize from the book’s 400+ pages, at least they will be able to use 
the book better as a reference tool once they have completed these exercises. 

 
This is both a test and a workbook. That is, you will use it to help you study, then you may 

receive a clean copy from which to take a formal test.  When you are tested on this material, 
you will be allowed to use both a dictionary and your copy of the AP Stylebook.  However, 
you will be given only one hour to complete an assigned set from each of the following three 
parts: 

PART I -- PUNCUATION TEST 
PART II -- SPELLING TEST 
PART III -- COPY EDITING 

A test over the JOURNALISM LAW section of the AP Stylebook may be administrated 
separately. 
 

With 100 exercises to complete in one hour, you certainly will not have time to look up 
every spelling word, every punctuation problem, and every style question. But careful 
completion of the workbook will familiarize you enough with its contents as to be able to 
either draw from memory or refer quickly to the book for the answers.  

Familiarity with this “Bible of Journalism” may be as important as the information you 
memorize. It is possible to be a journalist without being a good speller, for example, but only 
if you are willing to look up words you are not sure how to spell.  

Since there are several problem sets in each part of this test workbook, the instructor will 
be free to randomly choose any set for testing purposes. The instructor is also free to go over 
the answers with you when the test is completed so you can understand what you have done 
wrong. Studying your workbook and going over the answers to prior tests should help you to 
prepare for future tests on this material, although you will never know which problem sets you 
will be assigned for a particular test.  

This is not an easy test, so students who can eventually score regularly in the 80s and 
90s are prepared to assume editing responsibilities on professional publications. And editors 
generally agree that there is a greater need for talented copy editors than for any other kind 
of journalist.  
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Spelling, Punctuation, Style & Grammar Exercises 
 
Part 1-- Punctuation Test 
 

To help you with this test, go through the AP Stylebook’s Punctuation Guide, now found 
near the back of that book. When you come to a number in parentheses in the exercises 
below, determine which punctuation mark is appropriate at that spot and record the 
corresponding letter (representing that mark) on the answer sheet provided. 
 

A — apostrophe or quotation marks 
B — hyphen 
C — comma or question mark 
D — period or semi-colon 
E — no punctuation needed here 

 
Set A 
 
The player, who was either French(1)Canadian or Italian(2)American(3) scored the only 
touchdown if the third(4)quarter. 
 
She was glad she had looked(5) for a man was approaching the house. She quickly put on 
her cheap(6) fur coat and ran out the back door, down the dark(7) dangerous alley. 
 
He learned the three R(8)s and brought home a report card with four A(9)s and two B(10)s. 
He graduated near the top of the class of (11)78. 
 
“I have no intention of staying (12) (13) he replied (14) (15) I do not object to your 
decision(16) but I don't object  to your decision (16) but I do object to the manner in which it 
was made (17) (18) 
  
He said (19) he was “shocked and horrified by the incident (20) (21) 
  
He asked what the score was (22) He then told his date. “Why don't we go find some better 
entertainment (23) (24) 
  
“I do not object (25)(26) he said (27) (28) to the tenor of the report.” He said he was horrified, 
however, at their “slovenly manners (29)(30) 
 
1)______   2)______   3)_____  4)_____  5)_____ 6)_____7)_____ 
 
8)______ 9)______ 10)_____ 11)_____ 12)_____ 13)_____14)_____ 
 
15)_____ 16)______ 17)______ 18)______ 19)______ 20)_____21)______ 
 
22)______ 23)______ 24)______ 25)_______ 26)_______27)______28)______ 
 
29)______ 30)______ 31)______ 
 
 
Set B 
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They pulled their boats from the water (1) sandbagged the retaining walls, and boarded up 
the windows (2) but even with these precautions, the island was hard-hit by the hurricane.  
 
Patrick Henry said (3) “I know not what course others may take(4) but as for me(5) give me 
liberty or give me death(6)(7)  
 
The well(8) known play writer is quick (9) witted(10) but surely there is someone better(11) 
qualified. 
 
“Why should I go to school(12)(13) he asked(14) 
 
Mary Richards(15) 36(16) of Minneapolis(17) and Maud Findlay, 48(18) of Tuckahoe(19) 
N.Y.(20) attended the party. 
 
Fifty(21) five crying women went to the tomb of J(22)F(23)K. 
 
A speculator said (24) the practice is (25) “too conservative for inflationary times(26)(27) 
 
We visited Washington(28) and our senator greeted us personally. He said(29) he would 
nominate Tom, Dick(30) or Harry to the academy. 
 
1)_____ 2)_____ 3)_____ 4)_____ 5)_____ 6)_____7)_____ 
 
8)_____ 9)_____ 10)_____ 11)_____ 12)_____ 13)_____14)_____ 
 
15)_____ 16)_____ 17)_____ 18)_____ 19)_____ 20)_____21)_____ 
 
22)_____ 23)_____ 24)_____ 25)_____ 26)_____ 27)_____28)_____ 
 
29)_____ 30)_____ 
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Set C 
 
I had orange juice, toast(1) and ham and eggs for breakfast. On the street below(2) the 
curious crows gathered. 
 
The main points to consider are whether the athletes are skillful enough to compete(3)  
whether they have received adequate training (4) ans whether they have the will to win. 
 
When John had tired of the mad pace of New York(5) he moved to Dubuque. During the 
night (6) he heard many strange noises. 
 
The story tells of a dark (7) dangerous street; and old (8) oaken bucket; and a blue(9) spring 
bonnet. It is written in a thoughtful(10) precise manner. 
 
We were visiting Washington (11) and planned to see the White House. However, that night 
we went to see “Jaws 12)”(13) and it was there we met the president. 
 
“I'm leaving for Missouri (14)” (15) he declared. 
 
“Why should I go? (16)”(17) she asked. 
 
“Rub my shoulder (18)(19) Miss Cawley suggested. 
 
Wallace responded (20) “She spent six months in Argentina(21) and came back speaking 
English(22) with an accent.” 
 
He said (23) his victory put him(24) “firmly on the road to a first(25) ballot nomination(26)”(27) 
He had received 12(28)897 votes; his opponent received only 1(29)000 votes.(30) 
 
1)_____ 2)_____ 3)_____ 4)_____ 5)_____ 6)_____7)_____ 
 
8)_____ 9)_____ 10)_____ 11)_____ 12)_____ 13)_____14)_____ 
 
15)_____ 16)_____ 17)_____ 18)_____ 19)_____ 20)_____21)_____ 
 
22)_____ 23)_____ 24)_____ 25)_____ 26)_____ 27)_____28)_____ 
 
29)_____ 30)_____
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Set D 
 
“No(1) sir(2) I did not do it. Who the thief is (3) is not clear(4)(5) he said. 
 
John's journey will take him from Fargo(6) N.D.(7) to Dublin(8) Ireland(9) and back. Mary 
Richards(10) Minneapolis(11) and Maude Findlay(12) of Tuckahoe(13) N.Y.(14) were at his 
farewell party. 
 
He leaves a son (15) John Smith of Chicago(16) three daughters (17) Jane Smith of Wichita 
(18) Kan.(19) Mary Smith of Denver (20) and Susan(21) wife if William Kingsbury (22) of 
Boston (23) and a sister 24) Martha (25) wife of Robert Warren of Omaha (26) Neb. 
 
The batter ran to first base(27) the shortstop threw the ball to second. The 3(28) run lead 
suddenly became a lead of 1(29)run. 
 
The package was due last week(30) it arrived today. 
 
1)_____ 2)_____ 3)_____ 4)_____ 5)_____ 6)_____7)_____ 
 
8)_____ 9)_____ 10)_____ 11)_____ 12)_____ 13)_____  
 
15)_____16)_____ 17)_____ 18)_____ 19)_____ 20)_____ 21)_____ 
 
22)_____ 23)_____ 24)_____ 25)_____ 26)_____ 27)_____28)_____ 
 
29)_____ 30)_____ 
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Set E 
 
The president of the small(1) business(2) men's organization was either Mexican(3) 
American of Latin(4) American. 
 
The midget who spoke to the other small(5) business(6) men recently received a 10(7) to 
20(8) year prison sentence. 
 
When he re(9)covered his health, he re(10)covered his leaky roof. 
 
The dress(11) a bluish(12) green(13) was attractive on her, but she has to work full(14) time 
to afford her clothing. 
 
The team made a first (15) quarter touchdown but failed to score in the second(16) quarter.  
 
The story answers the question (17) Where does true happiness really lie(18) 
 
She said (19) “I quote from his letter(20) 'I agree with Kipling that “the female of the species 
is more deadly than the male,(21) but the phenomenon is not an unchangeable law of 
mature(22) (23) (24) 
 
“I am shocked “25) (26) he said(27)(28) by the incident.(29) 
 
“I am horrified (30) in fact, that I will ask the jury to call for the death penalty.”  
 
1)_____ 2)_____ 3)_____ 4)_____ 5)_____ 6)_____ 7)_____ 
 
8)_____ 9)_____ 10)_____ 11)_____ 12)_____ 13)_____14)_____ 
 
15)_____ 16)_____ 17)_____ 18)_____ 19)_____ 20)_____21)_____ 
 
22)_____ 23)_____ 24)_____ 25)_____ 26)_____ 27)_____28)_____ 
 
29)_____ 30)_____ 
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Set F 
 
The player, who was either Italian(1) American or French(2) Canadian(3) scored the only 
touchdown of the third(4) quarter.  
 
She was glad she had looked(5) for a man was approaching the house. She quickly put on 
her cheap(6) fur coat and ran out the back door, down the dark(7) dangerous alley. 
 
He learned the three R(8)s and brought home a report card with four A (9)s and two B(10)s. 
He graduated near the top of the class of (11)78. 
 
“Why should I go to school(12)(13) he asked(14) 
 
Mary Richards(15) 36(16) of Minneapolis(17) and Maude Findlay, 48(18) of Tuckahoe(19) 
N.Y.(20)attended the party. 
 
Fifty(21) five crying women went to the tomb of J(22)F(23)K. 
 
He said his victory put him(24) “firmly on the road to a first(25) ballot nomination(26)”(27) He 
had received 12(28)897 votes; his opponent received only 1(29) votes.(30)  
 
1)_____ 2)_____ 3)_____ 4)_____ 5)_____ 6)_____ 7)_____ 
 
8)_____ 9)_____ 10)_____ 11)_____ 12)_____ 13)_____14)_____ 
 
15)_____ 16)_____ 17)_____ 18)_____ 19)_____ 20)_____21)_____ 
 
22)_____ 23)_____ 24)_____ 25)_____ 26)_____ 27)_____28)_____ 
 
29)_____ 30)_____ 
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Set G 
“No, (1) sir(2) I did not do it. Who the theif is (3) is not clear(4)(5) he said. 
 
John's journey will take him from Fargo (6) N.D.(7) to Dublin(8) Ireland(9) and back. Mary 
Richards (10) Minneapolis(11) and Maude Findlay(12) of Tuckahoe(13) N.Y.(14) were at his 
farewell party. 
 
The ream made a first(15) quarter touchdown but failed to score in the second(16) quarter. 
 
The story answers the question (17) Where does true happiness really lie(18) 
 
She said (19) “I quote from his letter(20) 'I agree with Kipling that “the female of the species 
is more deadly than the ,ale, (21) but the phenomenon is not an unchangeable law of nature 
(22) (23) (24) 
 
“I am shocked(25)(26) he said(27)(28) he said(27)(28) by the incident.(29) 
 
“I am so horrified(30) in fact, that I will ask the jury to call for the death penalty.” 
 
1)_____ 2)_____ 3)_____ 4)_____ 5)_____ 6)_____ 7)_____ 
 
8)_____ 9)_____ 10)_____ 11)_____ 12)_____ 13)_____14)_____ 
 
15)_____ 16)_____ 17)_____ 18)_____ 19)_____ 20)_____21)_____ 
 
22)_____ 23)_____ 24)_____ 25)_____ 26)_____ 27)_____28)_____ 
 
29)_____ 30)_____ 
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Part II — Spelling Test 
 
All of the words below are listed in you AP Stylebook. Which are misspelled? Write down the 
letter -- a, b, c, d -- which appears before the misspelled word in that particular word group. If 
there is more than one misspelled word write “e.” A word is considered misspelled according 
to AP Style. In this section (Part II), a word is also considered misspelled if it contains an 
error in punctuation (particularly hyphen), spacing or in capitalization. A word should be 
considered correct if it is correct inn any normal usage. 
 
Set “A” 

31) (a) accommodate   (b) ad lib   (c) admissable   (d) ad n auseam   (e) 2 errors 
32) (a) adesthetic   (b) advisor   (c) afterward   (d) a la carte   (e) 2 
33) (a) alderman   (b) all-star   (c) airmail   (d) airight   (e) 2 errors 
34) (a) amok   (b) anaesthetic   (c) Anglo-Saxon   (d) antidote   (e) 2 
35) (a) annoint   (b) antedate   (c) antithesis   (d) anti-war   (e) 2 errors 
36) (a) archrival   (b) arch-Republican   (c) archbishop   (d) antebody   (e) 2 errors 
37) (a) artefact   (b) ashcan   (c) assassanation   (d) automakers   (e) 2 errors 
38) (a) aviator   (b) awe-struck   (c) ax   (d) babysitter   (e) 2 errors 
39) (a) baccalureate   (b) backspin   (c) backup   (d) back hand   (e) 2 errors 
40) (a) ball carrier   (b) ballplayer  (c) backup   (d) back hand (  e) 2 errors 
41) (a) barbituate   (b) battalion   (c) battlefront   (benefitted   (e) 2 
42) (a) beseige   (b) bettor   (c) bilateral   (d) bipartisan   (e) 2 
43) (a) bonafide   (b) boundary   (c) brand-new   (d) breakup   (e) 2 
44) (a) break-in   (b) broccoli  (c) Buddhaism   (d) buildup   (e) 2 
45) (a) barbiturate   (b) buses   (c) busing   (d) biproduce   (e) 2 
46) (a) cactuses   (b) caliber   (c) admissible   (d) cancelled   (e) 2 
47) (a) cannot   (b) assasination   (c) carry-over   (d) cata;pg   (e) 2 
48) (a) changeover   (b) antibody   (c) chauffer   (d) chauvenism   (e) 2 
49) (a) cigarrette   (b) cleanup   (c) clear-cut   (d) clientele   (e) 2 
50) (a) coattails   (b) commitment   (c) campatable   (d) consensus   (e) 2 
51) (a) contagous   (b) contemptable   (c) campatable   (d) consensus (e) 2 
52) (a) corps   (b) corralling   (c) counteract   (d) counter-proposal   (e) 2 
53) (a) countryside   (b) courtmartials   (c) cover-up   (d) courtroom   (e) 2 
54) (a) criterion   (b) criteria   (c) cross-over   (d) cross-examination   (e) 2 
55) (a) cupsfull   (b) cure-all   (c) cutback   (d) byproduct   (e) 2 
56)  a) deathbed   (b) defendant   (c) dependant   (d) diarrhea   (e) 2 
57) (a) die-hard   (b) dillemma   (c) disservice   (d) dissuade   (e) 2 
58) (a) dispel   (b) dispelled   (c) dissemble   (d) disassociate   (e) 2 
59) (a) downgrade   (b) dependant   (c) breakdown   (d) drive-in   (e) 2 
60) (a) earmark   (b) easygoing   (c) embarrass   (d) employe   (e) 2 
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SET B 
31) (a) emcee (b) enforce (c) reinforce (d) enrol (e) 2 
32) (a) envelope (b) envelop (c) exagerate (d) expropriate (e) 2 
33) (a) excommunicate (b) exorcize (c) expel (d) extol (e) 2 
34) (a) expelled (b) extralegal (c) extraterresti8al (d) extra-base hit (e) 2 
35) (a) eyewitness (b) facade (c) fallout (d) faroff (e) 2 
36) (a) fathers-in-law (b) embarrass (c) far-flung (d) farsighted (e) 2 
37) (a) flimflammed (b) embarrass (c) florescent (d) two-fold (e) 2 
38) (a) fourfold (b) foregoing (c) forefathers (d) followup  (e) 2 
39) (a) Formulas (b)forsook (c) freelancer (d) Fortunetelling (e)2 
40) (a) free-for all (b)freewheeling (c) gauge (d) gaity (e)2 
41) (a) gammey (b) getaway (c) gairty (d) girlfriend (e)2 
42) (a) glamore (b) gizmo (c) gobbledygook (d) go-between (e)2 
43) (a) godaughter (b) gogo (c) goodby (d) grammar (e)2 
44) (a) first-grader (b) hi-fi (c) hitchiker (d) hocus-pocus (e)2 
45) (a) hodge[pdge (b) home-made (c) holdup (d) hooky (e)2 
46) (a) horse power (b) hot line (c) impel (d) impelling (e)2 
47) (a) implaysable (b) imposter (c) impromptu (e)2 
48) (a) incredulous (b) incur (c) indispensible (d)indiscriminately (e)2 
49) (a) groundskeeper (b) groundswell (c) grownup (d) guaranty (e)2 
50) (a) gubernatorial (b) guerilla (c) handmade (d) handicap (e)2 
51) (a) gypsies (b) habeas corpus (c)  hallellujah (d) guru (e)2 
52) (a) gunfire (b) gun battle (c) hanky-panky d) hangover (e)2 
53) (a) harrassment (b) harebrained (c) headlong (d) hearsay (e)2 
54) (a) hemorrhage (b) hemorroid (c) hideaway (d) heliport (e) 2 
55) (a) innocous (b) inuendo (c) inoculate (d) insofar (e) 2 
56) (a) catsup (b) kidnapping (c) kindergarden (d) knickknack (e) 2 
57) 9A0 lamebrain (b) lawsuit (c) let-up (d) lifetime (e) 2 
58) (a) likeable (b) limousine (c) liveable (d) locker room (e) 2 
59) (a) makeup (b) malarkey (c) managable (d) Mardi Gras (e) 2 
60) (a) marshal (b marshaled (c) meager (d) midieval (e) 2 
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SET “C” -- Some of these words you will find in the AP Stylebook listed under the prefix or 
suffix.  Others, such as “sergeant,” you will find listed under a more general heading (e.g., 
military titles). 

 
31) (a) melee (b) momentoes (c) menswear (d) sergeant (e) 2 
32) (a) commodore (b) corporal (c) lieutenant (d) miniscule (e) 2 
33) (a) missle (b) mixup (c)moneymaker (d) misdeameanor (e) 2 
34) (a) half-truth (b) half-hearted (c) half brother (d) halftone (e) 2 
35) (a) hydroelectric (b hyperactive (c) in-fighting (d) in-depth (e) 2 
36) (a) break-in (b) in-house (c) in-bound (d) infrastructure (e) 2 
37) (a) inter-American (b) inter-racial (c) interstate (d) intramural (e) 2 
38) (a) childless (b) tailess (c) likelihood (d) likeness (e) 2 
39) (a) bull-like (b) businesslike (c) life-like (d) an easily-remembered rule (e) 2 
40) (a) midsemester (b) midAmerica (c) minibus (d) miniskirt (e) 2 
41) (a) multi-millionaire (b) multilateral (c) nonchalant (d) nondescript (e) 2 
42) (a) odd-looking (b) send-off (c) offhand (d) offcolor (e) 2 
43) (a) outargue (b) out-fox (c) hide-out (d) walkout (e) 2 
44) (a) overexert (b) over-rate (c) carry-over (d) takeover (e) 2' 
45) (a) theses (b) referendums (c) alumnas (d) assistant attorneys general (e) 2 
46) (a) postgraduete (b) post-mortem (c) preexist (d) prearrange (e) 2 
47) (a) pro-life (b) probusiness (c) re-emerge (d) re-examine (e) 2 
48) (a) self-assured (b) semifinal (c) semi-invalid (d) semi-official (e) 2 
49) (a) subasement (b) subzero (c) superagency (d) superpower (e) 2 
50) (a) supercharge (b) supragovernmental (c) transcontinental (d) trans-sexual e) 2 
51) (a) ultra-modern (b) ultrasonic (c) un-American (d) unnecessary (e) 2 
52) (a) under dog (b) undersold (c) upend (d) upgrade (e) 2 
53) (a)buildup (b) lineup (c) frameup (d) cleanup (e) 32 
54) (a) wide-open (b) worldwide (c) lengthwise (d) streetwise (e)2 
55) (a) monthlong (b) mop-up (c) mosquitos (d) naïve (e) 2 
56) (a) narrow-minded (b) nation-wide (c) newsstand (d) nightclub (e) 2 
57) (a) nighttime (b) nit-picking (c) nitty—gritty (d) nobody (e) 2 
58) (a) nowdays (b) occur (c) occurred (d) occurrence (e) 2 
59) (a) ocean-going (b) oddsmaker (c) officeholder (d) old-timer (e) 2 
60) (a) opossum (b) OKS (c) OK'ing (d) okay (e) 2 
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SET “D” 
31) (a) overall (b) paddy wagon (c) pant-suit (d) pantyhose (d) 2 
32) (a) parralleled (b) parliament (c) potatoes (d) potholes (e) 2 
33) (a) premier (b) premiere (c) primafacie (d) privileged Ie) 2 
34) (a) professor (b) propeller (c) prosecuter (d) protester (d) 2 
35) (a) pullback (b) pullout (c) push-button (d) provisoes (e) 2 
36) (a) push-up (b) putout (c)  pygmy (d) questionair (e) 2 
37) (a) quick-witted (b) raccoon (c)  rainstorm (d) parimutual Ie) 2 
38) (a) parishioner (b) particles (c)  passer-by (d) pasturize (e) 2 
39) (a) reconsissance (b) record holder (c)  recur (d) recurring (e) 2 
40) (a) re-hot (b) re-election (c)  recision (d) regime (e) 2 
41) (a) resistable (b) restaurateur (c)  riffraff (d) right-hander (e) 2 
42) (a) Ripoff (b) rock 'n' roll (c) roly-poly (d) round-up (e) 2 
43) (a) rubber-stamp (b) runners-up (c)  Sabbath (d) sabateur (e) 2 
44) (a) sacrilegious (b) saleable (c)  sandbagged (d) sandwich (e) 2 
45) (a) sanitariums (b) satelites (c)  Scotch Tape (d) scissors (e) 2 
46) (a) sculptor (b) scurilous (c)  second-guess (d) secondhand (e) w2 
47) (a) see-saw (b) send-off (c)  servicable (d) setup (e) 2 
48) (a) shake-up (b) sherriff (c)  shoestrong (d) short-change (e) 2 
49) (a) short-lived (b) show-off (c)  shutdown (d) shut-in (e) 2 
50) (a) shut-off (b) shutout (c)  side-by-side (d) siteseeing (e)2 
51) (a) single-handedly (b)  sizeable (c)  sit-in (d) skiling (e) 2 
52) (a) sckeptic (b) sledgehammer   (c)  sleight-of-hand (d) slowdown Ie) 2 
53) (a) smash-up (b) snowdrift   (c)  so-called (d) soft-spoken (e) 2 
54) (a) soliloquy (b) spaceship   (c)  speechmaking (d) soliciter (eO 2 
55) (a) Springtome (b) squal   (c)  standardbearer (d) standoff (e) 2 
56) (a) standout (b) states' rights   (c)  statewide (d) stationwagon (e) 2 
57) (a) stepping stone (b) stifling   (c)  stock broker (d) stool pigeon (e) 2 
58) (a) stopgap (b) storyteller (c) straight jacket (d) strikebreaker (e) 2 
59) (a) strong-arm (b) strong-willed (c) supoenaed (d) sucessor (e) 2 
60) (a) summertime (b) sunbathe (c) supercede (d) sweat suit (e) 2 
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SET E 
31)  (a) syliabl (b) tablecloth (c) tailspin (d) tail wind (e) 2 
32) (a) takeoff (b) takeout (c) take-over (d) tattletale (e) 2 
33)  (a) teamate (b) teenage (c) telltale (d) tenderhearted (e) 2 
34)  (a) tenfold (b) tie-up (c) tobbacco (d) trafficking (e) 2 
35) (a) venerial  disease (b) under way (c) vacuum (d) vetoes (e) 2 
36) (a) Vietnam (b) warhead (c) weird (d) wheelchair (e) 2 
37)  (a) whitewash (b) windup (c) workout (d) worshipped (e) 2 
38) (a) yachting (b) yesteryear (c) throwaway (d) three Rs (e) 2 
39) (a) totalling (b) transfering (c) tryout (d) upside-down (e) 2 
40) (a) vender (b) vice verse (c) vulgarities (d) warlike (e) 2 
41) (a) watebasket (b) well-being (c) wheeler-dealer (d) whole-hearted  (e) 2 
42) (a) wintertime (b) workweek (c) worthwhile (d) yardlines (e) 2 
43) (a) tidbit (b) tiptop (c) trade-in (d) transexual (e) 2 
44) (a) tune-up (b) U-turn (c) venereal disease (d) vice (e) 2 
45) (a) vote getter (b) wartime (c) weak-kneed (d) well-to-do (e) 2 
46) (a) where-abouts (b) wildlife (c) work-of-mouth (d) worldwide (e) 2 
47) (a) write-in (b) year-end (c) zeroes (d) tie-in (e) 2 
48) (a) titleholder (b) trade-off (c) travelled (d) ukulele (e) 2 
49) (a) washed-up (b) weekend (c) vernacular (d) whereever (Ie) 2 
50) (a) workday (b) wrong—doing (c) yearlong (d) zigzag IdO 2 
51) (a) accommodate (b) adviser (c) all right (d) antibody (e) 2 
52) (a) bona fide (b) benefited (c) backhand (d) baccaloreate (e) 2 
53) (a) contagious (b) contemptible (c) chauvinism (d) clientelle (e) 2 
54)  (a) disspelled (b) dissociate (c) dilemma (d) disservice (e) 2 
55) (a) embarrass (b) fascade (c) exocricise (d) fluorescent (e) 2 
56) (a) expell (b) gamy (c) exaggerate (d) expropriate (d) 2 
57)  (a) guerrilla (b) gaiety (c) gubornatorial (d) horsepower (e) 2 
58) (a) indispensable (b) indescriminately (c) hotline (d) incredulous (e) 2 
59) (a) innuendo (b) livable (c) innoculate (d) kindergarten (e) w 
60) (a) marshalled (b) missle (c)  manageable (d) misdemeaner (e) 2 
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SET F 
31) (a) underdog (b) mosquitoes (c) nationwide (d) newstand (e) 2 
32) (a) nowadays (b) occurrence (c) possum (d) paralleled (e) 2 
33) (a) prima facie (b) prosecutor (c) questionnaire (d) racoon (e) 2 
34) (a) parishoner (b) pasteurize (c) reconnaissance (d) rescission (e) 2 
35) (a) Sabath (b) salabale (c) saboteur (d) satellites (e) 2 
36) (a) resistible (b) sacreligious (c) scotchtape (d)scurrilous (e) 2 
37) (a) sculpter (b) serviceable (c) shortchange (d) showoff (e) 2 
38) (a) sizable (b) solicitor (c) stockbroker (d) sweat suite (e) 2 
39) (a) subpoenaed (b) successor (c) vetos (d) supersede (e) 2 
40) (a) weird (b) yesturyear (c) transssexual (d) traveled (e) 2 
41) (a) defendant (b) dependent (c) extraterrestrial (d) demagog (e) 2 
42) (a) amuck (b) anesthetic (c) axe (d) baby-sitter (d) 2 
43) (a) barbotirate (b) baattallion (c) byproduct (d) cigarette (e) 2 
44) (a) chaufer (b) commitment (c) counterpropsal (d) criterian (e) 2 
45) (a) follow-up  (b) bylines (c) grammar (d) goodbye (e) 2 
46) (a) colloquialisms (b) kilowatt-hour (c) obscenities (d) privaleged (e) 2 
47) (a) homocide (b) manslaughter (c) assassin (d) indict (e) 2 
48) (a) indiscreet (b) indiscrete (c) incredable (d) incredulous (e) 2 
49) (a) inasmuchas (b) impromptu (c) Novocain (d) prophecy (e) 2 
50) (a) autoworkers (b) awe-struck (c) noinsome (d) noisey (e) 2 
51) (a) non-alligned nations (b) Third World (c)UFOs (d) u-turn (e) 2 
52) (a) vacuum (b) vegetables (c) vernacular (d) vaseline (e) 2 
53) (a) quasar (b) premiere (c) overide (d) overexert (e) 2 
54) (a) Oreo (b) oriental (c) Nato (d) nauticle mile (e) 2 
55) (a) negligee (b) near sighted (c) lieutenant (d) sergeant ((e) 2 
56) (a) midshipman (d) middleman (c) Jay Cees (d) jargon (e) 2 
57) (a) irregardless (b) Jehovah[s Witnesses (c) jeep (d) hurricanes (e) 2 
58) (a) honky (b) hookey (c) household (d) extrasensory perception (e) 2 
59) (a) executor (b) eyewitness (c) extraordinary (d) eurasion (e) 2 
60) (a) date line (b) consul (c) contemptible (d) cataloguist (e) 2 
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SET G 
31) (a) acdommodate   (b) ad lib   (c) admissable   (d) ad nauseam   (e) 2 
32) (a) aesthetic   (c) advisor   (c) afterward   (d) a la carte   (e) 2 
33) (a) alderman   (b) all-star   (c) airmail   (d) alright   (e) 2 errors 
34) (a) amok   (b) anaesthetic   (c) anglo-Saxon   (d) antidote   (e) 2 
35) (a) annoint   (b) antedate   (c) antithesis   (d) anti-war   (e) 2 errors 
36) (a) fathers-in-law   (b) fire-arms   (c) far-flung   (d) farsighted   (e) 2 
37) (a) flimflammed   (b) embarrass   (c) florescent   (d) two-fold   (e) 2 
38) (a) fourfold   (b) foregoing   (c) forefathers   (d) followup   (e) 2 
39) (a) formulas   (b) forsook   (c) freelancer   (d) fortunetelling   (e) 2 
40) (a) free-for-all   (b) freewheeling   (c) gauge   (d) gaity   (e) 2 
41) (a) multi-millionaire   (b) multilateral   (c) nonchalant   (d) nondescript   (e) 2 
42) (a) odd-looking  (b) send-off   (c) offhand   (d) offcolor   (e) 2 
43) (a) outargue   (b) out-fox   (c) hide-out   (d) walkout   (e) 2 
44) (a) overexert   (b) over-rate   (c) carry-over   (d) takeover (e)  2 
45) (a) theses   (b) referendums   (c) alumnas   (d) assistant attorneys general   (e) 2 
46) (a) sculptor   (b) scurilous   (c) second-guess   (d) secondhand   (d) 2 
47) (a) see-saw   (b) send-off   (c) servicable   (d) setup   (e) 2 
48) (a) shake-up   (b) sherriff   (c) shoestring   (d) short-change   (e) 2 
49) (a) short-lived   (b) show-off   (c) shutdown   (d) shut-in   (e) 2 
50) (a) shut-off   (b) shutout   (c) side-by-side   (d) siteseeing   (e) 2 
51) (a) accommodate   (b) adviser   (c) all right   9d) antibody   (e) 2 
52) (a) bona fide   (b) benefited   (c) backhand   (d) baccaloreate   Ie) 2 
53) (a) contagious   (b) contemptible   (c) chauvinism   (d) clientelle   (e) 2 
54) (a) disspelled   (b) dissociate   (c) dilemma   (d) disservice   (e) 2 
55) (a) embarrass   (b) fascade   (c) exorcise   (d) fluorescent   (e) 2 
56) (a) midshipman   (b) middleman   (c) Jay cees   (d) jargon   (e) 2 
57) (a) irregardless   (b) Jehovah’s Witness   (c) jeep   (d) hurricanes   (e) 2 
58) (a) honky   (b) hookey   (c) household   (d) extrasensory perception   (e) 2 
59) (a) executor   9b) eyewitness   © extraordinary   (d) eurasion   (e) 2 
60) (a) date line   (b) consul   (c) contemptible   (d) cataloguist   (e) 2
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Spelling, Punctuation, Style & Grammar Test 
Part III--Copy Editing 
Identify the problem in each of the sentences and determine whether the 
problem or problems relate to: 

a The misspelling or improper usage of words, 
b The lack or misuse of punctuation, 
c Style errors relating to capitalization, title usage, abbreviation the use of numerals, or 

the handling of dates or addresses. 
In your workbook, go ahead and copyedit in the corrections, using proper copyediting marks, 
as demonstrated on pages 281-2 of the AP Stylebook. 
If you are taking a test, your instructor may ask you to simply mark down the letter(s) --a, b, 
or c--corresponding to the error(s) you find in the copy. 
However, if there is more than one type of error (such as a misspelled word and the lack of a 
comma in the same sentence), then mark the answer sheet ‘d’. 
Of there are two errors but of the same type (for example, two misspelled words), mark 
according to the type of error--a, b, or c.  DO NOT in this case mark ‘d’. 
If there are no errors, mark ‘e’. 
Test Markings-- 
 A -- misspelling or improper use of word(s). 
 B -- lack of misuse of punctuation. 
 C -- error(s) relating to style, capitalization, title  
 D -- more than one type or error (of types described above). 
 E -- nor errors 
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Set ‘A’ -- The errors in Set ‘A’ are found largely on pages 3-33 of the AP Stylebook, 
essentially in order.  At the end of each sentence or paragraph, the precise Stylebook 
reference page is given in parentheses.  References for punctuation errors are not generally 
provided, presuming that the exercises in Part I of this test will have already familiarized you 
adequately with those rules.  As you copyedit, it will be helpful for you to open the Stylebook 
to reference pages suggested and work your way simultaneously through the workbook and 
the stylebook. 

31) Lt. Gov. John Jenkins asked Governor Abe Link to accompany the NATO officials 
to room No. 6 for the 9 a.m. meeting. (3) 

32) “The Reverend Jones is a thief, accused the Rev. Jim Baker. (3) 
33) According to Representative Julian Bonn an honorable man should accept the one-

year appointment (3) 
34) We must except the situation acknowledge his authority and make appropriate 

accommodations for him. (4-5) 
35) “I did spend the night at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue,” admitted the girl, “but 

everything was aboveboard “. (4-5) 
36) That absent-minded professor is department Chairman Jerome Wiesner, and that 

one is History professor Oscar Handlin. (4-5) 
37) The administrative law judge John Williams had not foreseen the effect of his ruling 

that the testimony of the 3-year-old boy was inadmissible. (6-7) 
38) The aides-de-camp met with FBI Special Agent Warren carter and afterwards 

announced the date of the court-martials. (6-7) 
39) The adviser will effect many changes in the meeting agendas but most of them will 

be aesthetic. (6-7) 
40) The AFL-CIO has continued growing despite very averse conditions .(6-7) 
41)  If all the files were xeroxed so that office workers could maintain duplicate files at 

home, the work week could be shortened. (241-3) 
42) Johnson allegedly created a hypnotic illusion while he attempted to alter the official 

minutes of the meeting. (10-11) 
43) The political also-ran alluded to the First Amendment but obviously had it mixed up 

with the Tenth Amendment. (10-11) 
44) The alumnus said he thought it was alright that the extra tickets had been alotted to 

the students. (10-11) 
45) “Negotiations on a debate format are under way among the network, Mr. Kennedy 

and I,” explained President Reagan. (12-13) 
46) Watch your p’s, q’s and Five W’s , or all of the major communications 

conglomerates will face antitrust action. (14-15) 
47) Ten women passed another six failed. (14-15) 
48) Anyone of the senators might be expected to oppose the bill. (14-15) 
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49) George Jones, 111 S. Wilson Ave. was arrested today for killing his wife. (16-17) 
50) The mugger assaulted Collins with a baseball bat sending him to the hospital with a 

concussion. (18-19) 
51) The General Assembly honored Astronaut John Glenn at the special awards 

ceremony. (18-19) 
52) The American Medical Assoc. Submitted a list of assets, including $3 million in fixed 

assets and a number of intangible assets. (18-19) 
53) She worked on her baccalaureate during the day and had to baby-sit all night. (20-

21) 
54) He took his axe and went out to chop wood for a while. (20-21) 
55) Awe-struck, he stumbled backwards toward the back yard fence. (21-21 
56) “I’ve got to go home I feel badly, he told the school nurse. (20-21) 
57) It was Autumn when the Axis aviators began their heavy aerial bombardment of the 

allies, but by Spring the tide had turned. (20-21) 
58) The ball carrier and the barmaid sat down to a breakfast of baloney sandwiches 

and barbiturates. (22-23) 
59) The ballplayer cut his thumb on the water barrel and went to find a band-aid. (22-

23) 
60) UCLA won with its man to man defense. (24-25) 
61) The bizarre, held each year on the old battlefield, has greatly benefitted the 

reputation of the area until last year when the horse race bettors were arrested 
62) The publisher of the best seller was so besieged with orders that he had to begin 

republishing biennially rather than annually. (26-27) 
63) The bigwig committed a real boo-boo by announcing that he would ride his bicycle 

to work at least biweekly -- every Tuesday and Thursday. (28-29) 
64) The black Congressmen joined with others to form a political block opposed to 

budget cuts.  They were a bona fide threat to stop the administration’s bill. (28-29) 
65) The blond was a shapely 24-36-24, and her hair hung to her toes. (28-29) 
66) The 148-pound bantamweight delivered a rabbit punch to his opponents right 

kidney, then a knockout blow to the chin. (30-1) 
67) The bowlegged cowboy fished a Camel out of his shirt pocket, pulled on his brand 

new boots and headed toward the box-office with his girlfriend hanging on to his 
arm. (30-1) 

68) He picked the lock, robed the transmitting equipment and broadcasted the 
ballgame. (32-3) 

69) Despite the buildup of the cold war outside the United States, the Washington 
bureau of the CIA is wasting it’s time bugging phones within the United States. (32-
3) 

70) Johnson says the Supreme Court hit the bull’s-eye when it ordered bussing. (32-3) 
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SET B --Covering primarily Stylebook pages 32-57 
61. The young man with the brunette hair ordered a bufferin tablet before he ate his broccoli. 

(32-3) 
62. Campaign manager Jack Jacobs had hoped to become a member of the Cabinet. (34-5) 
63. The doctor was forced to make the cesarean section in the dessert among the 

cactuses.(34-5) 
64. The company had so much credibility that it was contracted by both the Democratic and 

Republican Parties to canvas the capitol city. (36-7) 
65. “You cannot do that,: shouted the minister.  “The order by the bishop must be canceled.  

It is contrary to the cannons of christianity.” (36-7) 
66. On Capitol Hill today, four congressmen were censured for there part in a wild midnight 

party July 4. (389) 
67. Three Caucasians are sought in connection with the slaying of a dozen carefree hobos 

living along the railroad tracks. (38-9) 
68. Marxism and christianity can't hardly coexist within the same political state. (360-7) 
69. What to do with former CIA Director George Bush was a carry0pover problem from the 

prior administration . (38-9) 
70. The pickets chose Robert Jones to be their chairperson to represent them in a meeting 

with Union Chief Walter Reuther and Warren Burger, chief justice of the U.s> Supreme 
Court. (40-1) 

71. “You are a national chauvinist – unchangeable  in your loyalty to your corrupt 
government,: he said, (40-10) 

72. The chauffeur went to the doctor for a check-up. (40-1) 
73. “Canucks and chicanos should be kept out of the United States,: said the state senator, 

interviewed today on Channel 3's, “Face the Cameras”. (40-1) 
74. The bureucrats have been accused of resisting administrative changeover. (40-1) 
75. Churchgoers had to endure chilly weather Xmas morning (42-3) 
76. Ministers of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints do not smoke cigarrettes. 

(44-5) 
77. BOSTON (AP) – The city council today prohibited city residents from using citizens' band 

radio within the downtown area. (44-5) 
78. The Miami and Ft. Lauderdale City Commissions today voted to sponsor a joint holiday 

celebration. (44-6) 
79. A full slate of Republican councilmen were carried into city hall today on the coat tails of 

Mayor John Beck. (44-7) 
80. The cloak-and-dagger tale was further complicated when the co-defendant disappeared 

from his jail cell and the jury refused to deliver their verdict. (47-7) 
81. A citywide cleanup of garbage was scheduled. (46-7) 
82. No victims were found, nor were any other clews uncovered to support the charge of 
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murder or any other civil complaints. (467-7) 
83. There is no clear-cut evidence that the new product will be able to steal a sizeable portion 

of the clorox clientele. (46-7) 
84. The co-chairman told the city council that they should set an agenda at least a week 

ahead of its meeting. (47-7) 
85. The Senate finally reached an agreement on the budget today when 61 senators voted in 

favor of cloture, ending Senator Orrin Hatch's filibuster. (46-7 ) 
86. “Our nation's leaders are colorblind,:” charged the Nazi leader.  “But they will start seeing 

straight when the races start combating one another in the streets”. (48-9) 
87. The car collided with a telephone pole killing both the driver and a pedestrian. (48-9) 
88. He was walking down a dark dangerous street in a violence-prone part of Miami Florida 

when the incident occurred. (48-9) 
89. The primary victory put him “Firmly on the road to a first ballot nomination” according to 

Kennedy. (40-1) 
90. The staff of the special Rackets Committee has allegedly been infiltrated by several 

communist party members. (40-1) 
91. “His style is quite compatible with the President's, at least when compared to the work of 

the former speech writer.” Jones said. (52-3) 
92. The husband and wife have complementary careers, but she believes he has become too 

complacent about their marriage. (52-3) 
93. The nation is comprised of 50 states. (52-3) 
94. The song he composed is entitled “of Mice And Men”. (52-3) 
95. To some persons, the word marriage denotes too much restriction, but that certainly is not 

a consensus of the citizenry. (54-5) 
96. “Perhaps congress does act irresponsibly at times, but it has not usurped powers not 

given to it by the constitution,: said the Congressman. (54-5) 
97. “This is a contemptable attempt to undermine the consumer pricing index,” Rep. Kemp 

said.  “Let's hope such bureaucratic action is not contagus.” (54-5) 
98. The robbers convinced Jones to open the vault.  They persuaded him that it was better to 

lose one's money than to lose one's life. (56-67) 
99. “The city counselman corralled a cookie or two on his way into the meeting and seemed 

eager to go ahead without a break for lunch,: the local businessman explained. (56-7) 
100. The legal counselor said the problem has been continuous one, leading to one court 

case after another over the last decade. (56-7) 
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SET C – Covering primarily Stylebook pages 58-83 
61. He tried to cover-up the scandal by holding a press conference in the very courtroom in 

which he would later be prosecuted. (58-9) 
62. Mr. Smith made a counter-proposal to save money by scheduling Mr. Jacob's Philosophy 

209 class for a grassy knoll somewhere but in the countryside east of town. (58-9) 
63. After the Afghanistan crisis, there was a cut off in Soviet aide. (60-1) 
64. With the help of some Republican cross-over votes, a dark horse was elected speaker of 

the House and, eventually, numerous budgetary cut backs were made. (60-1) 
65. After a thorough cross-examination by the board members, it was decided Wacker met all 

the criterion.  (60-1) 
66. To the skeptic, the dark ages prove there is no true religion. (60-1) 
67. Taking our seats, the game started. (60-1) 
68. The data from extensive surveys, in-depth personal interviews, and complex experiments 

has been collected with extreme care. (62-3) 
69. The daughters-in-law are to arrive Saturday, May 3rd. (64-5) 
70. The daylong, dead-end conference on the Gay '90s should certainly not be recommended 

to anyone. (64-5) 
71. While the corporate president was on his dead bed, the chairman of the board took over 

day to day operation. (64-5) 
72. Defense Attorney Henry Lee told the defendant to wear a coat and tie so his credibility 

would not be destroyed by his appearance. (66-7) 
73. The great depression made us dependent on the state and susceptible to demagogues, 

according to Hailey. (66-7) 
74. “Some dieticians make their living by promoting diarrhea,” the author told his disinterested 

audience. (79-9) 
75. “I’m afraid I was not very discrete, but I certainly dispeled the notion that Westerners are 

prudish,” she said (68-9) 
76. The rest of the nation should dissociate itself from the liberal die-hards of the East, the 

senator said. (68-9) 
77. The secretary, who is 4 feet 6 inches tall finds it difficult to carry on a meaningful dialogue 

with ere 7-foot-6 boss. (68-9) 
78. I think I dissuaded him from going South for the Winter. (68-9) 
79. This dillema is certainly different than the last one we faced together. (68-9) 
80. You shouldn’t down grade the second District. (70-1) 
81. “I think you would walk 5 miles for five dollars,” she said. (70-1) 
82. According to Dr. Salk, the drop-out ran through downtown naked, dove in the bay, and 

swam ten miles before the was drowned. (70-1) 
83. It is ironic that the dyed-in-the-wool conservative from the unpolluted state of Utah is 

dying from lung cancer. (72-3) 
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84. Each of the individuals arrested for drunk driving were fined $500. (72-3) 
85. The 15 committee members sat in the meeting room in relative silence for about 20 

minutes staring at each other until one finally had the nerve to move that the entire 
defense budget be earmarked for the construction of a doomsday bomb capable of 
destroying the earth. (72-3) 

86. That easy-going miner may destroy the local ecology. (76-77) 
87. The President was embarrassed to see that their were pickets on either side of the 

doorway. (76-7) 
88. “…it has become evident to me that I no longer have an adequate political base…,” the 

Senator said as he resigned from office. (76-7) 
89. Neither they nor he are going to the show tonight. (67-7) 
90. “Would you emcee the program for u?  it would al lease insure that people would go away 

happy.” (78-9) 
91. Postal employees cannot ensure that you will like what you receive in the mail.  They can 

only deliver the envelopes and enforce the federal laws protecting mail en route to you. 
(78-9) 

92. “Those who are immigrating from Poland are coming out empty-handed.  Perhaps we 
should buy them a set of encyclopedias or something,: proposed the U.N. official. (78-9) 

93. Equal time provisions demand that television stations broadcast both sides of the issue if 
they are going to broadcast either side. (80-1) 

94. Mrs. Marva Munro, who is equally as pretty as Marilyn Monroe, spends her time on the 
speaking circuit, promoting more equal distribution of wealth in this country. (80-1) 

95. Julie who is several months pregnant went with her husband David to see the 1976 
winner in the Academy Award competition for best movie “One flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest”. (80-1) 

96. Doesn’t everyone go to work every day? (82-3) 
97. North Dakota ex-Gov. Bill Brown who tends to exagerate, claims he can receive 

complete-sentence messages through extrasensory perception. (82-3) 
98. “Zero-base budgeting has benefits yearlong,” Carter said. (243-4) 
99. The eyewitness admitted that he watch the lewd performances until he developed 

eyestrain. (82-3) 
100. “Halt!,” shouted the boy scout. (82-3) 
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Set D – Primarily from AP Stylebook pages 84-113 
 
61. The philanthropy of the Federal government is really a façade hiding political greed, the 

senator from the far West charged. (84-5) 

62. The professor will continue still further into the dark continent on his fact-finding 
expedition. (84-5) 

63. They’re will be a lot of political fall-out from the facist rally, but the mayor does not appear 
to be phased by it. (84-5) 

64. Even though his crime was a misdemeanor, Harley will be tried in the federal court in 
Manhattan. (84-7) 

65. Less than nine applicants called about the job selling fluorescent lamps. (87-9) 

66. Her fiancée literally bled her family white before he dropper her. (87) 

67. The firefighters have received a lot of flak for their threat to stage an illegal walkout. (88) 

68. The flagship floundered in the heavy seas for days before it foundered to the bottom. (88-
9) 

69. The flyer flayed his co-pilot for falling asleep. (88-9) 

70. The “lady of the evening” flaunted her beauty and flouted the law. (88) 

71. After the place-kicker kicked off, the quarterback caught the ball and made a handoff to 
the fullback who, in turn, made a pitchout to the halfback who made the runback to their 
opponent’s 5-yard line. (99) 

72. “We would like to charge her husband with forcable rape, but the law forebids us,” 
explained the police sergeant. (91) 

73. “Yesterday we erroneously forecast a storm.  We thought it was a foregone conclusion.  
Maybe we ought to forgo conclusions,” quipped the weatherman. (91) 

74. The fortune teller forsake all caution and tried to predict election results state by state.  
Her ultraearly returns were at best fragmentary. (93) 

75. “I’m afraid there are no formulas for turning foul-smelling fowls into frankfurters, said the 
rancher. (92-3) 

76. The dark horse candidate bought a full page ad to challenge the frontrunner to a debate.  
The gamy politician abandoned his game plan and took up the gauntlet. (94-5) 

77. The free-lancer dared the government o garnishee his wages since he had none to be 
garnisheed (94-5) 

78. “Glamour, when your boy friend has it, is not very glamorous”, the girl said. (96-7) 

79. The prisoners’ stories as to how they made their getaway and then reached the ghetto by 
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nighttime did not jibe. (96-7) 

80. The get-together turned into a free for all. (94-7) 

81. My god daughter gave up her career as a gogo girl and became a gospel singer.  She did 
both real good (98-9) 

82. The good will of the U.S. Government is at stake. (99) 

83. By the time she was a sixth-grader my granddaughter was doing tenth grade work in 
grammer.  She received numerous grants-in-aid graduating Harvard summa cum laude. 
(100-1) 

84. After police discovered the grisly murder in the gymnasium, there was a groundswell of 
support for a Grand Jury investigation (100-1) 

85. I would like to guaranty that my son will not become a guru, a guerrilla or a gypsy.  He 
doesn’t need a halo, but keep him out of any gunbattles.  If he enters gymnastics or the 
gubernatorial, that’s alright with me. (101-3) 

86. Half of the time people are saying the flag is flying at half mast when they really mean it is 
flying at half staff. (103) 

87. You will need a halftone for that front page story (103) 

88. My half brother went off half-cocked to become a professional halfback. (103) 

89. There was only hearsay evidence that the state Highway Patrol went to Lover’s Lookout 
to harass those involved in their usual hanky-panky.  No one would testify. (104-5) 

90. After an operation one should be extremely cautious in order to avoid hemorrhaging, the 
doctor advised (104-5) 

91. “Don’t get any harebrained idea about sneaking off to some secret hide-away,” she 
warned. (104-5) 

92. The Boston tea party was a historical event in the achievement of true freedom. (106-7) 

93. A reporter should protect his or her sources. (106-7) 

94. Hopefully, the House of Representatives will complete it’s work in June. (108-9) 

95. Despite his innocence, the Mexican-American youth was given a 10 to 20 year sentence 
in prison. (110-1) 

96. The bridge appeared to be impassible, but, nevertheless, we were impelled to cross. 
(110-1) 

97. The normally soft spoken actor declared the play to be “second rate, at best.” (110-1) 

98. The imposter went calmly in the room and delivered his speech impromptu, with 
incredulous results. (112-3) 
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99. Carl Kipphut, Buffalo Mayor, was indicted this morning for killing his wifes parakeets. 
(112-3) 

100. The entire zoo includes only farm animals. (112-3) 
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Set E – See AP Stylebook page 114-172 

61. In so far as can be determined, all of the injuries were received in the intramural football 
game. (114-5) 

62. Irregardless of who is elected president, it’s a foregone conclusion that Federal Court 
Judge John Sirica will continue to rise in the Judicial Branch of the government. (116-7) 

63. The Massachusetts Superior Court Jury comprised of seven men and five women had to 
make the final decision in the kidnapping case. (120-1) 

64. Chess King Bobby Fischer made a dramatic rise and a traumatic fall from power. (122-3) 

65. The last announcement by the former senator was that he would not run for political office 
again, but there is still considerable speculation about his future. (124-5) 

66. After blame for the problems were lain on him, he decided to spend the rest of his term 
laying on the beach. (126-7) 

67. President Pro tem John C. Stennis and conservative senator Orrin Hatch were not the 
closest of friends. (126-7) 

68. The state legislature adjourned early today so that state Senator Hugh carter could meet 
with U.S. Senator Herman Talmadge. (126-7) 

69. “Leutenant Governor Aldridge is extremely proud of his ancestral linage,: his secretary 
explained. (128-9) 

70. Jim blocks well like he should.  When he fails he turns as livid as the sun. (128-9) 

71. He made a long distance call to his long-time business partner. (130-1) 

72. According to Time Magazine, the female mailmen are split into two groups, but the group 
with the plurality of support will represent all of the women. (132-3) 

73. The Majority Leader thinks awards are a lot of malarkey, but he still puts them on his 
mantel (134-5) 

74. The news media is resisting attempts to thrust freedom of expression back into medevil 
conditions. (1360-7) 

75. The memoranda inform employees to escort those, “of meager means” out of the men’s 
wear department. (136-7) 

76. Army Sargeant Major John Jones began to describe the attack but stopped in  
mid-sentence. (138-141) 

77. Speaking to an assembly of high school students, Radarman Jackson explained it is not a 
simple matter to move from sergeant to lieutenant. (140-1) 

78. Majs. John Jones and Robert Smith met with former Army Gen. John Smith to discuss the 
missle mock-up. (142-3) 
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79. August 1980 was a hot month, and August 2 was the hottest day of the month. (144-5) 

80. Mt. Everest is the tallest mountain in the world. (144-5) 

81. The narrow minded national guardsman kept within himself a great deal of prejudice 
towards afro-americans. (146-7) 

82. The Enquirer has launched an industrywide search for the best yellow journalists and a 
continentwide search for the most wide-eyed newspaper subscribers. (239-43) 

83. Senator Henry (Scoop) Jackson has his picture frequently featured on the news stands, 
but his desire to become president has been continuously frustrated. (150-1) 

84. No body has been hurt.  It has been a noisy but non-controversial issue in most states. 
(152-3) 

85. None of the envelopes have been returned as requested, and none of the taxes have 
been paid (152-3) 

86. 900 students will attend the 1st BSU journalism conference. (154) 

87. The realtors listed 9 4-bedroom houses, 10 3-bedroom houses and 11 2-bedroom 
houses. (154) 

88. The odds makers do not give the office holder much of a chance for re-election since 
being quoted telling off color stories. (155-7) 

89. An Olympic-sized pool has been okayed by the council. (156-7) 

90. “Atlanta Braves Owner Ted Turner is over-rated as a businessman,” says Murray. (158-
60) 

91. All she took in her suitcases were pantsuits and pantyhose. (160-1) 

92. The criminal did not have to spend a day in jail, being put on parole immediately by judge. 
(162-3) 

93. Rep. Henry Nudall (Dem-Alabama) works part time as a peddler. (613-4) 

94. The students asked what the vote was?  The teacher explained that John had received 
30% of the vote, Sally 33 percent and jammed 37 percent. (164-5) 

95. The Joneses and the Kennedys went to the zoo to see the buffaloes, the monkeys, the 
deer and the moose. (168-9) 

96. A spokesman for the police department announced that the patrolman had been shot 
point blank at 5:30 A.M. today. (168-9) 

97. Politics is a demanding profession, but nowhere more so than in Los Angeles’ third 
precinct. (170-1) 

98. While the Republican party has begun policy-making, the communist, socialist, liberal and 
conservative parties have begun politicking. (170-1) 
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99. The pompon girls left practice to pore over their books before the big test. (170-1) 

100. Americas economic success can be attributed largely to Jesuses teachings and 
Xeroxes ingenuity. (171-2) 
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Set F—See AP Stylebook pages 171-219 
61. “Theres a great deal of concern over who’s going to become president.  Right now its 

anyones guess,” she said. (171-3 
62. The Cincinnati Reds infielder is a friend of John’s. (172-3) 
63. Fred and Sylvia’s apartment is filled with John’s and Ted’s odds and ends. (171-2) 
64. He is a friend of mine and of the college (171-2) 
65. She spent our two week’s vacation at the Post Office. (172-3) 
66. President Carter conceded so quickly that the pre-election coverage and the post-election 

coverage was being carried simultaneously. (172-3) 
67. The president lost the new Hampshire Primary it was announced today just after the polls 

closed at 8 PM. (174-5) 
68. The primerate is presently set at 18.25. (174-5) 
69. The school principle was convicted for child abuse and was sent to jail at Walpole State 

Prison. (176-7) 
70. The probusiness organization fought for the principal of free market competition (176-7) 
71. Even first grade students can learn some formulas, such as to mix one part powdered 

milk to two parts water. (178-9) 
72. “Who wrote “Gone With the Wind?” asked the queen mother.  “Was it Shakespeare?” 

(182-3) 
73. “Who should we proclaim to be an ignorant person?” asked the teacher.  “The famous 

writer James Thurber once said of a classmate, “While he was not dumber than an ox, he 
was not any smarter either.” 

“I suppose we have all made comments like that at some time or another.  But I 
wonder,” continued the teacher, “what happened to Thurber’s classmate.  I had a 
friend like that in school who later became a millionaire selling real estate.  Another 
such friend is teaching mechanics in college. 
“However, the valedictorian of my high school class is driving a truck for a living.  I’m 
sure he is very good at it, and I certainly don’t wish to deprecate trucking as a career,” 
the teacher said. 
The teacher said that while some students have an easier time learning school 
subjects in a school environment, one should realize that “everybody is ignorant, only 
on different subjects.” (182-4) 

74. The legislator wan reelection by a ratio of 1-1, but the referendums he sponsored were 
defeated. (186-7) 

75. Reconnaissance troops were sent first.  Then the Union swept down to ravish the city and 
ravage the defenseless women. (186-7) 

76. Pres. Carter refuted Republican claims that he was responsible for $40 to $60 billion in 
unnecessary debt. (186-7) 

77. Rev. Billy Graham says he greatly admires Pope Paul VI, although they disagree on basic 
religious tenets.  Rev. Graham believes the lord’s supper to be symbolic whereas Pope 
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Paul believes in transubstantiation. (188-90) 
78. “The whereabouts of the man are unknown,” the marshal said, “but where ever he is, with 

the wind chill index at minus 40, he had better find shelter.” (237-39) 
79. A roll call vote was called for the right to work bill. (191-2) 
80. The Russian hockey team, runners-up to the U.S. team, held their celebration in room 

211, the blue Room. (194-6) 
81. Saint Paul, Minnesota, and For Lauderdale, Florida, are sponsoring the energy 

conference. (197, 209) 
82. The saboteur put down the scissors, which was to be his weapon, and picked up instead 

the scriptures — the large family Bible sitting on the table. (197-9) 
83. There is no point in second guessing the weatherman in the Spring.  Even a second rate 

weatherman can be accurate most of the time if he predicts rain. (198-9) 
84. Visiting are a son, John; three daughters, Jane, sally and Marie; and a sister, Elizabeth. 

(200-1) 
85. The agreement was expected in the Fall; it arrived in Jan. (200-1) 
86. If the sheriff would have stayed home, he wouldn’t have been shot. (202-3) 
87. “When they put her size eight shoe and his size 18 shoe side-by-side, she nearly fainted,” 

Bill said. (204-5) 
88. “Social security is only a smoke screen for the insecurity ahead.  It should be revitalized 

or revoked,” the governor said. (204-5) 
89. The space age reached a climax with the successful blast off and return of the Space 

Shuttle. (206-7) 
90. “In the spring time, 5-mile-per-hour winds are typical but 45-mile-per-hour winds are not 

uncommon,” she said. (206-7) 
91. The secretary had a difficult job — combatting irate customers, canceling orders, 

controlling traffic and referring inquiries. (207) 
92. “The weather forecaster is a weak kneed individual whom refuses to call a squall a 

squall,” she said 
93. The State of New York and the City of New York are sponsoring the sports event, inviting 

teams from Santa Ana, California; Nashville, Tennessee; Austin, Texas; Cook County, 
Illinois; Albuquerque, New Mexico; and Provo, Utah. (208-9) 

94. In his final state of the union address, the president discussed the problems that will face 
his successer in a “world where the subpowers are uniting in an overt attempt to destroy 
the super powers.” (209-11) 

95. If that Ways and Means subcommittee had subpenaed the right people, the investigation 
would have been successful. (211) 

96. Five and six-year-olds love to watch Sesame Street on TV (212-14) 
97. Teenagers do not tend to be tattletells. (213-14) 
98. John Jones is the man that helped Mrs.Jonkasky last Tuesday when she was stranded 

along the road in 5 degree weather (214-17) 
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99. Doctor Marcus Welby, Private Gomer Pyle, Cowboy John Wayne and Peanut Farmer 
Jimmy Carter will meet at 8 tonight with the National Association of People with Identity 
Crises. (218-19) 

100. Jonathan Robins, the Undersecretary of Surface Transportation, is expected tomorrow 
to announce holiday traffic deaths totalling over 750. (218-19) 
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Set G—Pages 218-237 of Stylebook and review of previous test sets. 
61. In political news today, Senator Carl Kennedy ran the 100 meter dash in 10.3 seconds 

and representative William Williams was indicted on a charge of trafficking    cocaine. 
(218-20) 

62. The U.N. has announced that plans for a new office building are underway. (223-5) 
63. After the pile-up, five cars were upside down. (226) 
64. In the vote for vice-president, Sally won with a slim five-vote majority (230-1) 
65. “The weather forecaster is a weak kneed individual whom refuses to call a squall a 

squall,” she said 
66. Her fiancée literally bled her family white before he dropped her. (87) walkout. (88) 
67. The firefighters have received a lot of flak for their threat to stage an illegal walkout. (88) 
68. The flagship floundered in the heavy seas for days before it foundered to the bottom. (88-

9) 
69. The flyer flayed his co-pilot for falling asleep. (88-9) 
70. The “lady of the evening” flaunted her beauty and flouted the law. (88) 
71. After the place-kicker kicked off, the quarterback caught the ball and made a handoff to 

the fullback who, in turn, made a pitchout to the halfback who made the runback to their 
opponent’s 5-yard line (90) 

72. “We would like to charge her husband with forcable rape, but the law forebids us,” 
explained the police sergeant. (91) 

73. “Yesterday we erroneously forecast a storm.  We thought it was a foregone conclusion. 
Maybe we ought to forgo conclusions,” quipped the weatherman. (91) 

74. The fortune teller forsake all caution and tried to predict election results state by state.  
Her ultraearly returns were at best fragmentary. (93) 

75. “I’m afraid there are no formulas for turning foul-smelling fowls into frankfurters, said the 
rancher. (92-3) 

76. The dark horse candidate bought a full page ad to challenge the     frontrunner to a 
debate.  The gamy politician abandoned his game plan and took up the gauntlet. (94-5) 

77. The free-lancer dared the government to garnishee his wages since he had none to be 
garnisheed. (94-5) 

78. “Glamour, when your boy friend has it, is not very glamorous”, the girl said. (96-7) 
79. The prisoners’ stories as to how they made their getaway and then reached the ghetto by 

nighttime did not jibe. (96-7) 
80. The get-together turned into a free for all. (94-7) 
81. The narrow minded national guardsman kept within himself a great deal of prejudice 

towards afro-americans. (146-7) 
82. The Enquirer has launched an industrywide search for the best yellow journalists and a 

continentwide search for the most wide-eyed newspaper subscribers. (239-43 
83. Senator Henry (Scoop) Jackson has his picture frequently featured on the news stands, 
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but his desire to become president has been continuously frustrated. (150-1) 
84. No body has been hurt.  I ha been a noisy but non-controversial issue in most states. 

(152-3) 
85. None of the envelopes have been returned as requested, and none of the taxes have 

been paid. (152-3) 
86. 900 students will attend the 1st BSU journalism conference. (154) 
87. The realtors listed 9 4-bedroom houses’, 10 3-bedroom houses and 11 2-bedroom 

houses. (154) 
88. The odds makers do not give the office holder much of a chance for re-election since 

being quoted telling off color stories. (155-7) 
89. An Olympic-sized pool has been okayed by the council. (156-7) 
90. “Atlanta Braves Owner Ted Turner is over-rated as a businessman,” says Murray. (158-

60) 
91. The secretary had a difficult job — combatting irate customers, canceling orders, 

controlling traffic and referring inquiries. (207) 
92. “The weather forecaster is a week kneed individual whom refuses to call a squall a 

squall,” she said. 
93. The State of New York and the City of New York are sponsoring the sports event, inviting 

teams from Santa Ana, California; Nashville, Tennessee; Austin, Texas; Cook County, 
Illinois; Albuquerque, New Mexico; and Provo, Utah. (208-9) 

94. In his final state of the union address, the President discussed the problems which will 
face his successer in a “world where the subpowers are uniting in an overt attempt to 
destroy the super powers.” (209-11) 

95. If that Ways and Means subcommittee had subpoenaed the right people, the investigation 
would have been successful. (211) 

96. Five and six-year olds love to watch Sesame Street on TV. (212-14) 
97. Teenagers do not tend to be tattletells. (213-14) 
98. John Jones is the man that helped Mrs. Jonkasky last Tuesday when she was stranded 

along the road in 5 degree weather (214-17) 
99. Doctor Marcus Welby, Private Gomer Pyle, Cowboy John Wayne and Peanut Farmer 

Jimmy Carter will meet at 8 tonight with the National Association of People with Identity 
Crises. (218-19)  

100. Jonathan Robins, the Undersecretary of surface transportation, is expected tomorrow 
to announce holiday traffic deaths totaling over 750. (218-19)
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Keeping Out of Legal Problems 
It is essential that journalist understand the law—at least as it applies to their profession. 
Public resentment appears responsible for a “rash of mega-verdicts” in libel suits against the 
news media, according to a former New York Times executive. 
In an article in Communications Lawyer (summer 1983), a journal published by the American 
Bar Association, James C. Goodale, the former vice chairman of The New York Times 
Company, argues that the courts—particularly the U.S. Supreme Court—are joining the 
public in unleashing hostility against the news media. 
Goodale, now a member of the New York law firm of Debevoise & Plimpton, noted five 
verdicts awarded against the media by juries in the previous two years that ranged from $1 
million to $26 million—“an unprecedented number of verdicts of an unprecedented 
size….There has been nothing like it in the 20 years I have been associated with press 
oirganizations, other than the verdicts against Northern newspapers by Sourthern juries 
during the civil right movement. 
Analyzing the award of $2.1 million to William Tavoulareas, president of Mobil Oil, against the 
Washington Post, Goodale notes that the story which prompted the suit was essentially 
accurate, and the presiding judge in the lawsuit found the newspaper had used good sources 
and appropriate care in the story’s preparation.  Noting that the verdict has since been 
overturned by a higher court, Goodale said he still found it disturbing that the case made it 
successfully through the first tier of the judiciary.“My own sense is that the public now 
harbors a great resentment against the press and its is showing up in jury verdicts in libel 
cases,” says Goodale.  “I think the public feels overwhelmed by a news medium that enters 
its home every night on television in living color, has the power to force an elected president 
to resign and seems to be free from accountability. 
When Southern juries sided with local leaders against Northern news media during the civil 
rights movement, the U.S. Supreme Court reversed the decisions and ultimately (Sullivan v. 
New York Times, 1964) made the test for libel more difficult to satisfy.  However Goodale 
notes now, “The present Supreme Court has not followed this pattern.  It has not reversed 
one libel judgement against the press in the last 10 years. 
So, multimillion-dollar suits have become commonplace.  Employers don’t appreciate 
lawsuits.  Smaller enterprises and free-lance writers can be destroyed even by unsuccessful 
lawsuits.  A journalist must know where legal safe ground exists. 
Read the Libel Manual found in the back of the Associated Press Stylebook (pp. 249-268).  
The questions below can be used for study purposes or as a test to see how well you 
understand these important legal issues. 
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ANSWER THE FOLLIWNG QUESTIONS EITHER ‘TRUE’ OR ‘FALSE’ 
i) The news stories which generate the most claims of injury to reputation—the basis 

of libel—are generally “gee-whiz, slam-bank stories.” 
j) Accurately reporting libelous assertions made by other absolves the journalist of 

culpability. 
k) Another safe approach is to describe a person clearly, but to eliminate his name 

from the story. 
l) When accusations are made against a person, it is always well to try for balancing 

comment, even if irrelevant countercharges are made against person who made 
the first accusation. 

m) Accurate reporting may not prevent libel if there is no privilege—either 
constitutional privilege or fair report privilege. 

n) Reporting slanderous statements made as part of a legislative or judicial 
proceedings can leave a reporter open to a large legal settlement. 

o) Perhaps 95 of 100 suits result from run-of-the –mill stories. 
p) Libel is injury to reputation. 
q) Words, pictures or cartoons that expose a person to public hatred, shame, 

disgrace or ridicule are libelous. 
r) There is only one complete and unconditional defense to a civil action for libel: that 

the facts stated are provably true. 
s) Publishing only provable truth safeguards a journalist from lawsuits relating to 

invasion of privacy, as well. 
t) The proceedings of official legislative and judicial bodies are given absolute 

privilege against potential libel action.  For example, remarks by a legislator in the 
discharge of his official duties are not actionable.  A journalist is protected in 
reporting these proceedings even if a plaintiff can prove that the journalist has 
been inaccurate in his reporting. 

u) A fair and accurate report of official pretrial papers relating to divorce are safe. 
v) There has never been an exact legal definition of what constitutes an official 

proceeding. 
w) Trials, legislative sessions and hearings should be safe official proceedings for an 

accurate reporter to cover. 
x) If the state governor appears on a TV show and announces that certain members 

of the right to Life movement are Nazis, it is safe to run the program. 
y) If a “high police official” tells you someone is a crook, it is safe to quote him. 
z) In reporting the contents of a libel suit which has been filed but not adjudicated, it is 

generally safe to repeat the libel in a story based on the filing of the suit. 
aa) Comments or criticism of public issues, performers, and performances are not 

libelous, however severe in their terms, unless they are written maliciously.  Thus, 
books, prints, pictures, architecture of public buildings, and actors and exhibitors 
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are all legitimate subjects of newspapers’ criticism. 
bb) Public officials cannot recover damages for news reports relating to their official 

duties unless they can prove actual malice. 
cc) For a plaintiff to show a publication was guilty of actual malice, he must prove that 

at the time of publication, those responsible for the story knew it was false or 
published it with reckless disregard of whether it was true or false. 

dd) Some of the key cases in establishing First Amendment protection of the press in 
the libel area are: New York Times vs. Sullivan (1964), Associated Press vs. 
Walker (1967), Rosenbloom vs. Metromedia (1971), Gertz vs. Robert Welch Inc. 
(1974), and Time vs. Firestone. 

ee) The public figure rule may keep an honest, but mistaken journalist out of trouble if 
the story is “hot news,” such as one about a high National Guard official allegedly 
leading a mob against civil rights workers and federal marshals.  But an error by an 
investigative reporter inaccurately breaking a report about a football coach 
allegedly selling his team’s strategy to his opponents might be very costly, 

ff) A news story which reports a police raid on a distributor of a nudist magazine and 
then reports on an ensuing injunction suit against police “to force police to lay off 
the smut literature racket” is dangerously libelous. 

gg) For legal recourse on the part of a public official or a private individual involved in a 
public issue, there must be sufficient evidence to permit the conclusion that the 
journalist entertained serious doubts as to the truth of his article, thus having a 
reckless disregard for its truth of falsity, essentially the legal definition of “actual 
malice.” 

hh) However, it is not safe to call a prominent lawyer a Communist unless it is relevant 
to a public issue being reported. 

ii) Some states use a “negligence standard” in assessing the liability of a publication 
which hurts the reputation of a private individual.  The jury would determine 
whether a reasonable individual would have done the same thing as the publisher 
under the circumstances. 

jj) A publication reporting a divorce of a nationally prominent businessman, such as 
Russel Firestone, from his wife as being on the grounds of “extreme cruelty and 
adultery” is safe even if the final court verdict omits adultery as a proven charge. 

kk) More and more people are now falling under the category of public figure, making it 
less difficult for press lawyers to defend their clients. 

ll) During the trial of libel suit, a court cannot require a journalist to discuss the 
reporting and editing processes involving a news story since he can fall back on 
the Fifth Amendment not to incriminate himself or his company. 

mm) Private individuals have the right to be left alone. 
nn) However, a publication can “dredge up the sordid details:” of a person’s past as 

long as they can be proven. 
oo) A person in a picture of a crowd in a public place can successfully sue a 

publication for invasion of privacy. 
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pp) The parents of a child injured in an auto accident and whose picture is published in 
the newspaper can successfully sue for invasion of privacy. 

qq) If a magazine reprints a picture of an injured child 20 month after the incident o 
illustrate an article, it is safe from lawsuit. 

rr) A picture of a woman sitting on her front porch and wearing a housedress, curlers 
and thongs, could be an invasion of privacy if used for nothing more than to 
illustrate hot weather. 

ss) To be extra cautious, a journalist should write that an individual was “acquitted” or 
found “innocent” rather than say he was fount “not guilty.” 

tt) In attempting to convince a judge not to close a pretrial hearing to the press, a 
reporter should cite Justice Powell’s concurring opinion to Gannett Co. v. De 
Pasquale, suggesting that the defense has probably failed to show (1) that holding 
the proceeding in public would damage the right to a fair trial when it eventually 
takes place; (2) that alternatives such as continuance, severance, change of 
venue, peremptory challenges, sequestration, or jury admonition would not be 
adequate alternatives and (3) that closure will indeed be effective in accomplishing 
the desired goal, considering the extent of public interest which already exists. 

uu) The following lead is “safe:” 
vv) “Councilman George Weimer was arrested last night for killing his wife, according 

to the police blotter and Police chief Walter Raleigh.” 
ww) The following lead contains nothing defamatory: 
xx) “Gene Williams, 111 Kenmore Ave., was pulled from the waters of Lake Niagara 

last night and pronounced dead on the scene by Dr. Leonard Greenman, but 
Williams is healthy and well today.” 

yy) The following lead is not defamatory: 
 
“Unless financial aid is forthcoming immediately, the body of a 4-year-old boy who 
was run over Tuesday will be interred in Potter’s Field, burying ground of the 
homeless, friendless and penniless, who die or are killed in New your City.  The 
parents of this youngster are in dire financial straits, and at this writing have no 
alternative but to let their son go to his final res in a pauper’s grave. 

zz) Journalism law is simple. 
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